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8 Is the wyſe man came to Creſiu 
| BD Acne rich King, ona time, when he 


* FR was making new Ships, purpoſing 
[39 to haue ſubdued by water the out 


82 C). lles lying betwixt Greece and Aſia 
25 minor. What newes now in Greece, 
ſayth the King to Bias ? None o- 
= ther newes but theſe, ſayth Bias : 
that the lles of Greece haue prepa- 
red a wonderfull company of horſemen to oucrrun Ly- 
dia withall, There is nothing vnder heauen ſayth the 7 
King, that I would ſo ſoone wiſh, as that they durſt be 
ſo bolde, to meete vs on the land wich horſe, Andthinke 
you ſayth Bar, that there is any thing which they would 
ſooner wiſh, then that you ſhould be ſo fonde, to meete 
them on the water with Ships: And fo Cr:ſi hearing not 
the true newes, but perceyuing the wiſe mans minde 
and counſell, both gaue then over making of his Ships, 
and left alſo behinde him a wonderfull example for all 
commen wealthes to folow: that is,cuermoretoregard 
and ſet moſt by that thing wherevnro nature hath made 
them moſt apr, and vſe hath made them moſtfirre, 

By this matter I meane the ſhooting in the long bow, 
for Engliſhmen : which thing with all my hatt I doe 
wiſh, and if I were of authoxitye, I would counſel all 
the Gentlemen and Yomen of England, not to chaunge 
it with any other thing, how good ſocuer it ſeeme to be: 
but that (till according to the olde wont of England, 
youth ſhould vſe it for the molt honeſt paſtime in peace, 
that men might han1le it as a moſt ſure weapon in war, 
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To all the Gentlemen 

Other ſtrong weapons which both expericce doth proue 
to be good, and the wiſedome of the Kings Maieſſy and 
his counſell prouides to be had ate not ordayned to take 
away ſhooting : but that both, not compared together, 
whether ſhould be better then the other, but ſo ioyned 
together, that the one ſhould be alwayes an ayde and 
he oe for the othet, miglit ſo ſtrengthen the Realme on 
all ſides, that no kinde of ent my in any kinde of v ea- 
pon, might paſſe and goe beyond vs, 

For this purpoſe I, partly prouoked by the counſell of 
ſome Gentlemen, partly moued by the loue which I have 
alwayes borne toward ſhooting, haue written this little 
treatiſe, wherein, if I haue not ſatiſtyed any man, Itruſt 
he will the rather be content with my doing, becauſe I 
am ( ſuppoſe) the firſt, which hath ſayd any thing in 
this matter (and fewe beginnings be perfect, ſayth wile 
men.) And alſo becauſe if I haue ſayd amiſſe, I am con- 
tent that any man amend it, or if I haue ſayd too little, 
any man that will, to adde what him pleaſeth to it. 

My minde is, in proſiting and ple aſing euery man, to 
hurt or diſpleaſe no man, iatending none other purpoſe, 
but that youth miglit be ſtitred to labour, honeſt paſ- 
time, and vertue, and as much as lay in me, plucked 
from ydlenes, vnthtifty games, and vice: which thing I 
haue —— only in this boo ke, ſhex ing how fit ſhoo- 
ting is for all kindes of men, how honelt a paſtime for 
the minde, how wholeſome an exerciſe for the body, 
not vile for great men to vic, not coftly for poore men 
to ſuſtayne, not lurkiog in holes and corners for ill men 
at theyr pleaſure, to miſuſe it, but abyding inthe open 
ſight and face of the world, for good men if it fault by 
theyr wiſedome to correR it, 

And heere I would deſire all Gemlemen and Yomen 
to vſe this paſtime in ſuch a meane, that the outragiouſ- 
nes of great gaming ſhould not hurt the honeſty of ſho- 
ting, which of his one nature is alwayes ioyned with 
honeſty ; yet for mens faultes oftentimes blamed vn. 

2 | . 


and Yomen of England, 


worthely, as all good things haue beene, and euermore 
ſhalbe, If any man would blame me, eyther for taking 
' ſuch a matter in hand, or elſe for writing it in the Eng- 
liſh tongue, this anſwere I may make him, that whe the 
beſt of the Realme thinke it honeſt for them to vſe, I, one 
of the mcaneſt ſorr, ought not to ſuppoſe it vile for mee 
to write: And though to haue written it in an other 
tongue, had bene both more profitable for my ſtudie, 
and alſo more honeſt for my name, yet I can thinke my 
labour well beſtoined, if with a litle hinderance of my 

rofic and nzme, may come any fintherance,to the plea- 
34s or cõmodity of the gentlemen & yomen of England 
for whoſe ſake I tooke this matter in hand, And as for 
the Latin cr Greeke toong, euery thing is ſo excellently 
done in thẽ, that none can do better: In the Engliſh tong 
contrary, euety thing in a mauer ſo meanly, both for the 
matter and handling, that no man can doo worſe. For 
therein the leaſt learned for the moſt part, haue bene al- 
wayes moſt ready to write, And they which had leaſt 
hope in Latin, haue bene moſt bould in Engliſh ; when 
ſurely euery man that is moſt ready to talke, is not moſt 
able to write, He that will write well in any toong, muſt 
follow this counſell of Ariſtotle, to ſpeake as the com- 
mon people do, to thinke as wile men do: and ſo ſhould 
euety man vnderſtand him, and the iudgement of wiſe 
men alowe him, Many Engliſh Writers haue not done 
ſo, but vſing ſtrange words, as Latin, French & Italian, 
do make all things darke and hard, Once I communed 
with a man which teaſoned the Engliſh tongue to be en- 
riched and encreaſed thereby, ſaying : Who will not 

rayſe that feaſt, where a man ſhall drinke at a dinner 


th wine, ale, and beete ? Truly (quoth I) they be all 
good, euery one taken by himſelfe alone, but if you put 
Malmeſye and Sac ke, redde wyne and white, ale & beere, 
and all in one pot, you ſhal make a drinke neither eaſy to 
be knowen, not yet wholſome for the body. Cicero in fo- 
lowing 1ſocrates , Plato, and Demoſthenes , encreaſed 
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the Lattin tongue after an other ſort, This way,becauſe 
divers men that write, do not kgowe, they can neyther 
follow it, becauſe of their ignorance,nor yet will prayſe 
it, for eucry arrogancy, two faultes, ſeldome the one out 
of the others company, Engliſh Writers by diuerfiry of 
time, haue taken dyuers matters in hand. In our Fathers 
time nothing was read, but uookes of fayned cheualrie, 
- wherein a man by reading, ſhould be led to none other 
ende, but only to manſlaughter an i baudry. If any man 
ſuppoſe they were good enough to paſſe the time with- 
all, he is deceyued. For Turely,vaine words do worke no 
ſin all thing in vayne, ignorant, and yong minds,ſpe-ially | 
if they be geuen to any thing therevnto of their oe 
nature. Theſe books (as I haue heard ſay) were made 
the moſt part in Abbayes, and Monaſteries, a very like- 
lye and fit fruite of ſuch an ydle aad blinde kinde of ly- 
uing. In our time now, when euety man is geuen to 
knowe much, rather than to liue well, very many doo 
write, but after ſuch a faſhion, as very many do ſhoote, 
Some ſhooters take in hand ſtronger bo ves, than the 
be able to maintayne, This thing maketh them ſome- 
tyme to ouerſhoote the marke, ſometyme to ſhoote far 
wyde, and perchaunce hurt ſome that looke on. Ocher 
that neuet learned to ſhoote, nor yet knowerth good 
ſhaft nor. bowe, will be as buſie as the beſt, but ſuch one 
commonly plucketh downe a fide, and crafty Archers 
which be againſt him, will be both glad of him, and alſo 
euer ready to lay and bet with him: it were bettet for 
ſuch a one to ſit downe than ſhoote, Ocher there bee, 
which haue very good bow and ſhafts, and good know - 
ledge in ſhooting, but they haue beene brought vp in 
ſuch cuill fauoured ſhooting, that they can neither ſhoot 
fayte, nor yet neere. If any man will apply theſe chyngs 
together, hall not fee the one fir differ from the other, 
b And lalſo amonges all other, in writing this litle trea- 
l tiſe, haue folowed ſam? yong ſhooters, which both wil 
begin to ſhoote for a litle money, and allo will 15 to 
gote 
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and Yomen of England, 

ſhoote once or twiſe about the marke for nought, afore 
they begin a good. And therefore did Itake this litle 
matter in hand, to aſſay my ſelfe , and hereafter by the 
grace of God, if judgement of wiſe men that looke on, 
thinke that Ican do "oy good, I may perchance caſt my 
ſhaft among other, for better game, Let . in writing this 
booke, ſome man will marucile perchaunce, why that 
I being an vnperfit ſhooter, ſhould take in hand to write 
of making a perfit Archer : the ſame man peraduenture 
will marucile how a whetſtone which is blunt, can make 
the edge of a knife ſharp : I would the ſame man ſhould 
conſider alſo, that in going about any matter, there be 
foure things to be conſidered, doing, ſaying, thinking, 
and petfectnes: Firſt, there is no man that doth ſo well, 
but he can ſay bettet, or elſe ſome men, which be now 
ſtarke nought, hould be too good: Againe, no man can 
vtter with hys tongue, ſo well as be is able to imagen 
with his minde, and yet 8 it ſelfe is far aboue all 

thinking. Ihen, ſeeing that ſaying is one ſtep neerer per- 
fectnes than doing, let every man leaue marueyling why 
my word ſhall rather expteſſe, than my deede ſhall per- 
fourme perfect ſhooting. _. SF oe | 
I truſt no man will be offended with this litle Booke, 
exceptir be ſome Fletchers and Bowyers, thinking here- 
by that many that loue ſhooting, ſhalbe taught to refuſe 
ſuch noughty wares as they would vtter. Honeſt Flet- 
chers and Bowyers do not ſo, and they that be vnho- 
neſt, ought rather to amend them ſelues for doyng ill, 
than be angry with me for ſaying well, A Fletcher hath 
even as good a quarell to be angry with an Archer that 
reſuſeth an ill ſhaft, as a bladeſmith hath to a Fletcher 
that forſaketh to bye of hym a noughty knife: For as an 
Archer muſt be content that a Fletcher knowe a good 
 ſhaftin euery poynt for the perfecter making of it. So an 
honeſt Fletcher will alſo be content that a ſhooter know 
a good ſhaft in euery poynt for the perfiter vſing of it: 
becauſe the one knoweth like a Fletcher how to make 
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lt, the other knoweth lyke an Archer how to vſe it, And 
ſceing the knowledge is one in them both, yet the ende 
diuers, ſurely that Fletcher is an enemy to Archers and 
Artillery, which cannot be content that an Archer 
knowe a ſhaft as well for his vſe in ſhooting, as he him- 
ſelfe ſhould knowe a ſhafte for his aduantage in ſelling, 
And the rather, becauſe (hafres be not made ſo much to 
be ſolde, but chiefely to be vſed. And ſeeing that vſe 
and occupying is the ende why a ſhaft is made, the ma- 
king as it were a meanefor occupying, ſurely the know- 
ledge in euery poynt of a good ſhaft, is more to be res. 
quiredin a ſhooter thenina Fletcher. "i 
Vet, as I ſayd before, no honeſt Fletcher wil be angry 
with me, ſeeing I doo not teach how to make a hate 
which belongeth only to a good Fletcher, but to knowe 
and handle a ſhaft, which belongeth to an Archer. And 
this litle booke I cruſt, (hall pleaſe and profit both parts: 
For good owes and ſhaſtes ſhall be better knowen to 
the commodity of all ſhooters, and good ſhooting miy 
perchaunce be the more occupyed to the profite of all 
Bowyers and Fletchers. And thus I pray God that all 
Fletchers getting theyr lyuiag truely, and all Ar- 
chers vſing ſhooting honeſtly, and all inaner of 
men that fauour Artillery, may liue conti- 
nually in health and merineſſe, obeying 

their Prince as they ſhould, and lo- 

uing God as they ought, to whom 

Br all thyngs be all honour. 


and glory for cuer, 
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Ent or ov. Toxorurtys. 


Hilologus. Douſtudy too ſoze Tox- A. 
1. e 5 12 I will not hurt mp 

ouermuch J warrant you, PIII. 
2  ) Take heede pou doe not, foz we Phi⸗ 
. litions ſap, that it is nepther good fo 


the eyes in ſo cleare a ſunne, no? pet 


E & boleſome foz the body, 1 
: at, 


2D) ' meate, to locke vppon a mans booke, 
T OX, In eating and ſtudying J wil 


neuer follow any Phiſicke, foz if J did, J am ſure J ſhould 


haue ſmall pleaſure in the one, and leſſe courage in the other. 
But what newes dzane you hither A pꝛay pou : PH I. Small 
newes truely, but that as I came on walking, J foꝛtuned to 
come with thzee oz foure that went to ſhoote at the pꝛickes: 
And whẽ J lame not you amonges them, but at the laſt eſpyed 
pou looking on pour C (q ladly, thought to come 
and halve you with ſome communication, leaſt pour booke 
thouldrunne away with pou, Fo me thourht by pour waue- 
ting pace andearneſt looking, your bookeledde you, not you it. 
T O X, In deede as it chaunced, my minde went faſter then 
mp fecte, fo? I happened heere ts reade in Phedro Platonis, a 
place that entreates wonderfully of the nature of ſoules, which 
place, whether it were fc2 the paſſing eloquence of Plato, and 
che Greeke tongue : 02 fa che high and godly deſcription of 
W a” 
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tolooke to thy feete. Fo2 I was reading how ſome ſoules by 

ing well fethered, flewe alwayes about Hꝛauen and heauenly 
matters, otherſome hauing their feathers mouted away, and 
Nouping, ſancke down? into earthly things. PH I. Iremen⸗ 
ber the place very wel, and it is wander tully ſayd of Plato, 
and now J ſee it wis nd muede though pour feete fayled 
you, ſeeinx your minde flewe fa kate. OX. J am glad 
nom that you letted me, fo? my head akes wich looking on it, 
and becauſe you tell me ſo, I am very ſoꝛy that I was nxt with 
thoſe good kellowes you ſpake vpon, foz it is a very fapze dap 
fo! a m to ſhate in. PH I. And me tyincke you were a great 
deale better occuyyed and in better company, fo? it is a very 
fayꝛe day fo2 a mn to goe to his vook? in, I OX. All dayes 
and weathers will ſeru ? fo2 that parpoſe, and ſurely this occa: 


ſion was ill loſt. P H I, Nea but cleare weather maketh cleare 


mindes, and it is beſt a3 J ſuppoſe, to ſpende the beſt time vp⸗ 
p32 the belt thinges: And me thought you ſhotte very well, 
and at that at which enerp good Scholler ſhould moſt 
buſily ſhoote at, And A fuppaſe it be a great veale moze pleas 


(ace alſo to ſee a ſoul? flye in Plato, then a ſhaft flpe at the 


piickes, A graunt you, ſhooting is not the wopkk thing in the 
would, yet if we choote, and time ſhoote, we are not like to be 
great winners at the length. And you know alſo we Schollers 
haue mote earneſt and waighty matters in hand, no we be not 
bome to paſtime and play, as you knowe well enough who 


cin ſaveth. OX. Det the ſame man in the ſame place Philo- 


| place, chat as reſtes for laboure, and mederines for health, ſs 


loge, by yourleaue, doth admitte holeſome, honeſt and man: 
nerly paſtimes , to be as neceſſary to be mingled with ladde 
matters of che minde, as eating and leaping is fo? the health 
of the body, and yet we be bozne foz neyther of both, And A- 
riſtotle himſelle ſayth, that although it were a fond and a chil: 
diſh thing to be too earneſt in paſtime and playe, yet doth he 
affirme by the authoꝛitye of the olde Pete Epicharmus, that 
a mmm vſe play fo2 earneſt matters ſake, And in an other 


is paſtime at times fox ſav and weighty ſtudye. PHI, How 
much in this mattet 1s to be geuen — as” 
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of Ariſtotle c Tully I can nat tell, ſeeing ſad men ma? well 


Folio, 2, 


enough ſpeae merily foz a mery matter, this J am ſure, 


which thing this fayze wheate (God ſaue it) maketh mee re- 


member, that thoſe huſbandmen which rile earlieſt, and come 
lateft home, and are contente to haue their dinner and other. 


dinckinges bzought into the fielve to them, fo2 feare ot loo⸗ 
ſingof time, haue fatter barnes in the haruelt, than they which 
will eyther ſleeye at noone time of the day, oꝛ elſe make mery 
with their neighbours at the ale. And ſo a Scholler that pur⸗ 
poleth to be a good huſ band, and deſireth to reape and enioy 
much fruite of learning, mult till and ſowe thereafter; Dur 
beſt ſeede time, which be ſchollers, as it is very timely, and 
when we be pong: ſoit endureth not ouer long, and thcrefoze 
it may not bi let ſlippe one houre, our grounde is very har de, 
and ſull of weedes, our hoꝛſe where with we be mawen verye 


make a thziftye ſcholler take heede hom he ſpendeth his 

in ſpoꝛt and playe. I O X. That Ariſtotle and Tullye ſpoke 

—— and as they thought, the carneft matter whiche 

they entreate bpon, doth plainlpe pꝛoaue. And as fo your 

huſ bandzye, it was moꝛe pꝛobably tolde with apte woozdes 
the thing, chen 


ſometime of the dap, and ſometime of the yere, made as much 
fo2 the encreaſeoflearning, as to let the lande lye ſometyme 
fallow; makethfo2 the better encreaſe of come. This we ſee, 
if che lande be plowed-eyerp ytare, the come commeth thinne 
vpꝛ the care is ſhont, che graine is mall, and whẽ it ts ludught 
into the barne and tineſhed, geueth very ent faule. So thoſe 
which neuer leaue poping on their bookes „ haue oftentimes 


bane 115 


| 7 nc he be of a en lte 

ll p2 ben the labour of a good huſbande 
that knoweth well. what he. doth. And ſurelp the belt wittes 
t9 learning, mull needeß in but dau receationand ceaſing 


from 


tion, as other ooze men baue, and as ſmall 


wilde as Plato ſayth. Andinfiniteother mo lettes, —— In Phedra; 
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keom their booke, a elſe they marre them ſelues, when baſe 
and dunyih wits can neuer be hurt with continuall ſtudie, as 
pe lee in luting, that a tredle minen ſtring muſt alwayes be 
let downe, but at ſuch time as when a man muſt needes play: 
when the baſe and dull ſtring needeth neuer to be moued out 
ol his plate. The ſa ne reaſon I finde true in tua Bees that 
IJ haue, whereof the one is quicke of caſte, tricke, and trim 
both kor pieaſure and poitte : the other is a lugge ſlowe ol 
taſt, following the ſtring, moꝛe ſure for to laſt, then pleaſant foz 
to vſe. Ni ſic it chaunced this other night, one in ny chant: 
ber would needes bende them to pꝛuoue they? ſtrength (but 7 
cannot tell hom) they were both left bent till the next day after 
dinner : and when J came to them, purpoling to haue gone 
on ſhooting, J found my good Bawe cleane caſt on the one 
ſive, and as weake as water, that ſurely(if I were a rich man) 
Jhadrather haue ſpent a crown? : and as fm my lugge, it was 
not one whit the wozſe, but ſhot by and by as well and as farre 
as euer it did. And euen ſo I am ſure that good wits, except 
they be let vowne like a treble ſtring, and vnbent like a good 
caſting Bawe, they will neuer laſt and be able tocontinue in 
ſtudye. And A know2 where A ſpake this Philologe, foz J 
would not ſap thus much afoxe yong ma, fox they will take 
foone occaſion to ſkudy little pn2ugh, But I ſay it therekoze 
becauſe Fknowe, as little ſtudy getteth little learning oꝛ none 
at all, ſo the moſt ſtudy getteth not the moſt learning ot all. 
Fo! a mi witte ſoꝛe occupyed in earneſt ſtuvp, muſt be as 
wall recreated with ſon? haneſt paſtime, as the baby ſoze la · 
boured, mult be refreſhed with fleepe and quietneſſe, q; elſe it 
cannot eudure very long, as che noble Poete ſapth; ''* 
UUhat thing wants quiet e mery reſt, endures but a ſinall while. 


B. And Apꝛomiſe you by my indxement, is the moſt 


ſome other ſay, which are a al | | 
than you neede to be. PH I, Hindereth fear of n 
thing at all * that were a murneile tome truely, and Jam ſure 
ſeeing you lay ſo, vou haue ſome realon wherewith you can 
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defcnde ſhooting withall,and as foz will (foz the loue that you 
beare toward ſhooting) I thinke there ſhall lacke none in you. 
Therefoze ſeeing we haue ſo good leyſure both, and no bodye 
by to trouble vs: and ou ſo willing and able to defend it, and 
I fo ready and glad toheare what may be ſayd of it, I ſuppoſe 
we cannot paſſe the time better ouer, neyther pou for the ho⸗ 
neſty ok pour ſhooting, no; J fo2 mine owne mind ſake, then to 
ſce what can be ſapd with it, oz againſt it, and ſpecially in theſe 
dayes, when ſo many doth vſe it, and euery man in a manner 
doth common of it, I O X. To ſpeake of ſhooting Philologe, 
truely J would J were ſo able, eyther as I mp ſelfe am wil: 
ling, oꝛ pet as the matter deſerueth, but ſeeing with wilthing 
we cannot haue one now woꝛthy, which ſo worthy a thing can 
woꝛthely pꝛayſe: and although J had rather haue any other to 
do it than my ſelle, yet my ſelte rather then no other, J will 
not fayle to ſay in it what I can. Mherein, if J ſay little, lap 
that ol my little habilitye, not ol the matter it ſclfe which deſer⸗ 
ueth no little thing to be ſayd ok it. P H I. Jf it deſerue no little 
thing ta be ſayd ol it Toxophile,J marucile how it chaunceth 
then, that no man hither to, hach wꝛitten any thing ol it: where⸗ 
in you muſt graunt me, that eyther the matter is naught, vn- 
worthy, and barren to be 2nitten vppon, oz elſe ſame men are 
too blame, which both loue it and vſe it, and yet coulde neuer 
finde in theyꝛ hart, to ſay one good woꝛd of it, ſecing that very 
trifling matters hath not lacked great learned men to ſet them 
out, as gnattes and nuttes, and many other moe like thinges, 
wherefoze eyther you map honelllp lap very great fault vppon 
men becauſe they neuer pet pꝛayſed it,o2 elſe I may tuffly take 
away no little thing from ſhooting, becauſe it neuer yet deſer- 
uedit, TOX, Truely heereia Philologe, you take not ſo 
much from it, as vou geue fo it. Foz great and commodtous 
things are neuer greatly pꝛayſed, not becauſe they be not woz- 
thye, but becauſe they? excellencye needeth no man his pꝛayſe, 
hauing all their commendat ion of them ſelfe, not bozrowed of 
other men his lippes, which rather pꝛayſe them ſelle, in ſpea⸗ 
king much of a little thing then that matter which they entreat 
vppon. Great and good * 3 Fo2 who _ 
ih. maple 
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p1ayſed Hercules (ſapth the Greeke P'ou2rb?,) And that no 
man hitherto hath witten any booke of ſhooting, the faulte is 
not to be layed in the thing which was wythy to be unitten 
vppon, but of men which were negligent in doing it, and this 
was the cauſe thereof as J ſuppoſe, Men that vſcd Hoatiax 
moſt, and knew? it beſt, were not learned: men that were lear⸗ 
ned, vſed lietle ſhotinx, and were iga92ant in the nature ofthe 
thirx, and ſo few? min han? been? that h'therca were alle to 
w2ite vpon it. Yet haw lang (Hotiag hath cortinu2y, what 
com noa wealthes hath moſt vſed it, hon honeſt a thing it is 
fo all men, what kinde of lyuing ls euer they follaw?, what 
pleaſure and p2ofite co:mmeth of it, boch in peace and warre, all 
m ner oftongues and witers, Hebrae,G:eeke, and Latm?, 
hath ſo plentifully ſpaken of it, as of few? other things lyke. 
Do wyatſhotinx is, how many kindes there is of it, what 
ga3dnelſ2 is ioyned with it, is told: only how it is to be lears 
ned and bought to a perkectneſſe amonxes mea, is not toulde. 
P HI, Then Toxophile, if it be ſo as pou do ſap, let vs get 
foꝛwarde and examine how plentifully this is dane that you 
ſpꝛake, and ficlt of the inuention ot it, then what haneſtye and 
p:olite is in the vſe of it, both for warre and peace, maꝛe then in 
other paſtimes, laft of all how it ought to be learned amon es 
men fo2 the encreaſe ok it, whiche thing il you doe, not one! y Y 
now fo: pour communication but many other mo, when they 
ſhall knowe of it, fo2 your labour, and ſhaoting it ſelte alſo Gf 
it could ſpeake) to pour kindneſſe , will can you very much 
thancke, IOX. M lat good things men ſpeake of oting, 
and what good things ſhoting bzings to men, as my witte and 
knowledge will ſerue me, gladly ſh all I ſay my minde, B at 
how the thing is to be learned, J will ſurely leaue to ſome o⸗ 
ther which both fo2 greater experience in it, and alſo fo2 theyꝛ 
learning, can ſet it out better then J. P H I, C all, as for that, 
I knowe both what pou can do in ſhoting by experience, and 
tzat you can alſo ſpeake well ynough ofſhoting, t your leat⸗ 
ning: but go on with the firſt part. And J do not doubt, but 
what my deſire, what pour loue toward it, the honeſty of ſho · 
ting, the profit that may come thereby tomany Er 


. A? ad - » ww 


The ſchoole of Shooting, Folio. 4. 


the ſecoudpart out ol you at the lad. T O X. Of the tr fin- (. 
vers out of ſhoting, diuers men diuerlly do waite, Claudiane 
che Poet ſaich, chat nature gaue ex 


Claudia. 
ample of hoting firſt, by the „ Fier, 
Porpentine which ſhot his pickes,and will bit any thing chat Vier.. 
fightes with it: wherby men learned afterward did imitate the 
to Schythes the ſoume of Iupiter. Better and mote noble 
Tyiters bing ſhoting from a maze noble inuentour: as Pla- 
to, Calimachus, and Galene from Apollo. Pet long afoze 
theſe dayes do we rrade in the Bible of ſhoting 


In ſympo, 
In hym. 
Apollo, 
Geneſit. at. 


ting doth Vie, de 
ſhoting: no2 that neither doth not alittle et 7 


it out, that —— to es apoio ug FR 
which point highly pzapſed of Galene: where Galenuc in 
ſapth, that meanecraftes be firſt found out by men on beaſtes, exhor ad 
as weauing by a Spiver, and ſuch other : but high and com 5 cr. 
mendable ſciences by Gods, as ſhoting and Puſicke by A- n 
pollo. And thus ſhoting fo2 the neceſſity of it vſed in Adams 
vayes,to2 the nobleneſſe of it referred to Apollo, hath not bene 

only commended in all tongues & witers, but allo had in great 

Nice, both in the beſt conunonwealthes, in warre time faz the 
defence of their countrey, and of all degrees ol men in peate 

time, both fo2 th: honey that is io yned with it, and the p2ofite 

that followeth of ic, P HI. Cel, as concerning the finding 

out ok it, little pzaple is gotten to ſhoting thereby, ſeting good 
wittes may molt eaſely of all finde out a tryfling matter, 
But whereas you ſay that moſt common wealthes haue vſcy 
tit in warre time, and all degrees ol men may very honefilye 

vle it in peate time: I thincke you tan neyther ſhewe by au⸗ 

thozitye, no2 pet pzoue by reaſon. I O x. The vſe of it in war 

time, A will declare heereafter, And firſt how all kindes and 

ſozts of men (what degree ſoeuer they be) hath at all times a⸗ 
err 

pꝛoue. Cyaxares ing eaes, & great pr.,,1 5: 

grandfather to Cyrus kept a ſo2t of Sthiant with him only foz Ce 
this purpoſe, to teach his ſon Altiages to ſhoote. Cyrus being 


A. iu. a childe 


me” sf 1 CT A l 4 F 5 p 
" an a. Ain. dP or fits HE a, tro 


Xen. in in- 
ſti. Cyri. t. 
Ad Q nin, 
Fab. 1. 1. 


Strabo. 15. 


Tr 472 0 
Suet. 


Herodja 1. 


T hemiſt, 
in Ora. 6, 


TOXOPHILVS, A, 
a childe was brought vp in Hooting, which thing Neno phon 


would neuer haue made mention on, except it had beene fitte. 


for all Princes to haue vled: ſeeing that Xenophon wote 
Cyrus life (as Tully layth) not to ſhewe what Cyrus did, but 
what all maner of Pꝛinces both in paſtimes and earneſt mat- 
ters ought to doe. 

Darius, the ficſtof tha? name, and King of Perſſa, ſhewed 
playaly howe fitte it is ko; a Ring to loue and vſe ſhooting, 
which commaunded this ſentence to be grauen onhistombe, 
fo2 a Puincely memozy and pꝛayſe. | 


Darius the Kyng lyeth buryed heere, 
That in ſhooting and ryding had neuer peere. 


Agayne, Domitian the Emperour was ſo cunning in ſha⸗ 
ting, that he coulde ſhoote betwirt a mans fingers ſtanding 
a farre off, and neuer hurt him. Commodus alſo was ſu ex⸗ 
cellente, and had ſo ſure a hand in it, that there was nothyng' 
within his reache and ſhoote,but he would hit in what place he 
would: as beaſtes running, eyther in the head, o2 in the hart, 
and neuer mille, as Herodiane ſayeth he ſawehimletfe, o 
elſe he could neuer haue beleeued it, PHIL, In deede you 
pꝛayſe ſhooting very well, in that you chewe that Domitian 
and Commodus loue ſhooting, ſuch an vngratious couple Y 
2 a man ſhall not finde agayne, it he raked all hell fox 

em. g 

T OX, Una, euen as J will not commende their ilneſſe, 
ſo ought not pou to diſpꝛayſe their goodneſſe, and in deede, che 
iudgement of Herodian vppon Commodus is true of them 
bothe, and that was this: that belyde ſirength ol bodye and 
good ſhooting, they had no Pꝛincely thing in them, whiche 
ſaying me thincke commends ſhooting wonderkully, calling 
it a Pꝛincely thing, Furthermoze, how commendable ſhoo⸗ 
ting is fo2 P:iaces, Themiſtius the noble Philoſopher ſhew⸗ 
eth ta a certayne Dꝛation made to Theodoſius the Empe- 
rour, wherein he doth commend him laꝛ theee things, that he 
vſed of a childe: fo2 ſhooting, fo2 ryding of an hoꝛle well, and 
fo: feates ot armes. 


Poꝛe⸗ 
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M nequer, nat onelp Kings and Emperours haue beene 
brought vy in ſhooting, but alſo the beſt common wealthes 
that cuer were, haue made goodly Actes and L1wes koz it. as 
the berſi ins Which vnder Cyrus conquered in a manner all Herod. in 
the woꝛld, had a Lawe that they? childzen ſhoulde learne thꝛee Cl o. 
things, only from v.ycare ould vnto xx. to ryde an horſe well, 
ta ſhoate well, to ſpeake truth alwayes and neuer lpe. The 
Romaynes (as Leo the Empereut in his vooke of ſleightos 
of warre tellety) had a Lawe that euery man ſhould vſe boo Lo de 
ting in peace time, uh le he waz xl. yeare old: and that every raum 20. 
houſe ſhould haue a Bowe, and rl. Mattes ready fo) all needes, 
the oinitting of which Lawe (ſaveth Leo) among the youth, 
hath beene the onelp occaſion why the Romaynes [5ſt a great 
veal? of th2p2 Crmppe, But mote of this J will ſyeake when 


Folio. 5. 


J cone to the polite of ſhooting in warre. It J ould re- 
hearſe the Statutes made of noble Pꝛinces of E-g/avde in 


R 


arlaments foz the ſetting fozward of ſhooting, though this 
ealme, and ſpecially that Acte made fo? ſlooting the thirve 
peare of the raigne ofour moſt d22ade ſoueraigne Loꝛd Ring 
Henrye the vii. J could be very long. But theſe fewe ex⸗ 
am"les ſpecially of ſo great men, and noble common wealths, 
ſhall ſtand in ſteade of many, PH I. That ſuch Nꝛinces and 
ſuch common wealthes haue much regarded ſhogting, you 
haue well declared. But why ſhooting ought lo of it felte to 
be regarded, you haue ſcarceſy pet pꝛaued. T OX. Examples 
J graunt aut ot Oiſtopes do ſhewe a thing to be ſo, not pꝛoue 
a thing why it ſhould be fo, Net this I ſuppoſe, that neyther 
great mens qualityes being commendable ve withont great 
anthozitie , fo2 other men honeſt'y to follow them + noz pet 
thoſe great learned men that wote ſuch thinges, lacke good 
reaſon iuſtly at all times fo2 any other to appꝛoue them, 
Pꝛinces being childꝛen ought to be brought vp ta ſhooting x 
both becauſe it is an ererciſe moſt whaleſome , and alfo a 
paſtime moſt honeſt: wherein lavaure pꝛepareth the body to 
hardnefſe, the minde to couragieuſneſle, ſuffering neyther 
che one to be marde with tenderneſſe, noꝛ yet the other to be 
hurt with pdleneſſe; as wee reade how Sardanapalus and 
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V4 
ſuch other were, becauſe they were not bzought vp with out⸗ 
war de honeſt painkull paſtimes to be men: but cockerde vp 
with inwar de naughtye ydle wantonneſle to be women. Foz 
howe fitte labour is fo2 all youth, Iupiter o elſe Minos a- 
monges them of Greece, ànd Lycurgus among the Lacede- 
monians, do ſhewe by they? lawes, which neuer ozdepned any 
thing fo: the Ninging vp of pouth, that was not ioyned with 
{lavour, And the labour which is in ſhoting of all other is beft, 
both becauſe it encreaſcth flrenath , and preſeructh health 
molk, being not vehement, but moderate, not oucrlaping any 
one parte with wearineſſe , but loltly ererciſing euery part 
with equalnt lle, as the armes and luer ſtes with dꝛawing, the 
other partes with going, being not ſo pain full foꝛ the labour, 
as pleaſant fo2 the paſtime, which exerciſe by the iudgement 
of the beſt Pyyſitions, is molt alowable, By ſhoting aiſo is 
the minde honeſtly exerciſed, where a man alwayes deſirech 
to be beſt (which is a woꝛd ol honcſtye) and that by the ſame 
way, that vertue it ſelfe doth, coueting to come nigheſt a moſt 
perfite ende 02 meane landing betwixte two extreames , 
eſchewing ſhoꝛte, oz gone, o2 eyther ſide wide, fo? the which 
cauſes, Ariſtotle himſelfe ſayth, that ſhoting and vertue be 
very lyke. Pozeouer, that ſhoting of all other is the moſt ho- 
neſt paſtyme, and that leaft occaſion to naughimeſſe ioyned 
with it, two things very playnly do pꝛoue, which be as a man 
would ſape, the tutoꝛs and ouerſeers to ſhoting: Day light 


and open place where euery man doth come, the mainteiners 


and keepers of ſhoting, from all vnhoneſt doing. Ik ſhoting 
fault at any time, it hydes it not, it lurkes not in coꝛners and 
hudder mother: but epenly accuſcth and bewꝛaycth it ſelfe, 
which is the next way to amendmente, as wyſe men do ſaye. 
And theſe thinges J ſuppoſe be ſignes, not of nau htineſſe, 
fo2 any man to dilaiow? it: but rather very plaine tokens of 
honeſtpe,fo2 cuery man fo pꝛayſe it, The vſe ofſhoting alſo 
in great mens childꝛen, ſhall greatly encreaſe the loue and vſe 
of ſhoting in all the reſidne of youth, Fo2 meane mens mindes 
lone to be like great men, as Plato and Iſocrates do ſay, And 
that euery body ſhould learne to ſhote when they be yong, 

„ defence 


A 
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defence of the co.aman wealth, doth requyꝛe when they be 
olde, whithe thing caꝛ not be dane mightely when they be 
man, except they learne it per licly when they be bopes, And 
thecefoꝛe htm of al paſtiin?s is mod fitte to be vſed in 
chilhode: becauſe it is an imitatian o moſt carneſt things to 
be dane in mah me. UW peretae, ſhating is fitte far greate 
mens childꝛen, both becauſe it treagc3en2ty the bodye with 
whIlzſo:n2laboure, aw pleaſeth the minde with hon?Þ paſ- 
time, and alſo encourageth all other pouth earneſtly to follow 
the lane. And theſe reaſons (a3 I {appoſe) ſtirred vppe both 
geeat men to bing vp their childꝛen in ſhoting, and alſo noble 
com nan wealthes fo ſtraitly to commaund ſhating, There- 
fore ſeeing Princes maued by hoaeſt occaſions, haue in all 
co:nmon wealthes vled ſhoting, J ſuppoſe there is no other 
degree of men, neyther lawe noꝛ bye, learned noꝛ leude, yong 
noꝛ olde. P H I, Nou ſhall neede wade no farther in this mat⸗ 
ter Toxophile, but it᷑ yon can pꝛoue me that ſchallers and men 
geun to learning map honeſtly vſe ſhoting, I will ſone gr aunt 
yay that all other ſoꝛtes of men map not oaely lawfully, but 
bei rht ofdae:y to vſe it. But I thincke you cannot pꝛoue but 
that all theſe eramyles of ſhating brought froin ſo long a 
time, vſed of ſo nov!e Pzinces, conficmed by ſo wiſe mens 
lawes and iudgements, are ſet afoze tempoꝛall men, onely to 
followe them: whereby they may the better and ſtronglper de- 
fend? the common wealth wichall. And nothing belonge th to 
ſchallers and learned men, whiche haue an other part of the 
tommon wealth, quiet and pzaceable put to thep2 cure and 
charge, whoſe ende, as it is dinerſe from the other , ſo 
there is no one waye that leaveth to them both, IOX. A 
graunt Philologe, that S:holl:rs and Laye men, haue dp⸗ 
uers offices and charges in the com non wealthe, whiche re⸗ 
quy22s diuerſe bzinginx vppe in they? youth, if they ſhall do 
them as they ought to do in they? age. Pet as tempoꝛall men 
ok neceſſitye are compell ed to t ſomew hat of learning to 
doe they? office the better withall: ſo Schollers maye the 
boldlyer bowrowe ſome what of Lave mens paſtymes, to 
mapntayne they? health in ſtudye withall, And ſurely, of all 
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other things, ſhooting is neceſſary fo2 boch ſoꝛtes to learne, 
Aich thing, when it hath beene euermoꝛe vicd in E/ g/ande, 
how much good it hath done, both oulde men and Chꝛonicles 
dos tell, and alſo our emiempyes can beare vs recoꝛd. F02 if it 


be true (as J haue hear de ſayc) when the Ring of Exg/ande 


bath beene in Fraunce, the Pꝛieſtes at home becauſe they were 
Archers, haue bene able to ouet thꝛowe all Scotland. Againe, 
there is an other thing which aboue all other both mooue mee, 
not onely to loue ſhooting, to pꝛayſe ſhooting, to exhoꝛt all o⸗ 
ther to ſhooting, but alſo to vſe ſhooting mp ſelfe : and that is 
our late ing Henrye the eyght, hys moſt royall purpoſe and 
wyll, whiche in all his Statutcs generally voth commannde 
nen, and with his owne mouth moſt cently did exhozt men, 
nd by his great giltes and rewardes, greatly did encourage 
ien, and with his moſt Pyinccly example very okte did pꝛo⸗ 
zke all other men to the ſame, But heere you will come with 
mpoꝛall man and ſcholler: J tell you plainly, ſcholler oꝛ vn⸗ 
Joller, yea ik J were xx. ſchollers, I woulde thincke it were 
my duetie, both with cxhoꝛting men to ſhoote, and allo with 
ſhooting n lelfe, to helpe to ſet fozwarde that thing whiche 
the King his wiſe dome, and his Caunlaile, ſo greatly labou⸗ 
red to haue noe foꝛward: which thing ſurcly they did, becauſe 
they kne we it to be in warre, the defence and wall ol our coun- 
trie, in peace, an cxerciſe moſt wholeſome fo the body, a pal⸗ 
time moſt honeſt loꝛ the minde, and as J am able topzoue my 
ſelte, of all other moſt fitte and agreeable with learning and 
learned men. P H J. At vou can pꝛoue this thing ſo plapnly, 
as you ſpeake it earneſſly, then will J, not onely thincke as you 
do, but become a ſhaoter, and do as you do. But pet beware 
I ſay, leaſt you fo2 the great loue you beate toward ſhooting, 
blindlye iudge of ſhooting, Fo? loue, and all other to earneſt 
affections be not foꝛ nought painted blinde. Take heede (J 
ſay) leaſt you pꝛeterre ſhooting atoꝛe other paſtimes, as one 
Balbinus though blinde affection, p2eferred his louer befoze 
all other women, although ſhe were defozmed with a Polyp-' 
pus in her noſe. And although ſhooting may be meete ſome- 
time fo2 ſome ſchollers, and ſo foozth:yet the litteſt alwayes - 
fo 
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ts be pꝛeferred. Therefoze if you will nee des ge aunt ſchollers 
paſtime and recreation of theyꝛ mindes, let them vſe (as ma⸗ 
nye of them doo) Muſicke and plaping on inſirumentes, 

molt ſeemely ſq; all ſchollers, and moſt regarded al- 
wayes of Apollo and the Muſes. T O X. Euen as I can not 
deny, but ſome Muſicke is fit ſq learning, ſo Itruſt you can 
not choſe but graunt, that ſhootung is fit alſo, as Calimachus 
doth lignifte in this Werſe : 


Both merie longs and good ſhooting deliteth Apollo. 


But as concerning whether of them is moſt fitte kz lear- E 
ſchollers to vſe, you may ſap what you wlfoyour 

pleaſure : this J am ſure, that Plato and Ariſtotle both, in 
their Bookes entreating of the common wealth, where they 
dar how dend ſoul be ought vp i fore hangs, in 
reading, in wꝛighting, in exerciſe of body, and ſinging , doo 
make mention of Muſicke, and hari rr they 
both agree, that Muſicke vſed amonges the Lydians is very 
Al foz yong men, which be ſtudents to} — and learning, 
oz a certatne nyte, ſolte, and ſmoothe ſweetneſſe of it, whiche 
would rather entire them to uaughtines, than Kirre them to 


Another kindeof Muſicke inuented by the Dorians, they 
both wonderfully pꝛayſe, 3 
of vertue and learning, becauſe of a manly, rough, and ſtoute 
ſounde in it, which ſhould encourage yong ſtomackes, to at- 


heſe galiards, pauines and 


vertely tuned, be liker the Muſic ke of the Lydians 
Dorians, vou that be learned iudge. Ind what ſoener 
2 r 8, all manner of 
ambukes, with other inſtruments euery 
hr 0 a rr. 
niſtotle, as not to d among 
ſtudy la; learning and ver tue. 
Pallas when ſhe had inuented a Pype, caſt it away, not * 
much ſaych Ariſtotle, becauſe it defozmedher face, 2 
| r 
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rather, becauſe ſuch an inſtrument belonged nothing to lear⸗ 
ning, Howe ſuche inſtrumentes agree with learning , the 
goodly agreement betwirte Apollo God ef fearning}, and 
Marſias the Satyr, defender of pyping, doth well declare, 
where Marſyas had his ſkinne quitt pulled ouer his head for 
bis labour. 5 7 Rt 
Much Muſicke matreth mens manners, ſayth Galen, 
although ſome man will ſay that it doch not ſo, but rather re⸗ 
createth and maketh quicke a mans minde, yet me thincke by 
reaſon it oth as hony doth to a maus ſtomacke, which at the 
ft-ſt receyueth it well, but afterward it maketh it vnfit,to abide 


ally good ſtrong nouriſhing meate , 02 elſe any wholeſome 


Her do gn 
Clio, 


N rympha- 
8 


ſharpe and quicke dꝛincke. And euen ſo in a maner theſe in- 
ſtruments make a mans witte ſo ſoft and ſmoothe, fo tender 
and quaiſpe, that they be leſſe able tobzooke firong and tough 
ſtudye. Ulictes be not ſharpened, but rather dulled and made 
blunt, with ſuch ſweete ſoltneſſe, euen ag good edges be blun⸗ 
ter, which men whette vypon ſolt chalke ſtones, 
And theſe things to be true, not only Plato, Ariſtotle, and 
Galen, pꝛoue by authozity ot reaſon, but alſo Herodotus and 
other waters, ſhewe by plaine and euident example, as that 
of Cyrus, which aftcr he had oucrcome the Lydians, and ta- 
ken their King Creſus piſoner, yet after by the meane of one 
Pactyas a very head man amonges the Lydians, theprebel: 
led againſt Cyrus againe, then Cyrus had by and by, dꝛought 
them to vtter deſtruction, if Creſus being in good fauour with 
Cyrus, had not hartely deſyꝛed him not to reuenge Patyas 
fault, in ſhedding their bloud. But if he would folowhis coun⸗ 
ſalle, he might Wing to pale, that they ſhould neuer moze re- 
bell againſt him. And that was this, to make them weare lot 
kyꝛtils to the foote like. women, and that euery one of the: 
ſhould haue a Harpe o2 a Lute, and learne to play and 
Thich thing if you do ſayth Creſus (as he did in derde) 
ſhall ſee them quickly ol men made women. And thus 
and ſinging take away a manly ſtomacke, which ſhould enter 
and pearce deepe and hard ſtudye. | 
Euen luche an other ſtozpe dothe Nymphodorus — — 
ä re 
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ro Þiſtongrapher wite, ofone Seſoſtrĩs king of E 


ipt, 
ſtoꝛye becanſe it is ſomewbat long and very like mal 
pointes to the other, and alſo you do well enoughe remember 


it, ſeeing vou read it ſo late in Sophoclis Commentaries, J Comment. 
will nowe paſſe auer. Therefoe epther Ariſtotle and Plato m Ant 2E. 


knowe not what was good azd euill fo learning and vertue, 
and the example of wyſe H.tozpes be vainly ſet afoꝛe vs, 0 
elle the minſtrelſpe of Lutes, Pypes, Harpes, and all 

that ſtandeth by ſuch apce, fine minkin fingering (ſach as the 
malt part of fchollers whome J knowe vſe, N 
karre moꝛe fit fo! the womanniſhnes of it to dwell in the Court 
among Ladyes, than foz anp great thing in it, which ſhonild 
h:lpe goad and ſadde ſtudye, to abyde in the Vniucrfitye a⸗ 
mang ſchollers. But perhaps vou knowe ſome great good⸗ 
neſſe ot ſuch Muſic ke and ſuch i ſtruments, whereunto Pla- 
to and Ariſtotle his bꝛayne coulve neuer attapne, and there⸗ 
foze J will ſap no maze againlt it. 

pH l. Au Toxophile, is it not enough fo2 port to rayle 

bypon Muſick, except pou mocke me to * but to ſay the truth, 
J neuer thought my ſelfe theſe kindes of Muſic ke fitte fog 
learning, but that whiche J ſayde was rather to pꝛoue p 
than to defend the matter, Bat yet as J would haue this ſo 

o? Muſicke detaye among ſchollers, alen 
the bottome of my heart, that the laudable cuſtame of-Eng- 
lande to teache chilmen they? plaine ſong and pꝛickeſong, 
were not ſo decayed thzoughoute ail the Realme as it is. 
Which thing how profitable it was fox all ſazts of men, thoſe 
knewe not ſo well then which had it moſt, as they doo nowe 


which lacke it moſt, And therefo2e it is true N Teucer ſayth 
in Sophocles. 


++ * 


Seldome at all s things be bosdben hate hd he be, 
 Befoze a man ſuch thyags do miſſe out of hys handes, 


That milke is no fitterno2 me natur alt fo? the byingin 
vp of childꝛen than Muſicke is, both Galen proneth by autt 


rity, and dayly vſe teacheth by experience. o euen the = 
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babes, lacking the vſe of reaſon, are ſcarſe ſo well ftiled in 
fucking their mothers pappe, as in hearing their mother ling. 
Jane, how fit pouth is made, by learning to ling, lo Gram= 
mer and. other ſciences, both we dayly do ſee, and Plutarch 
{earnedly doth pꝛoue, and Vlato wiſely did allow, which rerey⸗ 
ued no ſcholler into his Schoole, that had not learned his ſong 
bef ne. The godly vſe of pꝛayſing God, by ſinging in che 
C'urch, needeth not my pꝛayle, ſeeing it is ſo pzayſed through 
all the Scripture, thereſoze now A will fpeake nothing of it, 
rather then J ſhould ſpeake too little of it. Beſyde all theſe 
commodityes, trulye two degrees of men, which haue the 
higheſt offices vnder the King in allthis Realme, ſhall greatly 
lacke the vſe of ſinging, Preachers and Lawyers, becau'e 
they Call not without this, be able to rule they? breftes, fo2 
euery purpoſe, Fo2 where is no diſtinction in telling glad 
things and fear efull things, gentlenes and cruelnes, ſoftnes 
and vehementnes, and ſuch like matters, there can be no great 
perſwaſion, 


Fc the hearers, as Tullie ſayth, be much affectioned, as 
he is that ſpeaketh. At his woꝛdes be they dzawen, il he ſtand 
fill in one faſhion , they? mindes ſtand ſtill with him: Af hee 
thunder, they quake: At he chivz,they feare : Af he tomplaine, 
they ſoꝛy· with him: And finally , where a matter is ſpoken, 
with an apt voyce, fox euery affection, the hearers fo the moſt 
part, are moued as the ſpeaker woulde. But when a man is 
alway in one tune like an humble Bee, 62 elſe now in the top of 
the Church, now downe, that no man knoweth where to haue 
him: oz piping like a reede, 02 rozing like a Bull, as ſome 
Lawyers doo, which thincke they doo beff, when they cry low: 
veſt, theſe hall neuer greatly moue, as I haue knowen many 
well learned, haue done, becauſe they vopce was not ſtayed 
aloe, with learning to ſing. Fo2 all voyces, great and ſmall, 
baſe and ſh2ill, weake 02 ſoft, may be holpen and bzought to a 
good point, by learning to ſing, 
TUbether this be true o2 not, they that ſtand moſt in neede 
can tell beſt, whereof ſome J baue knowen, which, becauſe 
they learned not to ling when they were boyes, were fayne 
io 
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to take paine in it, when they were men. Al any man cheulde 
heare me Toxophile, that would thincke J did but fonvly, to 


would aſke him if he thought not nature a foole, foz making 
ſuch goodly inſtruments in a man, fo2 well vttering his wozds, 
dz elſe it the two noble Ozatozs Demoſthenes and Cicero 
were not fooles, whereof the one did not only learne to ſing of 
'aman : but alſo was not aſhamed to learue how he ſhoulde 
vtter his ſoundes aptly of a dogge, the other ſettcth out no 
poynt of Rhetorike ſo fully in all his bookes, as how a man 
thould oꝛder his voyce foz all kinde ot matters. 

Therekoze ſeeing men by ipeaking differ and be better than 
beaſtes, by ſpeaking well better than other men, and that 
ſinging is an helpe towarde the ſame, as dayly experience 
doth teache, example of wiſe men doch alowe, authozitpe of 
learned me doth appꝛoue, wherewith the foundation of youth 
in all good common wealthes alwayes hath bene tempered: 
ſurely if J were one of the Parliament houſe , J would not 
faple, to put vp a bill ſo the amendement of thys thyng, but 
becaule I am like to be none this peare, I will ſpeake no moze 
ok it, at this time. I OX. It were pity truly Philologe, that 
the thing Gould be neglected, but J truſt it is not as vou lay, 
PHI, Che thing is too true, fo2 ol them that come dayly to 
the Vnĩuerſitye, where one hath leatued to ſing, fire hath 
not. But now to our ſhooting Toxophile againe, wherein J 
ſuppole you cannot ſay ſo much fo2 ſhooting to be ſitte ſq lear⸗ 
ni iq, as you haue ſpoken againſt Muſic ke fe the ſame, 

Therefore as concerning Muſicke, J can be content to 
graunt pou pour in nde: But as fo2 ſhooting , ſurely I ſup- 
pale that you cannot perſwaveme, by no meanes, that a man 
can be tarneſt in it, and earneſt at his booke to: but rather J 
thincke that a man with a bowe 92 his backe, and ſbaftes vn- 
der his girdle, is maze fitte to warte bppon Robin Hoode, 


ſuppoſe that a voyce were ſo neceſſary to be loked vpon, J . 


F ollo. 9. 


than vpon Apollo o2 the Muſes, IOX. Outr carneſt hoo» 


ting ſurely J will not auer earneſily delend, lo; I euer thought 
ſhooting ſhoulde be a wayter vppon learning, not ampſtres 
auer learning. Net this J-maxueile nut alitile at, — 
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JT thincke a man with a bowe on his backe is moze like Robin ' 
Hoodes ſeruaunt, than Apollos, ſeeing that Apollo him: | 

| Wl ſelfe in Alceſtis of Euripides, witch Tragidie you redve c⸗ 
* Le penlo not long ago, in a maner glozfpeth ſapinx this Uerſe. 

It is my wont al wages my Bowe with me to beare. | 


Th2refare alearned min ought not too mich to be aſha⸗ 
med to beace that ſom time, witch Apollo G2d of learnng 
himſelke was nat aſh ned alwayes to beare. And becauſe ve 
would? haut a mu wayte vppon the Muſes, and not at all 
meddle with choting: Ammueile that vou da not remember 
hom that the ir. Mules their ſelle as ſoone as they were bone, 
were put to wirlſe to a Lady called Euphe mis, which had a 
ſonne na ned Erotus, with whome,the ix. Muſes for his excel 
lent ſhooting, kept euermoꝛe company withall, and vſed dayly 
to ſhoote together in the Mount Pernaſus ; and at laſt it chan⸗ 
ced this Erotus to dye, whole death, the Males lamented 
greatly, and fell all vpon their knees atoꝛe Iupiter their fa: 
ther, and at their requeſt, Erotus f ſhoting with the Muſes: 
in earth was made a Sigae, & called Sagittarius in Hauen. 
Therefore vou ſee, that if Apollo and the Muſes eyther were 
examhles in deede, oꝛ only kayned ol wile men to be examples 
of learning, honeſt ſhooting mw well enough be companion 
with honeſt ſtudye. PH I. Mell Toxophile, if pon haue no 
ſtronger defence of ſhoting then Paetes, J feabe if your com- 
p mions which lou? ſhaoting heard you, they woulde thincke 
vou mad? it but a trifling and kabling matter, rather then any 
other man that loueth not ſhoting, could be perſwaded by this 

reaſon to loue it. T OX. Euen as J am not ſo foftde but Y.' 
kn9'v? that theſe be fables, ſo I am ſure you be not ſo igno⸗ 
rauat, but you knawe what ſuch noble wittes as the Pyetes 
had, meant by ſuch matters: which oftentimes vnder the 
conering of a fable, do hyde and wappe in goodly pꝛecepts of 
P3)ti:oſophie, with the true iudgement of thinges. Mhich to 
be true ſpecially in Homer and Euripides, Plato, Ariſtotle, 

| and Galene, plainly do ſhewe: when tough all their works 
| (a mmer) they determine all controuerſies, by 1 — 
1 etes, 
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Pyetts, and ſuch like authozityes, Therefoze if in this mat: 
ter J ſeeme to fable, and nothing pꝛoue, J am content you 
iudge ſoon me: ſceing the ſame iudgement ſhall condemue 
with me Plato, Ariſtotle, and Galene, whomc, in that cr: 
rour, J am well content to followe, Jf theſe ould examples 
— — ſap pou to theſe ? that the beit 
arned and ſageſt men in this Realme, which be now aliue, 
both loue ſhoting and vſe ſhoting, as the beſt learned Biſhops 
that be: amonges whome Philologe, pour ſelfe knowe foure 
-02 fiue, which as in all good learning, vertue, and ſageneſſe, 
they geue other men exanpple what thing they ſhould do, cuen 
fo by their fhoting they plamly ſhewe what honeſt paſtime, o⸗ 
ther men geuen to learning, may honc ſtly vſe, That earneſt 
ſtudye nuſt be recreated with ſome honeſt paſtime, ſuffict: 
ently A haue pꝛoued afoze, both by reaſon and authozitie of the 
beſt learned men that ener vnote. Then ſeeing paſtimes be 
Jawfull, the moſt fitteſt fox learning is to be ſought foꝛ. A pal⸗ 
time, ſaych Ariſtotle, muſt be like a medicine. Bedicines 
ſtand bycontraries, therefoze the nature of ſtudying conſide⸗ 
red, the fitteſt paſtime ſhall ſcone appeare. Jn ſtudpe, euery 
parte of the body is idle, which thing cauſeth grofle and colde 
bumours to gather together and vere Schollers very much, 
the minde is altogether bent and ſet on wozke, A paſtime then 
muſt be had, where euery part ofthe body muſt be laboured to 
ſeperate and leſſon ſuch humours withall: the minde muſt be 
vnbent, to gather and fetch againe his quicknes withall. Thus 
paſtimes fo2 the minde only, be nothing ſitte foꝛ ſtudentes, be⸗ 
cauſe the body which is moſt hurt by ſtudy, ſhould take no pꝛo⸗ 
fice at all thereat, This knewe Eraſmus very well, when he 
was — 8 in Cambridge: which whenhe had beene ſore at his 
booke (as Garret our tco'tebpnder hach very oft told me) fo2 
lacke of better exerciſe, would tale his horſe, & ryde about the 
market hill, c come againe. Ita ſcholler Could vſe bowles oꝛ 
tennyes, the labour is ſo vehement & vnequall, which is con- 
demned of Galene: the cxample verp ill foꝛ other men, when 
by ſo mam actes they be made vnla wlull. Running, leaping, 
ant coyting be * ſo rot fitte by Ariltotles 
B. it, iudgement: 
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iudgement: walking alone in the ſteld hath no token o? cou⸗ 
rage in it, a paſtime like a ſimple man which is neyther fleſhe 
no} fiche. Therefoze if a m would haue a paſtime haleſome 
and equ all foꝛ euery part ol his body, pleaſant and til of cou⸗ 
rage fo! the minde, not vile and vnhaneſt to geue ul exanmle to 
lave men, not keyt in Gar dines and comers, nat krking on the 
night am in holes, but euecmoꝛe in the face of men, epther to 
rebuke it when it doch il, oꝛ elle to teſtifye on it when it both 
well: let him ſeeke chiꝛkely ok all other to2 ſhooting, P H IT, 
Such common paſtinies as men commanlp do vie, I will not 
greatly allow? to be fit foꝛ ſchollers : ſeeing they may vſe ſuch 
exerciſes very weil (J ſuppoſe) as Galen himſelce doth alow. 
TO X. Theſe exerciſes I remember very well, fo2 Jredve 
them within theſe two dayes, of the which, ſome be theſe: to 
rue vp e downe an hill, to clyme vp a long pswle, oꝛ a rope, 
and there hang a wie, ta halde a man by his armes and waue 
with his heeles, much like the paſtime that boyes vle in the 
Churche when their Maiſter is away, to ſwing and totter in a 
bellrope : to make a ſite, and ſtretche out both his armes, and 
ſo ſtande like a Rode. To goe on a ans tiptoes, ſtretching 
out the one ol his armes foꝛward, the other backward, which 
if he blered out his tongue alſo, might be thought to daunce 
Anticke verye pꝛoperly. To tumble otter and ouer, to toppe o⸗ 
uer tayle: to ſet backe to backe, Eſee who can heaue an others 
heeles higheſt, with other much like: which ex erciſes ſurelp 
muſt needes be naturall, becauſe they be ſa chilviſhe, and they 
may be alſo wholeſome fo2 the bodye: but ſurely as ka plea» 
ſure to the minde, oꝛ honeſty in the doing of them, they be as 
like ſhooting,as Yorke is foule Sutton, Therefore to loke on 
all paſtimes and exerciſes wholeſome foꝛ the body, pleaſant foꝛ 
p minde,comly fo2 euery mm to vo, honeſt fo all other toloke 
on, pꝛoſitable to be ſet by of euery man, woꝛthy tobe rebukev 
of no man, fitte f all ages, perſous and places, only ſhooting 


. thall appeare, wherein all theſe commodities map be founde. 


P HI, To graunt Toxopiile, þ ſtudents may at times con- 
uenient vie ſhooting as moſt holeſome & honeſt paſtime: pet to 
do as (ome da, to ſh ate hourely,daply,wzekelp, OT 


The ſchoole of Shooting, 
n pꝛayſe, r 
heneftlydefende. T O 


alowe,no2 you your ſelfecan OX, Sure⸗ 
ye Philologe, Yam very glad toſee you come to that poynt 


that moſt lyeth in your flomacke, and greeueth you and other 
fo much. But J trult after I haue ſayd my minde in this mat · 
fer, you ſhall ronfeſſe your (ele that you do rebuke this thing 
on ernes neeve, rather then pou ſhall finde that any man 
, moze time in ſhooting then he 
x fozmoſt the whole time is deuided ints 
both verupyed in many honeſt 
much but in no wile it can be applyed to ſhoting. 
And heere you ſee "that halke our time, graunted to all other 
things in a maner both good and ill, ts at one ſwappe quite 
taken away from ſhaoting. Now let vs goe fo: ward, and ſee 
how much ok halle this time of ours is ſpent in hooting, 

The whole yeare is deuided into foure partes, 

Sommer, Faule of the leafe, and — the Uin⸗ 
ter, for the roughnelle of it, is cleane taken away from ſhoo- 
ting: except ic be one day amonges xx. 02 one pate amonges 
xl. In Sommer top the keruent heate, a man may ſay lyke⸗ 
wile: except it be ſometime againſt night. Now then Spꝛing 
time and faule of theleafe, be thoſe which we abule in ſhoting. 
But if we confiver how mutable and change able the weather 
is in thoſe ſeaſons, and how that Ariſtotle himſelfe ſayth, 
that moſt part of rayne kauleth in theſe two tymes : we hell 
well perteiue, that where a man would ſhote one day, he ſhall 
be faine to leaue off foure. Now when time it ſclfe graunteth 
vs but alittle ſpace to ſhoote in, let vs ſee if ſhooting be not 
hindered amonges all kindes of men as much other wayes, 
Firſt, yong chldzen vle not, yong men foz feare of them 
whome they be vnder too much dare not: ſage men fo2 other 
greater buſines, will not: aged men fo2Tacke ol Crength, can 
not: rich men fo? conetouſneſſe ſake, care not: pose men for 
co and charge, may not: maiſters fo2 their heuſſ / euld ker⸗ 


Folio, I I * 


Spꝛing time, 


ping, heede not: ſeruauntes kept in by their mailicrs, vetye 


oft ſhall not: trattes men fo2 2 ok their puing ; very 
much 


2 
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; much leyſure haue not: and many chere be that oft beginnes, 
but foz vnapineſſe pzoues not:and moſt of all, which when they 

be ſhooters geue it ouer and liſt not, ſo that gener ally men e. 

uerye where fo2 one oz other conſider ation, much ſhooting 

ble not. Therefoze theſe two thinges,ſtrapceneſle of time, and 
euerve mans trade of lpuing, are the cauſes that ſo fewe 
men ſh hates: a3 pau may let in this greate tow:e, where as 
there be a $32:1ſan2 gad meus bodyes, vet ſcarce x. that vſeth 
am gceate ſhating. And thaſe whom? part ſee ſhoate the 
maſt, wit) haue m m things axe they dꝛawen, oꝛ rather dts 
uen kcom ſhooting, Fc ſieſt, as it is many a yeare 02 they be⸗ 
' gi ⁊ ta be great (hooters, cuen fo the great heate of ſhooting is 
| gone within a veare ꝙ tos: as you knowe diuerſe Philologe 
, pou: ſelfe, which were lametime the belt ſhooters, and nowe 

they be the beſt ſtudents. 

Ik a min faule ſicke, farew2l ſhoating, may fortune as 
long as he lyueth. Ik he haue a mentche, oz haue taken colde 
in his arme, he may hang vp his Bowe (J warrant you) f 
one ſeaſon, A little blayne, a ſmall cutte, yea, a ſilly poozs 
wom? in his finger, may keepe him from ſhooting well y» 
nough. Bieaking, and ill lucke in Bowes, J will paſſe ouer, 
with an hundꝛed ma ſere things, which chaunceth euery day 

to them that ſhate moſt, whereof the leaſt of them may com- 
9 pell a in i to leaue ſhaoting. And theſe things be ſo true and 
(| euivent, that it is impaſſivle epther foz me craftelp ta fapne 
| them, oꝛ elle fo2 pou iuſtly to denye them, Then ſceinghowe 
maay hundꝛed things are required altogether to geue a man 
leaue to ſhante, and any one of them denyed, a man can net 
ſhoote : and ſeeing euery one of them may chaunce, and dot 
chance euery day, A meruaile any wiſe man will chincke it 
polliole,that any great time can be ſpent in ſhooting at all, 

P H I. I this be true that you ſay Toxophile, and in ve- 
ry deede can denye nothing of it, A meruayle greatly hom it 
chaunceth, that thoſe which vſe ſhaoting be ſo much marked 
of men, and oft times blamed fo2 it, and that in a maner as 

Carves ach as thoſe which plape at Carves and Dyſe. And J ſhall 
hett. tell ou wat A heard ſpoken of the ſane matter, A man, no 
Hooter, 


The ſchoole of Shootiag. 
Hoster, (wot long agoe) woulde defende playing at Car des 
and Dyſe it it were honeſtly vſed, to be as honeſt paſtime as 
pour ſpotig: Foz be layed fox him, that a man might play fo 
a little at cardes and dyſe, and alſo a man might ſhoote away 
all that cuer he had. He ſayd, a payde of Cardes coſt not paſt 
ii. pence, and that they needed not ſo much reparation, as bowe 
and ſhattes: they would neuer hurt a mans hand, noꝛ neuer 
weare his geare. A man ſhould neuer flea a man with ſhoa⸗ 
ting wide at the cardes, Jn wete and 
wou de neuer fozlake a man, he ſhewed what great varietye 
there is in them fo euery mans capacity: if one game were 
hard, he might eaſely learne an other: if a man haue a good 
game, there is great pleaſure in it: if he haue an ill game, the 
pepne is theyt, tp he may ſcone giue it cuer, — a 
h : with many other mo reaſons. But at the laſt he cen: 
cluded, that becwirte playing and ſhooting, well vſed oz il 
vſed, chert was no difference : but that there was lee coffe 
and trouble, and a great deale moꝛe pleaſure in playing, then 


in 

T OX, I cannot denpe, but ſhooting (as all other good 
things) may be — Nav good things vngodly vſed, are 
not goad, ſapethj an honoura le Biſhop in an eat neſter matter 
then this is: yet wee mut tre that we laye not mennes 
faultes vppon the thing whiche is not worthp, for ſo nothing 
ſhould be good, And as fo ſhooting, it is blamed and marked 
of men lp that thing (as Jhaue ſapd befoze) whiche ſhould 
be rather a token ol honeſtye to pzayſe it, then anye ſigne of 
naughtineſle to diſalowe it, and that is bete u e it is in euerye 
mans \ixht, it ſeeketh no comers, it hydeth it not ik chere be 
neut ſo little faulte in it, euery man ſeeth it. it accuſeth it ſelfe, 
Fm one houre ſpente in ſhooting” is 'moze ſetne and ſur ther 
tulkev of, then twenty nightes ſpent in dyling, cuen as a little 
white ſtone is ſcen? amonges thzee hundzed blacks, Df thoſe 
that Hame ſhooting and ſhooters, Y will ſp no moꝛe at this 
time but this, that beſtde that chey ffoppe > hinder ſhooting, 
which the Statutes woulde haue — en — j 
vniyke in this poyute tao — n wh 

« Ali. ich 
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xe, hote aud cold, they 
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Is Phedro. ((ayeth Plato) be knowen from vahonett things, by this vifs 


Plat. in 
Lym. 


PFlads 


In Phedro. - Rewer in other” Gavs compauyes., and thereloze Homer 
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which ſmiteth him that ſtandeth almayes befoze his face, be 
be neuer ſo wan ſpipkull a man, and neuer greatly lookes fox 
him which lurkes behinde an other mans backe, that hurte 
him in deede. | 
Bat to him that compared gauriing with ſhooting, ſome: 
what will J aunſwere, and becauſe he went aloe me in a com⸗ 
pariſon: an conhariſons layth learned men, make playne 
matters: J will ſurely folowe him in the ſame, Honeſt things 


ference, vnhaneſtye hath euer pꝛeſent pleaſure in it, hauing 
neyther gaod pꝛetence going belde, noz pet any profit folo- 
wing aĩter: which ſaying deſcribeth generally, both the ua» ⸗ 

ture of ſhooting and gamaing which is good, and which is 
euill, very well, 

Gamning hath iayned with it, a vaine pꝛeſent pleaſure, but 
there falowech lolle of name, loſſe ak gosdes, — 4 
an hundzeth gowtye, dopſpe diſeaſes, as euery man an cell, 
Ohoting is a painkull paltime, whereof foloweth health of 
body, quicknes of witte "havility to defende our countrep, as 
our enempes can beare recoꝛde. 
Loth J am to co nyaxe theſe things together, and yet I do 
it not becauſe there is any compariſon at all betwixt them, but 
thereby a man ſhall ſee how good the one is, and hon euill the 
other. Fo2 A thincke there is ſcarce ſo much contrariouſnes, 


| betwirt hote and cold, vertue and vice, as is betwirt theſe two 


things: Fo2 what ſo euer is in the one, che cleane contrary is 
in the other, as ſhall plainly appeare if wor conſider, both their 
beginnings, their encreaſings, their fruits, and the endes 
which J will ſoone ridde euer. 

The ſirſt bꝛinger into the woꝛld of ſhooting, was Apollo, 
which fox hys wiſedome, and great commodities, bzought a- 
monges men by him, was eſteemed watthy,. ta be counted as 
a Goadm heauen. 

Doſing ſurely is a baſtardbome, becauſe it is ſayde tu baue 
two fathers, and yet both nought: Che one was an vngra⸗ 
tious Sad, called Theuth, which foz his noughtineſſe, came 


dath 


The choole of pare 


— Dea 
ond 5 euer had in mot vile reputation, in all tozpes and 
Wn 

The Folterer of ſhooting is Labour, thet companion of 
ver tue, the maintepner ol honeſtye, the encreaſer ol health and 
welchineſſe, whiche admitteth nothing in a maner into hys 
company?, that ſtandeth not with ver tue and honeſtye, and 
therelcʒe ſapth the olde Poete Epicharmus very metely in 
Xenophon, that God ſelleth vertue, and all other good things 


e GOO. of vertue, the 

taryech in it, and haucer doth ſay very well in the Par⸗ 
uns tale, the greene path way to hell, hauing this thing ap⸗ 
vnto it, that where as other vices haue ſome cloke of 
„ only idlenes can neyther do well, no2 yet thincke 


companye, ſhooting neuer lirreth, the one called 
Day light, the other, Open place, which two keepe tHooting 
from euill company, c ſuffers it not to haue too much ſwinge,, 
but euermoze keepeth it vnder awe, that it dare da nothing in 
the open face of the wonld, but that which is good and honeſk. 
Likewpſe, dyſing and carding haue two Tutours, the one, 
named Solitariouſnes, whiche lurketh in holes and copners, 
other, called Night, an vngratious couer ofnaughtines, 
two things be very Inkepers &recepuers of all naugh⸗ 
tinelle and naughty things, and thereto they be in a maner, 
o2dayned by nature, Fo? on the night time, and in comers, 
Spirites and theeues, rattes and miſe, toades and oules, 
ea 
vermine, and > , 
inthe day li — od which be o2depned of God 
fo2 honeſt they dare noe once come, which thing, Eu- 
riptdes noteth very well, ſaving. 


Mchengs he neg, nos dend va wth ont ag 
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Xen, de 


ta men fo2 labour, The Nource of diſe and cardes, is we: 4. & 
the dzowner of youth, that Tal. Soe. 


well. Again, hootig hath two tours to lake vpon it, out 


Idi inw” 


Tas, 
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2 — — —— ——— ̃ ;— 


„ RC... 


— . ˙¹ »A ̃ ³ — 3 — 


Chaucer, 


chat vertue it ſelfe ſtandeth by, as bzought in by God, oz God- 
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Companyons of ſhooting, be pꝛouidens, good heeve geuin g, 
true meating, honeſt compariſon, whiche thinges agree with 


vertue very well, Carving and dyſing, haue a ſoꝛt of good 


fellowes alſo, gomg commonly in theyꝛ company, as blinde 
Foꝛtune, ſtumbling chaunce, ſpittle lucke, falle dealing, crafty 
conueyaunce, HM ainle ſſe bzawling, falſe Weiten whic 
good fellowes will ſoone take a man by the ſleeuc, and 
him take his Inne, ſome with beggery, ſome with goute any 
dꝛopſye, ſome with thefte and robbery, and ſeldome they will 


leaue a man befozehe come epther to hanging, oꝛ clſe ſome os 


ther extreme mylerye. To make an ende, how ſhooting by all 
mennes lalses hath beene allowed, carding and dyſiug by all 
mennes iudge ments condemned, Jneeve not ſhewe, the mat 
ter is ſoplaine, 

Therefoze when the Lyclians ſhall inuent better thinges 
then Apollo, when ſlothe and ydlienes ſhall encreaſe vertue 
mote thenlaboure, when the night and lurking comers, ge⸗ 
ueth lefle occaſion to vnthyiftines, than light day and opennes, 
then ſhall ſhooting and ſuch gamning, be in ſunnne compart: 
ſon like. Det euen as I do not ſhewe all the goodnes which 
is in chaoting, when J p2ooue it ſtandeth by the ſame things 


Ivlike men, foſtered by labour, committed to the ſauegarde of 
lygbt and opennes,accompanyed with pꝛouiſion anddiligenre, 
loued and allowed by euerye good mans ſentence : 
likewiſe doo J not open halfe the naughtines whiche is in 
carding and dyſing, when J ſhewe how they are bonne of a 
deſperate mother, nouriſhed in idlenes, encreaſed bp lycence 
of night and cozners, accompanyed with Foztune, chxunce, 
deceyte, and craſtines: condemned and baniſhed, by all lawes 


und iudgementes. 


Fc if A woulve enter, to deſcribe the monſtrouſnes of it, 
I chould rather wander in it, tt is lo bzode, than haue my ready 
paſſage to the ende of the matter: whoſe horriblenes is ſo 
large, that it paſſed the eloquence ot our Engliſh Homer, to 
compaſle it: yet becauſe I eucr thought his ſapings to hane 
as much authozitye, as epther Sophocles, 02 * 


The ſchoole of Shooting, 


- Sreeke, therefoze gladly do J remember theſe Uerſes of 
ps. | 


Daſardy is very mother of leaſfngs, 
Ind of decepte, and cutſed ſweart 


Elaſphenty et Chur, mans — and waſte allo 
Okt cat teil, of tyme, of other thyngs mo. 


Mother of leſinges, ) true it map be called ſo, if a man 
tonſider how many wares, and hom many things he loſeth 
thereby, foz firſt he laſech his goodts, he loſeth his time, he 
loleth quickenes ol witte, and all good luſte to other things, he 
loſeth honeſt company, he loſech his good name and eſtimati⸗ 
on, and at laſt, it he leaue it not. loſech God, and heauen and all: 
and in ſteede of theſe things winneth at length, eythet hanging 


o2 hell. 

J And of deceyre.) I trowe if I Hould not lye, there is 
not balfe ſo much crafte vſed in no one ting in the woꝛlde, as 
in this curſed thing. hat falſe dyſe vie they ꝛ as dyſe ſop- 
ped with quickſũduer ꝶ heares, dyſe of varmtage, flattes, gour- 
des to chop and change when they liſte, to let the true dyſe fall 
vnder the table, and ſo take vp the falſe, and if they be true 
dyſe, what ſhift will they make, to ſet the one ol them with flp. 
ding, wich cogging, with foyſliag, wich copting as they call it. 
Naw will they vſe theſe ſhiftes, when they get a playne man 
that can not kill ot them: How wil they go about, if they per: 
ceyue an honeſt man haue money, which lift not play, to pꝛo⸗ 
uoke him to playe : They will ſceke his company, they will 
let him paye noughte, yea and as J heard a man once ſap that 
he did, they will ſende fo him to ſome Houſe, and ſpende per⸗ 
chaunce a crowne on him, and at {aft will one begin to ſaye: 
what my maſters, what ſhall we do * hall euery man playe 
his xii, pence whiles an apple roſte in the fyze , and then wee 
will dꝛincke and departe : Ny will another (ay (as falſe as 
he) you cannot Teaue whenyou begin, and therefore J will not 
playe : but yet if yon will gage, that euery man as he hath 
loft his xii. pence ſhall ſit v9wne, I am contente, foz ſurely I 


would winne no mannes money heere, but euen as muche as 
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In ſuppli. 


bonelt man that thought not to play, what will you play your 


TOXOPHILVS. A. 
would paye ko my ſupyer, Then ſpeaketh the thirde, to the 


xii.pente if he excule him, tuſhe man will the other ſay, ſticke 
not in honeſt company foz xi, pence, J will beare pour halle, 
and heere is mp money, WIE 
"Now all this is to make him to beginne, for theyknowe if 
he be once in, and be a loofer, that he wi nat ſticke at his xii, 
pence, but hopeth euer to get it againe, whiles perhappes he 
looſe all, Then encry one of them ſetteth his ſhiftes abꝛache, 
ſome with falſe dyſe, ſome with ſetling of dyſe, ſome with ha- 
ting outlandiſh Uuer copnes guilded, to put away at a time 
koꝛ good golde. Then if there come a thing in controuerſpe, 
mult you be iudged by the table, and then farewell the honeſt 
mans parte, fo2 he is boꝛne downe oneneryfive, © 
Nowe ſir , beſyde all theſe things, they haue certayne 
tearmes (as a man would ſaye) appꝛopꝛiate to their playing: 
whereby they will dꝛawe a mans money, but pay none, which 
they call barres, that ſurely.he that knoweth them not, may 
ſoone be debarred of all that euer he hath, befoze he learne 
them, Ik a plaine man loſe, as he hall do eutr, 02 elſe it is a 
wonder, then the game is ſo deuliſh, that he tan neuer leaue: 
F 02 vaine hope (which hope ſapth Euripides, deſtroyeth mas 
nye a man and Citty) dꝛiueth him on ſo farre, chat he can ne⸗ 
uer returne backe, vntill he be ſo light, that he neede feare no 
theeues by the way. Now if a ſimple man happen once in 
his life, to win of ſuch players, then will they eyther entreate 
him to keepe them company whiles he hath loft all againe, oz 
elſe they will vſe the moſt deuiliſh faſhion of all, Foꝛ one of the 
players that ſtandeth next him, ſhall haue a papye of falſe dyſe, 
and caſt them out vppon the bourde, the honeſt man ſhall take 
them and caſt them, as he did the other, the thirde ſhall eſpye 
them to be falſe vyſe, and ſhall crye out, haroe, with all the 
oth2s vnder G2d,that he hath falſelywonne their money, and 
then there is nothing but hould thy thꝛote from my dagger, 
euery man lech hand on the ſimple man, and taketh all 
money from him, and his owne alſo, thinking himſelle v 
that he elcapeth with his life, Fs 2 
2 ur 
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Curſe iſwearyn g, blaſphemye of Chriſt.) Thelehalte 
Arles Chaucer in an oth. late, moꝛe at large doth well ſet 
out, and verp liuely txpꝛeſſe, ſaying. 


Es be Gods p!ecious hart and hys nayles, 
z nd dy the bloud of T 1:1\t, that is in Hales, 
Seueniz id chaunce, and thyne is nde and treye, 
E-G ds armes, if thau fallely playe, 

Th23 dagger (h1ll though) thyne hart g9, 

hos fruire com neth of the beched boones two, 
Foſwrrug, Ire, falienes, and Homic ide ac. 


Tyaugh theſe Aerſes be verye earneſlly witten, pet they 
do not halte ſo griſely ſet out the hoꝛriblenes of blaſphempe, 
which ſuch gamers v%,as it is in deede, and as J haue heard 
my ſelte. Foꝛ no mm can wite a thing ſo earneſtly, as when 
it is ſpoken with ieſture, as learned men you knowe do ſape. 
H3w will you thincke that ſuch furiouſnes with wood counte⸗ 
naunce, and bꝛenning eyes, with Raring and b2agging, with 
hart redye to leave out of the belly fo2 ſwelling, can be expref- 


Folio, 15. 


fed the tenth part, to the vttermoſt. Two men A hearde m 


ſelte, whoſe lapings be farre moꝛe griſely, than Chaucers 
Uerſes. One, when he had loſt his money, lware me God 
from top ta the toe with one eathe, that he had loſt all hys 
maney foz lacke of ſwearing: The other, loſing his money, 
and heaping othes vppon othes, one in a nothers necke, moſt 
horrible, and not ſpeakeable, was rebuked of an honeſt man 
whiche ſtoode by fo2 ſo doing, he by and by ſtaring him in the 
face, and clapping his fie with all his money he had, vppon 
the boozd, were me by the fleſhe of Gad, that if ſwearing 
would helpe him but one ace, he would not leaue one peece of 
Gy vnſvwame, neither within no2 without, The remF92ance 
of this blaſphemye Philologe, dath make me quake at the 
hart, and therefoze I will ſpeake no mote of it, 

A.1d ſo to conclude with ſuch gamning, J thincke there is 
nd vn gratiouſnes in all this wozld, chat carieth a man fs farre 
from God, as this fault doth, And if there were any fo deſ- 
perate a perſon, that waulde begin his hell in earth, J trowe 
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e 8:42 not finde hell moꝛe like hell it ſeife, then the life ol 
thole nen is whiche dayly h=<at and vſe fuche vngratious 
ga nes. ? HI, Nau handle this gere in deede: And J ſuppoſe 
n ye had bene a mentice at ſuch gameg, you cou'd not haue 
ſayd moꝛe of them then pou haue done, and by like vou haue 
had ſome what to do with them. T O X. In deede, you may 
honeſtiy gather that J hate them greatly, in that J ſpeake az 
gainſt them: not that J haue vſcd them greatly, in that Y 
{pcake of them. Foz things be knowen diuers wayes, as So- 
crates Hu knowe) doth mone in Alcibiades, And if encry 
man ſhould be that, that he ſpeaketh oꝛ wyteth vppon, then 
ſhould Homer haue bcene the beſt Captaine, moſt cowarve, 
har dye, haſty, wiſe, and wood, ſage, & ſimple : And "-rence 
an ould man, and a pong, an honeſt man, and a bawde: with 
ſuch like, Surely every man onght to pꝛay to God dayly, to 
keepe them from ſuch vuthaiftineſſe, and ſpecially all the youth 
of Englende : fo) what youth both begin, a man will followe 
commonly, cuen to his dying day: which thing, Adraſtus in 
Euripides pꝛetely doth cxpꝛeſſe, ſaping : 


UUhatthvng a man in tender age hath moſt in vie, 
hat ſame to death alwapyes to keepe he Halbe ſure. 
Thyerefo:e in age who 22 longs good truite to mote, 
n youth he mult hyimlcife apply good ſeede to ſowe. 


Fo2 th: foundation of youth well ſet (as Plato doth ſaye) 
the whole body ofthe common wealth ſhall flouriſh thereafter, 
Ii the yong tree grow? creoked, when it is ould a man ſhall 
rather b!eake it than ſtreight it. And Athincke there is no one 

ing that crookes yout maze then ſuch vnlawfull games, 
Ny2 letn man ſay, if they be honeſtly vſed they do noharme, 
For how can that paſtime which neither cxerciſeth the body 
with any honeſt labour, no2 pet the minde with aup honeſt 
thinking, haue any honeſty ioyned with it. 292 let no man al⸗ 

re himſelfe that he can vſe it honeſtly: foꝛ ik he ſtand there- 
in, he may fo:tune haue a faule, the thing is moze ſlipperye 
then he knaweth of, A man may (J graumt) ſit on a bzant hill 
ſide, but if he geue neuer ſo little toward, he can not — 
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theugn he woulde neuer fo fapne, but he mut needes me 
headlong, he knoweth not how farre. Mat honeſt pꝛeten⸗ 
ces, vapne plralure laycth dayly (as it were enticements 02 
baytes, to pull men ſo ward wichall) Homer doth well ſhewe, 
by the Sirene s, and Circęs. Aud amonnes all in that ſhipper, 
there was but one Vlyſſes, and yet he had done to a: the other 
deb, if a goddeſſe hab not taught him: And fo Hketnle J 
tuldc ko, they be eaſpe io nomber, which paſſe by playing ho⸗ 
neſtly, except the grace of God ſane and keepe them. There⸗ 
fo;2 tyey that will not goc too farre in playing, let them follow 
this counſel! ofthe Det. 


Stoppe the beginnings, 


P HI. Vell, you goe any further, I pꝛay vou tell me this 
one thing: Doo pee fyeake againſt meane mens playing only, 
02 againſt great mens playing to, oꝛ put you any diffecence 
betwirt them: TO X. JfJ Gould excuſe in felfe herein, 
and ſay that I ſpeake of the one, and not ol the other, J feare 
leaſt I ſhould as fondly ercuſe my ſellłe, as a cer taine Pꝛca⸗ 


cher did, who me J heard vpon a time ſpeak againſt many a⸗ 


buſes (as he ſayd) and at laſt he ſpake agataſt cande les, and 


then he fearing, leaſt ſome men would haue bene angrye and 


of2nved with him, nay (ſayeth he,) you nniſt take me as J 
meane: J ſpe ke not againſt great candelles, bat agaynſt 
little candelles, fo2 thev be not all one (quoth he) I pꝛamile 
vou: And lo eutry man laughed him to ſtoꝛne. 

In deede as fo? great men, and great mens matters, J tx 
not greatly to nieddle. Pet this N would wiſhe, that all great 
men in Ee glande had redde ouer dilixently the Par doners tale 
in Chauc er, and there they ſhould perceiue and ſet, how much 
ſuch games ſtand with their woꝛſhippe, habe great ſueuer they 
be. A at great men do, be it good oꝛ il, meane men commons 
lye loue to followe, as many learned men in many places do 


ſaye, and dayly experience doth plainly ſheme, in coffly appar ell 


and other like matters. 
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of meane men, by theyꝛ example, eyther to goodneſſe oꝛ bad⸗ 
nes, ta whether {o euer they liſte: and ſceing allo they haue 
[:vertie to liſte what they will, J pzay God they haue will to 


liſt that which is good, and as fo? thep? playing, J will make 
an ende with this ſaying of Chaucer, 


Loꝛdes myght fynde them other maner of playe, 
Honeſt paough to dꝛiue the dare aware. — 


But to be ſhoꝛt, the be medicine fo2 all ſoztes ol men both 
high and lowe, pang and ould, to put away ſuch vnlawfull 
games is by the contrary, likewiſe as all Phiſitions do alowe 
in Phiſic ke. So let youth in ſtead of ſuch valawfull games, 
which ſtand by idlenelle, by ſolitarinefſe, and copners,by night 
and darkeneſſe, by foxtune and chaunce, by crafte and ſubtil- 
tie, vſe ſuch paſtimes as ſtand by labour: vponthe day light, 
in open ſighte of men, hauing ſuch an ende as is come to by 
cunning, rather then by craft: and ſo ould vertue encreaſe, 
and vice decay. Fo2 contrary paſtimes, mult needes woꝛke 
contrary mindes in men, as all other conteary things doo, 

And thus we ſee Philologe, that ſhooting is not only the 
moſt whole ſome exerciſe lo the body, the moſt honeſt paltime 
fo2 the minde, and that fo2 all ſoꝛtes of men: But allo it is a 
maſt ready medicine, to purge the whole Realmeof ſuch pe⸗ 
ſtilent gamning, wherewich many times it is ſoze troubled 
and ill at eaſe, 

P HI. The moe honeſtie vou haue pꝛoued by ſhcocing 
Toxophile, and the moze you haue perſwaded me to loue it, 
ſo much truly the ſoꝛwer haue von made me with this laſt ſen⸗ 
tence of yours, whereby you plainly pꝛoue that a man may 
not greatly vſe it. Foz if Hooting be a medicine (as you ſay 
that it is) it may not be vſed very oft, leſt a man ſhould hurte 


bhimſelle with all, as medycines much occupyed doo. Fo? A- 


riſtotle himſelle laitch, that medicines be no meate to liue with 
all: and thus ſhooting by the ſame reaſon, may not be much 
occupyed. T OX. You play? your olde wontes Philologe, in 
dalying with other mens wittes , not ſa much to pꝛoue your 
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owne matter, as to pꝛoue what other men can ſap, But where 
you thincke that J take away much vſe of ſhooting, inlikening 
it to a medycine : becauſe men vſe not medycines ettery daye, 
fo2 ſo ſhould they? bodyes be hurte : J rather pzoue dayly vſe 
of ſhooting thereby, Fo2 although Ariſtorle ſayeth that ſome 


medycines be no meate to liue withall, which is true yet Hip- Hippo. de 
dayly meates be medycines, to withſtand wed. pure 


pocrates ſapth our 
euill withall, which is as true, Foz he maketh two kindes of 
medycines, one our meate that we ble daply, which purgeth 
ſoftly and lowly, and in this ſimilitude may ſhooting be called 
a medycine, wherewith daily a man may purge and take away 
all vnlawfull deſires to other vnlawfullpaſtimes, as I pꝛoued 
before, The other is a quicke purging medicine, and leldomer 
to be occupied, except the matter be greater, and J could de- 
ſcribe the nature of a quicke medicine, which ſhould within a 
while purge and plucke out all the vnthyziftie games in the 
Realme , cthzough whiche the common wealth oftentimes is 
ſicke, Fo not only good quicke wittes ts learning be thereby 
bzoucht out of frame, # quite marred : but alſo manly wittes, 
tyther to attempt matters of high courage in warre time, 
2 elle to atchine matters of weight and wiſedome inpeace 
time, be made thereby very quaiſye and faynte. Fo? locke 
though all Hiſfozies witten in Greeke, Latine, oꝛ other lan⸗ 
guage, and you ſhall neuer finde that Realme pꝛoſper in the 
which ſuch idle paſtimes are vſed. As concerning the mede⸗ 
cine, although ſome would bee miſcontent, if they hard mee 
meddle any thing with ie: Pet betwirt pou and me heere a⸗ 
lone, J may the boldlyer ſay my fantaſye, and the rather, be- 
cauſe J will only wiſhe foz it, which ſtandeth with honeſty, not 
veter nine of it which belongeth to auth oꝛitye. The medicine 
is this, that would ta God and the P ince, all theſe vntlyiftie 
idle paſtimes, which be very bugges, that the Pſalme meaneth 
on, walking on the night and in coꝛners, were made felonye, 
and ſome of that puniſhment oꝛdayned fo2 them, which is ap: 
pointed fo2 the fozgers and fallifyers of the Kin7s copne, 
Which puniment is not by me now inuented, but long ago, 
by the moſt noble Oꝛatour A”. — 
J. grea 
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greatly that death is appointed fo2 falfifpers and foꝛgers of 
the coyne, and not as great punichment ozdapned fox them, 
which by their meanes forges 7 fallifyes the common wealth. 


Leptinem, And I ſuppoſe that there is no one thing: that chaingeth ſoo⸗ 


ner the golden ſiluer wittes of mea into coppecy and baile 
wazzs, the: dyling and ſuch valawfull paſtimes, 

And this quick? medicine J belecue woula ſothozoughly 
purge them, tzac the daply medicines, as (hootiug and other 
paſtime s topned with haneſt labour, ho:rld2 ealelycr wit: 
ſtande chem. Hl. Che excellent commodities of ſhaumnmg 
in peace time Toxophile, au haue very well and ſu Tciently 
declared. UI ereop vou haue ſo perſwaded me, that God 
willing hereaftcr J will bach loue it the better, and alſo vſe it 
the ofter, Foꝛ as much as J can gather of all this communis 
catior of ours, the tongue, the noſe, the hands and the feete be 
no fiiter members, 02 inſtrumentes toꝛ the bodye of a man, 
then is ſhooting fo2 the whole body of the Realme, Gwhath 
made the partes of men which be beft and moſt neceſſary, to 
ſerue, not fot one purpole only, but fo2 many: as the tongue 
foe ſpeaking and taſting, the naſe fo ſmelung, and alſa fo2 a · 
uopding of all excrements, wiich faule out ofthe head, the 
handes fo! receyuing of good things, and fo2 putting of all 
harmekull things from the body, So ſhootinx is an ererciſe 
of health, a paſtime of honelt pleaſure , and ſuch ane alſo that 
ſtonpeth and auo-deth all nopſome games gathered and ens 
cceaſed by ill rule, as naughty humours be, which hurt and 
corrupt ſoe that parte of the R2alme, wherein they do re: 
mayne. But nowe if you can ſhewe but halle ſo much pꝛoite 
in warce ok ſhooting, as vou haue pꝛoued pleaſure in peace, 
then will I ſurely iudge that there be kewe things that haue ſs 
manifold com:movittes, and vſes iayned vnto them as it hath, 
TO X, The vpper hande in warre, nerte the goodneſſe of 
God (of whom? all victozy commeth, as Scripture ſapeth) 
ſtandeth chickelye in thee? thinges: in the wiſedome of the 
Place, in che ſleightes and pollicies of the Captaines, and in 
the ſtrength and cheecefull foxwardneſle of the Soulviours, 
A P2ince in his harte muſt be full of mercy and peace, a * 
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pꝛolitable fox riche and pooze. Iq then the riche man entoy- 
eth with great pleaſure that which he hath: the pooze may 
obtaine with his labour, that whiche he lacketh , And al- 
though there ts nothing 'warſe then warre , whereof he ta- 
keth his name, though the whiche great men be in daun 
ger, meane men without ſuccoure, riche men in feare,becauſe 
they haue lomewhat: pode men in care, becauſe they haue 
nothing: And euery man in thought and miſery: Net it is a 
bop medycine, "ach, prof 5 P:ince e the body 8 
common wealth, put olf that vaunger 
clſe reconer agame, whatſoeuer it hath loft, And Ln. 
as Iſocrates both ſa aighes am 4 
things, in cunning and knowledge o and feates o 
warre, and in hauing all necefſarie habiliments belonging to 
the ſame, TWAhich matter to entreate at „ were over 
ne Sf tram and onermucht 'my earning 


fer the wiledeme of ebe bbs Captaynes 
molt necefſarie in warre, whoſe office and dutie is to knowe 
allfleightes and pollicics foz al kindes of warre, which they 
may leatne two wayes, eyther in dayly folewing and haun. 
ting the warrts , oz elle becauſe wiſedome boughte with 
ſtripes, is many times ouercoſtly : they may beſtowe ſome 
time in Vegetius, which entreateth ſuch matters in Latine 
metely well, oꝛ rather in Polyenus, and Leo the 1 
which fetreth out all pollicies * duties of Captapnes 
Greeke tongue very excellently. But Sete e eib 
(and if J were of authoꝛitye) e all the pong 
Gentlemen of this Realme, neuer tolape out of ther? handes 
two Authoꝛs, Xenophontn Greeke, and Cæſar in Latine, 


he doth ſap: which two Authors, des eloquence a thing 
1 Rug of all other, fo2 a Capraine, they ſhould learne 
whole fourſe of warre, which thoſe two noble men did not 
mote wiſely wiight fo2 other men to learne, thaſrthey vid man · 
fully exerciſe in — for * to 5 
i. The 
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„ Diince muſt be a werrwur in two Ad Nee, 


. noble Scipio Aﬀricanus, as Tul- P. Se, 
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The ſtcength of warre lyeth in the ſouldiour, whole chiele 


/ Dvedtence. pꝛayle and vertue, is obedience towarde his captaine, ſapth 
Plit. leg. Plato. And Xenophon being a Gentyle authoz, molt Chi 
eu. Ageſ. ſtianly doth ſay, euen by theſe words, that that ſauldiour 


which ficlt ſerueth G32, and then obeyeth his C ptayne, may 
boldly with all courage, hope to ouertowe h's enemp. A. 


Xen. Hip- g ine, uithzut ohedience, neither valiant man, ſtout hoꝛſe, noz 


Par. 


Plutar - 
chas, 


Sal, in 
Wo 


(3352p harnes doth any gaod at all: wgich obedience ofthe 
ſou!diou: toward the Captaine,bzought the whole Emypye of 
the world into the Romancs hands, and when it was bzoughr, 
kept it langer, than euer it was kept in any common wealth 
befoze oz after, And this to be true, Scipio Africanus,tye moſt 
noble Captayne that euer was among the Romaynes, ſhew⸗ 
ed very playnly, what time as he went into Africke, to deſtroy 
Carchage.Fo2 he reſting his hoaſt by the way in Sicilie, a day 
02 twa, and at a time ſtanding with a great manofSicilic, and 
_ on his . e they exerciſed themſelues in ke 
ping ok ar ap, and other feates, the Gentleman ol Sicilie aſked 
Scipio, wherein lay his chiefe hope toouercome Carthage: 
Þ: anſw2rev,in vonder felowes of mine, whome pou ſee play: 
And why layth the other, becaule layth Scipio, that il A com- 
maunded them to runne vnto the top of this high Caſtell, and 
caft themſelues downe backward vpon theſe rocks, J am ſure 
they would do it, Saluſt alſo voth ite, that there were mo 
Romaines put to death of their Captaines foz ſetting on their 
enempes they had licence, then were koꝛ running away 
out ok che e they had foughten. Thele two examples 
do pꝛoue, that amonges the Romaines, the obedience of the 
ſouldiours was wander kull great, and the ſeuerity of the 

taynes, to ſee the ſame kept, wonderfull ſfrapte, Foz they 
perceined chat an hoaſt full of obedience, falleth as ſeldome in- 
to the handes of their enempes, 


es, as that body fauleth into ieo· 
perdy, che which is ruled by reaſon, Reaſon and Rulers bee 
ing like in office, (fo2 the one ruleth the body of man, the 

ruleth the body of the common wealth) ought to be like 
conditions, any ought to be obeyed in all maner of matters, 
Obediente isnouriſhed by feare and lour, Feare is kepte - 


— 
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by true iuſtice and equitye, loue is gotten by wiſedome, ioy⸗ 
ned with liber alitye: T where a ſouldiour ſceth righteonC: 
neſſe ſo tule, that a man can ds neither wzong, no2 yet take 
wong, and that his Captame fox his wiſedome, can main- 
taine him, and fox bis liber alitye mill maintaine him, he muſk 
neeves both lone him and feare him, of the which pzoceeveth 
true and vnkayned obedience, After this in ward vertne, the 
next good point in a ſouldiour, is to haue and to handle bys 
weapon well, whereof che one muſt be at the appointment of 
the Captaine, the other lyech in the courage and exerciſe of the 


ſay, wher with withleaft daunger ol our ſelfe we may hurt our fu. 
enemy moſt, And that is (as J ſuppoſe) ar tillarie. Artiflarie 
now a dayes is taken fo two things: Gunnes, and Bowes, 
which how much they do in warre, both dayly experience doth 
teach, and alſo Peter Nannius a learned man of Lonayn,in a 
certaine Dialoge, voth very well ſet out, wherein this is moſt 
notable, that when he hath hewed erceting commodities of 
both, and ſome diſcommodities of gunnes, as infinite coſt and 
charge, cumberſome cariage, and if chey be great, the vncer⸗ 
taine leucling,the perill of them that ſtand by them, the eaſpcr 
auoyding by them that ſtand farre off: aud if they be little, the 
leſſe both feare and ieoperdye is in them, beſyde all contrarye 
weather and winde, whiche hindereth them not a little: yet of 
all ſhooting he cannot reherſe one diſtommodity, P H 1. That 
A marueile greatly at, ſeeing Nannius is ſo well learned, and 
ſo exerciſed in the authoꝛs of both the tongues : fo2 J nip ſelfe 
do remember, that ſhooting in warre is but ſmally pꝛayſed, 
and thit of diuers Captaines in diuers Authozs, Foz firſt in 
Euripides (whome you ſo highly pꝛayſc) and very well, fo2 
Tully thinketh euery Terſe in him to be in authozity, what J 
pay you, doth Lycus that overcame Thebes, ſay as concet- 
ning hosting? whole wo2des as farre as J remember, be 
theſe,o2 not much vnlike, 


What prayſe hath he at all, which neuer durſt abyde, 
The dint of a ſpeares point thruſt againſt his ſyde: 
| C. ig. Nor 


ſouldiour : pet of all weapons, the beft is, as Euripides doth J, Here. 
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Nor neuet bouldly buckeler bare yet in his left hand 
Face to face his enemies brunt ſtiffely to withſtand, 
But alwaye truſteth to a bowe and to a fethered ſticke, 
Harneſſe euer moſt fic for him which to flie is quicke, 
Bow and ſhaft is Armour meeteſt for a coward (hard. 
Which dare not once abide the brunt of battaile ſharp & 
But he a man of manhode moſt is by mine aſſent, | 
Which with hart & courage bould, fullic hath him bent, 
His enemyes looke in euety ſhoure ſtoutly to abyde, 
Face to face, and foote to foote, tide what may betyde. 


Againe Teucer the belt Archer among all the Grecians, 
in Sophocles is called of Menelaus, a bowman, # a ſhooter 
as in villanve and repache, to be a thing of no pꝛice in warre. 
Paꝛeonuer, Pandarus the beſt Hooter in the moꝛld, who:ne A- 
pollo himſelke taught to ſh39t2, both he and bis ſhooting is 
quite contemaed in Homer, in ſo much that Homer (whiche 
vnder a made kale doth alwapes hide his iudgemẽt of things) 
doth make Pa1darus himſelte crye aut of ſhooting, and call 
his bau: an, and take him to a ſpcare, making a vowe that 
if ener he tame home, he would bꝛeake his ſhaftzs, and burne 
his baw?, lamenting greatly, that he wis ſo fonde to leaue at 


hom? his horſe and chariot with other weapons, fo2 the trutt 


that he had in his bow?, Homer [ixnifying thereby, that men 
ſhould leaue chaoting out of warre, and take them to other 
weapons me fi:tz and able fo2 the ſame, and J trowe Pau- 
darus woꝛds be much iat after this ſcꝝt. 


Ill chaunce ill lucke me hyther brought, 
Ill fortune me that day befell, 
When firſt my bowe fro the pynne Ironghe 
For Hectors ſake, the Greekes to quell, 
But if that God fo for me ſhap, * 
That home againe T may once come, 
Let me neuer enioy that hap, 
Nor euer twiſe looke on the ſunne, 
If bowe and ſhaftes I do not burne, | 
Which now ſo cuill doth ſerue my turne. 5 | 
| | A 
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But to let palle al Poetes, what can be ſozer ſaydagaynſf , _. _ 
any thing, than the iudgement of Cyrus is againſt ſhooting, | 72 BY 
which doth cauſe his Perſians being the beſt Hooters to laye 77 0. 
away they? Lowes, and take them to ſwoꝛdes and buckelers, Exift.x.ad 
ſpeares and dartes, and other like hand weapons. The which 7? _ 
thing Nenophon ſo wiſe a Philoſopher, lo expert a Captaine <2*7* 
in warre himſelfe, would neuer haue wyitten, and ſpecially in 
that booke wherein he purpoſed to ſhewe, as Tully ſayth in 
deede, not the true hiftozye, but the example of a perfite wile 
Pꝛince and common wealth, except that indgement of chaun · 
ging Artillery, into other weapons, he had alwayes thought | 
beft to be fclowed, in all warre, Whoſe counſayle the Parthi- Platurch. 
ans did folowe, when thep chaſed Antonie auer the Moun⸗ At. Ant. 
tapnes of Media, which being the belt chooters of the wozld, 
left their bowes, and toke them to ſpeares and mozilpikes, 
And theſe fewe examples J trowe, of the beſt Hooters, doo 
well pꝛooue, that the beſt ſhooting is not the beſt thing as you 
call it in warre, TO X. As concerning your firſt example, 
taken out of Euripides, I marueyle pou willbzing it fo2 the 
diſpꝛayſe of ſhooting, ſecing Euripides doth make thoſe Wer- 
ſes, not becauſe he thinketh them true, but becauſe he thinketh 
them fit foz the perſon that ſpake them. Fo? in deede his true 
iudgement of ſhooting, he doth expꝛeſſe by and by after in the 
Oꝛation ofthe noble Captayne Amphytrio againſt Lycus, 
wherein a man may doubt, whether moꝛe 
confuted Lycus ſaying, o moze woꝛthely ſet out the pzaple of 
tooting, And as J am aduiſed, his wozdes be much hereaf- 
* we 9 i 

Againſt the wittie gift of ſhooting in a bowe, 1 
Fonde and lewde —— thou lewdly doeſt our throwe, . * 
Which, if thou wilt heare of me a word or twayne, ere. furs 
Quickly thou mayſt le arne how fondly thou doſt blame, 

Fiiſt he that with his harneis himſelſe doth wall about, 
That ſcarce is left one hole through which he may peepe 

out, | 
Such bondme to their harneis to fight are nothing mete, 

But ſoneſt of all other ate * „ 1 


1 
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Ihe be ſtrong, his fellowes faint, in whome he 


NY" putteth his truſt, | 
o loded with his harneis muſt needes lye in the duſt, 
Nor yet fro death he cãnot ſtart, if once his wepen breke, 
How ſtoute, how ſtrong, how great, how long, 

ſo euer be ſuch a freke, 


But who ſo euer can handle a bowe, 
ſturdie, ſtiffe, and ſtrong, 

Wherewith like hayle many ſhaftes he ſhootes 
into the thickeſt throng : _ 

This profite he takes, that ſtanding a farre 
his enomie he may fpill 

When he and his full ſafe ſhall Rand 
out of all daunger and ill. 

And this in warre is wiſedome moſt, Which 
workes our enemyes woe, 

When we ſhall be farre from all feare 
and ieoperdie of our foe, 


Secondarily, euen as J do not greatlyregarde what Me- 
nelaus doth ſap in Sophocles tu Teucer, becauſe he ſpake it 
both in anger, and allo to him that he hated, euen ſo do J re- 
member very well in Homer, that when Hector & the Troy- 
ans would haue ſet fpze on the Greeke ſhippes, Teucer with 
his bowe made them recule backe againe, when Menelaus 
tooke him to his feete, and ranne away. 

Thirdly as Pandarus, Homer doth not vif- 
paple the noble gift of ſhaoting, but thereby every man is 
taught, that what ſoeuer, and howe good ſoeuer a weapon a 
man doth vſe in warre, il he be himſelfe a couetouſe wietche, a 
eaker as Pandarus was, at 
laſt he ſhall cough the puniſhment of Sd faule into his ene- 
myes hands, as Pandarus did, whom Diome des though the 
helpe of Minerua miſerably flue, 

And becauſe you make mention ol Homer, and Troy mat: 
ters, what tan be me pꝛapſe fo2 any thing, I pꝛay you, th-a 
that is fo? ſhooting,that Troye could neuet be deſtroyed with- 
4 , $6 154 +. d ; duk 
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aut the helye of Hercules ſhaftes, which thing doeth ſigni⸗ 
kye, that although all che wozlve were gathered in an armye 
together, pet without ſhooting they can neuer come to they} 
purpoſe, as Vlyſſes tn Sophocles very plainly duch ſape vnto 
Pyrrhus, as concerning Hercules fhaftes tobe caryed vnto 

Troye. 


Noꝛ you without them, nos without you they do ought. — Soph. Phil. 


Fourthly, where as Cyrus did chaunge parte of his bow- 


men whereofhe had plenty, into other men of wart, whereof 1. N 


he lac ded, I will not greatly diſpute whether Cyrus did well 
in chat poiate in thoſe dayes oz no, becauſe it is plaine in Xe- 
nophonho'y ſtrong ſhooters the Perſians were what bowes 
they had, what ſhaftes and heads they occupyed, what kinde 
of warre their enempes vſed. 

But truly as foz the Parthians, it is plapne in Plutarche, 
that in chaunging their bowes into ſpeares, they bought their 
ſelfe into vtter deſtruction, Foz when they had chaſed the Ra: 
maynes many a myle, though reaſon of their bowes, at the 
laſt the Romaynes aſhamed of they? flying, and remembꝛing 
they? olde novleneſſc and courage, ymagincd this way, that 
they would kneele downe on they} knees, and ſo coner all theyꝛ 
bodye with they? ſhields and targats, that the Parthians 
thaftes might fl:ide ouer them, and do them noharme : whiche 
thing when the Parthians perceyued, thinking that the Ro- 
maynes were fox verped with laboure, watche, and hunger: 
they layed down? they? bowes, v toke ſperes in their handes, 
and ſo ranne vpnon them: but the Romaynes perccpuing 
them without they? bowes, roſe vp manful'y, and ſlue them 
enzry mothers ſon1e, laue a fewe that laued themſclues with 
ru ming away. And heerein our Archers of England farre 
palle the Parrhjans, which fo2 ſuch a purpoſe, when they ſhall 
tome to hande ſtrokes, hath ener redy, cyther at his backe 
hanging, ot elſe in his next felowes hande a leaden maule, oz 
ſuch like weayan, to beate downe his enempes withall. | 

PHI, Mell Toxophile, ſeeing that thoſe examples which 
Jad thought to haue beene clraneagainft „ 


Inſtit. 6. 


Plutar, in 
A. Ante. 
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chus turned to the high p:ap% of ſhooting: and allthis pꝛayſe 
that you haue nome ſayde on it, is rather come in by me, than 
ſought fo2 of you: let me hcare I pzap you nome, thoſe exams 
ples which you haue marked of ooting your ſelfe : whereby 
you are, and thincke toperſwave other, that ſhooting is ſo good 
in warre. IOX. Examples ſurely I hate marked very max 
ne: from the beginning of time had in memory? ef r2:ting, 
thꝛoughout all common wealthes, and Emppꝛes ofthe world: 
thereofthe moſt part J will paſſe ouer, leaf? J ſhould be te⸗ 
d:0us : yet ſome I willtauche, becauſe they be notable, both 
to2 me to tell, and you to heare. 

And becauſe the ſloꝛy of the Iewes is ka the time moſt aun- 
cient, foz the truthe moſt credible, it ſhalhe moſt fitte to begin 
with them, Aud although J knowe that God ts the only geucr 
of victoꝛye, and not the we fo2 all ſtrength and victoꝛye 

Aachar (ſayth Iudas Machabeus)commeth from Iþcauen:Det ſure: 
3. lye ſtrang weapons be the inſtruments wherewith God doth 
ouercome that parte, which he will haue cuerthzowen, Foz 

God is well yleaſed with wiſe and witty feates of warre: 4g 

in meeting of enempes, fo} truſe taking, to haue pziuiiy in a 

buſhment harneſt men layed fo2 feare of treaſon, as Iudas 

.,. Machabeus did with Nicanor, Demetrius Captaine : And 

5 ts haue engines of warre to beate downe Citties withall: and 
to haue ſcoutwatch amonges cur enempyes to know their coſts 

Aicha. Tatles,as the noble Captain? lonathas bzother to Iudas Ma- 
12. chabeus did in the countrey of Amathie, aCamſt the mighty 
hoaft of Demetrius. Ind t-fide all this, God is pleeſed to 

bare goodly tombes fo2 them which do noble feates in warte, 

end to haue their Images made, and alſo their cote Armours 

to be ſet aboue their tombes, to their perpetuall laude and me- 

AMacha. 1. morye : as the valiant Captaine Symon, did cauſe to be made 
I 3. fo: his brethien Iudas Machabeus and Ionathas, when 
they were flaine of the Gentiles, And thus of what autozitye 

feates of warre, and ſſrong weapons be, ſhoztly and plainly 

we may learne : But amonges the Iewes as J began to tell, 

A am ſure there was nothing ſs occupyed,o2 did ſo much good 

as bomes did: in ſs much that when the Iewes had wok 6a. 
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yyperhaid ouer the Gentiles, the fir thing alwapes that 
the Captayne did, was to exhoꝛte the people co geue all the 
thankes ta God fox the victozp,and not to their bowes,where- 
with they had flame their ennempes : as it is plaine chat the 
noble Loſue did after ſo many Rings thauſt downe byhim, 7,7, 13. 

God, when he pzomileth helpe to the Je wes, he vleth no 
kindꝛ of ſpeaking ſo much as this, that he will bend his bowe, 
and dye his ſhaltes in the Gentiles blond: whereby it is ma- . _ 
nikeſt, that eyther Gd wil make the Iewes ſhoote ſtrong 2 
fho3tes to ouerthiolwe their enemves : 02 at leatt cht ſhooting 
is a wonderfull mighty thing in warre, wherevuco the high 
power of Godis likened, Dauid in the Pſalmes calleth bowes Plal.z,6 
the veſſils of death, a bitter thing, and in another place, a — 
mightye power, and other waves moe, which J will let valle, 
becauſe euery in mreadeth chem dayly: But yet one place of 
Drripture J muſt needes remember, which is me notable 
for the pzavſe of ſhooting, than any that euer I redde in any - 
other ſtoꝛp, and that is, when Saule was ſlayne of the Phili- 
ſtines being mixhtye bowmen, and Tonathas his ſonne with Kg · 1. 31. 
him, tat was ſo good a ſhooter, as the Scripture ſapth, that | 
he neuer ſhot ſhaft in vai ie, and that the kingdom after Saules 
death cam? vnto Dauid: the fir Statute and lawe that euer 
Dauid made after he was Ning, was this, that all the chien R. 2. 1. 
ok Iiracl! ſhauld learn? to ſh ate, accoꝛdmʒ to a Lawe made 
many a dave betoꝛte that time, toꝛ thꝛ ſetting out of ſhooting, 
as it is witten (ſapth Scripture) in libro Iuſtorum, whiche 
book? we haue not now: And thus we ſee plainly what great 
vſe of ſhaoting, and what pꝛouiſian euen from the beguming of 
the world fo2 ſhooting was a:nong th; lewes, | 
The Echiopians which vabite the furcheſt part South x7,-,19rus 
in the wald, were waaderfull bam nen: in ſa much that when „ That, 
Cambyſes Rn at᷑ Per ſi: being in Egipe, (eat certame En- 
baſſadaurs into Echiope to the Rn there, with many great 
gittes: the Ring ot Ethiope perceyuing them to be cſpyes, 
toake them vpe ſharpely, and blamed Cambyſes greatly fox 
ſuch vniuſt enterpꝛiſes: but after that he han Mꝛintely enters 
tayned them, hee ſent fo a B2w?, and bente it and Newe it, 
i and 
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und then vnbent it againe, and layd vita the Embaſſadours, 


you ſhall commend me to Cambyſes, and geue him this bowe 
keom me, and bidde him when any Pcrſran can ſhoote in this 
bowe, let him ſet vpon the Echiopians : In themeane while 
let him gene thanckes vato God, which doth not put in the E- 
tliopians mindes to conquere any other mans lande. 

This bowr, when it came among the Perſians, neuer one 
man in ſuch an infinite hoaſt (as Herodotus both ſayt) could 
ſtyꝛre the ſtring, ſaue only Smerdis the lycther of Cambyſes, 
which ſtp:r2v it two fingers,and no further: fo2 the which acte 
Cambyſes had ſuch enuye at hun, that he afterward flue him: 
as doth appeare in the ſtozy, 

Seſoſtris the moſt mighty King that euer was in Egipte, 
duercame a great part of the woꝛld, and that by Archers : he 
ſubdued the Arabians, the Iewes, the Aſſyrians: he went 


_ farther in S-ythia then any man elſe: he onercame Thracia, 


euen to the boꝛders of Germanye. And in token hom he ouer- 


came all men, he ſet vp in many places great Images to his 
owne likeneſſe, hauing in the one hand a bowe, in the other a 


hoaſt vſed, in conquering ſo many people. 
Cyrus, counted a god among the Gentiles, fo his noble. 
neſſe and felicity in warte: yet at the laſt when he ſet vpon the 


Herodo. in Maſſagetanes (which people neuer went without their bowe 


Clio. 


Hero do. in Lold ouer all the Greeke ſeas, and withſtoode the power 


Thal. 


no? their quiuer, neither in warre no2 peace) he and all his 
were ſlame, and that by ſhosting, as appeareth in the ſtexpe. 
Polycrates the P:ince of Samos, (a very little Ne) was 


of 
the Perſians, only by the helpe of a thouſand Archers. 

The people ofScyrhia, of all other men loued and vſed moſt 
ſhooting : the whole riches & houſehold ſtuffe of a man in Scy- 
thia,was a poake 6*Dxen,aploughe,his nagge, & his vogge, 
his bowe and his quiuer : which quiuer was couered with che 


kin of a man, which he tooke w ſlue firſt in battafle, The Scy- 
_thians to be inuincible by reaſon of their ſhooting, the greate 


voyages of ſo many conquerours ſpente in that countrey in 
c 
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tye ning ok Perſie, which wyen he had taryed there a greate 

ſyꝛte, and dane ng l had foꝛweryed his hoaſt with tr a⸗ 1 

u rle and hunger: At lalt the men ol Scythia ſent an Embaſ- Herd. is 

C1dour with foure giftes: a by2de, a — mouſe, and kyue Melhome. 

ch altes. Darius matueyling at the ffraungeneſle of the gifts, 

aſked the meſſenger what they ſignifyed: the meſſenger aun⸗ 

ſwered, that he had no further commaundement, but only to 

deliuer his gittes, and returne againe with all ſpeede : but 

J an ſure (ſayth he) you Perſians tc; pour great wiledome, 

can ſoane boult out what they meanc, When the meflenger 

waz gone, eucry man began to ſay his ver dite. Darius judge« 

ment was this, that the Scychians gaue ouer into the Petſi- 

ans hands, their liues, their whole p2wer, both by lande and 

ſea, ſignitying by the mouſe the earth, by the frogge the wa- 

ter, in which they both liue, by the bird their lines which line in 

the axe, by the ſhaft their whole power and Emppꝛe, that was 

maintained alwapes by ſhooting, Gobryas anoble and wiſe 

Captaine amonges the Perſians, was of a cleane contrarye 

minde, ſaying, nap not ſo, but the Scithians meane thus by 

their giltes, chat except we gette vs winges, and flye into the 

apꝛe like birds, oꝛ rume into the holes of the earth like myſe, 

oz elſe lye lurking in kennes and mariſhes lake frogges, wee 

hall neuer returne home againe, befoe we be vtter ly undone 

with their ſhaftes : whiche ſentence ſanke fo ſo2ze into their 

hartes, that Darius with all ſpeede poſſible, hake vppe his 

Campe, and gat himſelfe homeward, Yet how much the Per- 

flans themſelues ſet by ſhooting, whereby they encreaſed 

their ©mpy2e, ſo much doth appeare by iti. manifeſt reaſons : 

fl⸗ſt, that they 2ouxht vp their youth in the ſchoole ofſhoting, 

bnto xx.peares of age, as diners noble Greke authoꝛs do ſay, 75 
Againe, becauſe the noble King Darius thought himſelle * 3 

to be papſed by nothing ſo muthe, as to be counted a good 3 

1 — -wheremhe cauſed Strab. 11. 


Dartus the Kyng lreth butyꝛd here, 3 
Tha in Hoang he neuer peere, Stra7, I 5» 


Thirdly, 


Herodogn 
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n Thirdly, the coyne ofthe be rſi ans, both golde and ſer, had 
N 4s the Armes of berſie vpon it, as is cuſtomatle vſed in other 
'7 43+ Realmes, and that t2as bowe and arbwes: up the which feate 
they declared, how much they ſet by them. 
| The re alſo, but ſpecially the noble Athenienſes, 
54:44, had all their ſtrength lymg in Artil'arie : and fox that purpoſe 
Lze Citie of Athens had a thouſand men whiche were onelp 
Archers, in daply wages, to watch and keepe the Citie from 
all icoperdy and ſodaine deunger: which Archers alſo ſhould 
car y to pꝛiſen and warde any mildoer, at the commaunde⸗ 
Plito in ment of the high officers, as plamly doth appeare in Plato. 
protngord. And ſurely the bowmen of Athens did wonderfull feates in 
man battels, but ſpecially when De moſthenes the valiaunt 
Captaine ilue and toke pꝛiſoners all the Lacedemonians be: 
ſide the citie of Pylos, where Neſtor ſometime was Lo2d: the 
T hucid, 4. thaftes went lo thirke that dape (ſapth Thucydides) that no 
man could ſee their enempes, A Lacedemonian taken pꝛi⸗ 
ſoner, was aſkedofoneat Athens, whether they were ſtoute 
fcllow?s that were ſlaineo2no, of the Lacedemonians : He 
aualwered nothing elſe but this: make much of thoſe ſhaftes 
of pours, fo2 they knowe neither ſtoute no2 vnſtoute: mea- 
ning thereby, that no man (though he were neuer ſo ſtoute) 
came in their walke,that eſcaped without death. 
Herodotus deſcribing the mightie hoaſt of Xerxes, eſpe⸗ 
_ odo. in cially doth marke out, what bowes and ſhaftes they vled, 
Lehm. ſignifying that therein lap their chiefe ſtrength. And at the 
ſame time Attoſſa, mother of Xerxes, wife to Darius, and 
Eſch.in Daughter of Cyrus,doth enquyze (as Acſchylus cheweth in a 
Ferſ. Tragevie) of a certaine meſſenger that came from Xerxes 
| boaſt, what ſtrong and fearefull bowes the Grecians vſed : 
wherevy it is playne, that Artillary was the thing, 6 15 
both Europe and Aſia at thoſe dayes truſted moſt vpon, | .. 
The belt part of Alexanders hoaft were archers,as 
Arianns 2 ly voth appeare by Arianus, and other that mote his ; [fe and 
thoſe ſo ſtrong archers, that they onyx, ſundy times ouertame 
their enempes, aloze any other needed to fight : as was ſcene 
in the battaile whiche Nearchus one of A cxanders Cap⸗ 
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taynes had beſyde the ryuer of Thomeron, And thereſme as 

concerning all theſe kingdomes and common weaithes , J P.. 0 

may conclude with this ſentence of Plinic, whoſe woꝛdes be, C. 36. 

as J ſupp iſe thus: If any man would remember the Ethi- 

opians, Egiptians, Arabians, the men of Inde,ofScythia, ,, 

ſo miny people inthe Eaſt of the Sarmatianes, aad all ,. 

the kinzdomes of the Parthians, he (hall perceiue halfe ,_ 

the part of the world, to liue in ſubiection, oucrcome , 
by the might and power of ſhooting. 

In the common wealth ol Rome, which exceeded all other 
in vertue, novlenefſe and dominion, litile mention is made of 
ſhooting, not becauſe it was litle vied amonges them, but ra⸗ 
ther becauſe it was ſa neceſſarye and con mon, that it was 
thought a thing nat neceſſary oz requiced o? any man to be 
ſpoken vpon, as t a man ſhould deſcribe a great feaſt, he would 
not once name bꝛeade, although it be moſt common and ne⸗ 
cefſary ok all: but ſurely if a feaſt being neuer ſo great, lacked 
Mead, 92 had fewſtpe and naughty bꝛead, all the other daintyes 
ſhould be vnlauery, and litle regarded, and chen would men 
talke of the commodity of head, when they lacke it, that would 
not once na nt it afoze, when thep had it: And cuen lo did the 
Romaynes as concerning hosting. Se dome is ſhooting; 
named, and pet it did the moſt good in warre, as did apycare 
verp playn p in that battaile , which Scipio Africanus had 
with the Numantines in Spayne, whome he could neuer 0» 
uertome, betoꝛe he ſet bowe men amonges his hozlemen, by 

whoſe might they were cleane vanquiched. 
Againe, liberius fightizg with Armenius and Inguio- 
merus Hinces of Germanie, had one wing of Archers an 
hoꝛſebacke, an other o? Archers on foate, by whoſe might the 
Germaines were Raine downe right, x ſa ſcattercd and beate 
ont of the fielde, that the chaſe laſted r. miles, tze Getmaynes 
tlimed vp t1:0 trees fo2 feare, but the Romaines did fetche | 
them downe with their ſhaftcs, as they had beene birves, in | 
which battaile the Romaines loft fewe oz none, as dat aye - 
- But az Abegune ts ſap, the Romaiacsvid not ſo wa 
Nayſe 
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p2avſe the goodneſſe of ſhooting, when they had it, as they did 
lament the lacke of it, when they wanted it, as Leo the v. the 
nale E wperour doth plainly teſtiſte in ſundꝛie places in choſe 
bookes which he wote in Gree ke, of the fleightes and pol- 
licies of warte. P HT, Surelp ok that booke J haue not 
heard bef22e,and how came you to 5 ſight ol it: T O X, The 
booke is rare truly, but this laſt yeare when Maiſter Chee ke 
tranſlated the ſayd booke out of Greeke into Latine, to the 
R n&es Baieſtie, Henrye the eight of noble memozie, he of 
his gentleneſſe, would haue me verie oft in his chamber, and 
te the familiaritie that J had with him, moze than manp o-, 
ther, would ſuffer me to reade of it when J would, the which 
thing to do, ſurely J was very deſirous and glad, becauſe 
the excellent handling of all things , that euer he taketh in 
Svc Tohn hande, And verily Philologe, as oft as Jremember the de⸗ 
Che hos par ting of that man from the Vniuerſitye, (which thing J ds 
not ſeldome) io ofte do J well perceiue our molt helpe and 
further aunce to learning, to haue gone away with him, Fo2 
by the great commoditie that we tooke in hearing him reade 
pꝛiuately in his chamber, all Homer, Sophocles, and Euri- 
pides, Herodotus, Thucydides,Xenophon, Iſocrates, & 
Plato, we feele the great diſcommodity in not hearing ofhim, 
Ariſtotle and Demoſthenes, which two authoꝛs with all dili⸗ 
rence laſt of all he thought to haue redde vnto vs. And when 
I conſider how many men be luccoured with his helpe, and 
his ayde to abide heere foz learning, and how all men were pꝛo⸗ 
uoked and ſtirred vp, by his counſayle and dayly example, 
how they ſhould come to learning, ſurely J perceiue that ſen» 
„ tence of Plato to be true, which ſayeth : That there is no- 
„thing better in any common wealth , then that there 
„ {ſhould be alwayes one or other, excellent paſſing man, 
„ Whoſe life and vertue, ſhould plucke forwarde the will, 
»» diligence, labour and hope of all other, that folowing his 
,» footcſteps, they might come to the ſame end, whereunto 
„ labour, learning and vertue, had conueyed him before 
The great hinderance of learning, in lacking this man, 
greatly J ould lament, if th diſcommoditic ok ours, were 
| not 
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not. toyned with the tonnnobitye and wealth, of the whole , 
Realme, fo2 which purpoſe, our noble King full of wiſedome, 
called vp this excellent man full of learning, to teache noble 
Pꝛince Edward, an office full of hope, comfozt and ſolace, to 
all true harts of England : Fo2 whome all England dayly both 
folowing his Father in wiſedome and felicity , accozding to 
that example which is ſet afoze his eyes, may (© ſct out and 
maintaine Gods woꝛd to the aboliſhment of all Papiſtrie, the 
confulioa of all hereſpe, that thereby he feared ot is enempes, 
loued of all his ſubiects, may bzing to his owne glozy, immoꝛ⸗ 
tall fame and memoꝛpe, to this Realme, wealth, honour, and 
felicity, to true and vntayned Religion perpetuall peace, con- 
coꝛde and witye. 
But to returne to ſhooting againe, what Leo ſayth of ſhoo⸗ 
ting amanges the Romaynes, his words be ſo much ſ; the 
pꝛayſe of ſhooting, and the booke alſo ſo rare to be gotten, that 
A learned the places by harte, whiche be as J ſuppoſe, euen Leo. G. 5. 
thus. Firſt in his ſixte booke , as what har neſſe 
is beſt: Let all the youth of Rome be compelled to vic . 
ſhooting,eyther more or leſſe, and alwayes to beare their ce 
bowe and their quiver about with them, vntill they be << 
xl. yeares olde. q; ſichens ſhooting was neglected and de- 
tied among the Romaines, many a battaile and field hath 
bene lo!f, Againe in the 11, booke and 50, Chapter, (J tall Co. u. o. 
that by bookes and Chapters, which the Greeke booke deui⸗ 
deth by Chapters and Paragraphes.) Let your ſouldiours ce 
haue their weapons well appointed and trimmed, but a- 
bone all other things regard moſt ſhoting, and therefore ce 
Jet men whetrthere is no warre, vſe ſhcting at home: for ec 
the leaning off, only of ſhorting; hath brought in ruine «<< 
and decaye, the whole Empyre of Rome, Afterwarde he «* 
commanudeth againe, his Captayne by theſe woꝛdes: Arme Leo, 18,21, 
ur hoaſt as I haue appointed you, but ſpecially with ce 
e and arrowes plentie. For ſhooting is @ thing of c 
much might and power in warre, and chicfely againſt the - 
Satracenes & Turkes, which . hath all their * * 
| + 0 
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„ of victory in their bowe and ſhaftes : Belives alt this, in an 
v other place he witeth thus to his C aptaine, Artillery is eaſy 
„ to be prepared, and in time of great neede, a thing moſt 
2» profitable, therfore we ſtraitely commaũd you to make 
„ proclamation to all men ynder our dominion, which be 
z eyther in warre or peace, to all Cities, borowes, and 
Teo. 20. 9 tawaes,and finally to all maner of men, that euety ſeue- 
„ rall perſon haue bo and ſhaftes of his owne, and euety 
„ houfe beſides this to haue a ſtanding beating bowe, and 
5 xl. ſhaftes for all needes, and that they exerciſe them 
„ ſelues in holtes, hilles, and dales, playnes, and woddes, 
55 for all maner of chaunces in warre, Hy mut) ſhooting 
was vſed afnmnx the olde Romaines, aud what meanes noble 
C rytaines c E nyerours made, to haue it encreaſe amoaqes 
them, what hurt came by the decay ok it, theſe woꝛds 87 Leo 
the Emperdur, which in a maner J haue reherſed worde fo} 
wand, plainly doch declare. And pet ſhooting, although they 
ſet neuer ſo much by it, was neuer ſo good than, as it is now in 
Teo. 7. 3. England, which thing to be true, is very pꝛobable, in that Leo 
doch ſaye: that he would haue his ſouldiouts take off 
25 their arrow heades, and one ſhoote at an other, for their 
2) exerciſe, wich play, if Engliſh Archers vſed, J thincke they 
Hould finde {mall play aud leſſe pleaſure in it at a. 
The great vpper hand maintayned alwayes in warre bp 
Artillerie, doth appeare very plainly by this reaſon alſo, that 
when the Spaniards, Frenchmen, and Germanes, Grekes, 
Macedoni2ns and Egiptians,cche countrey viing one ſingu⸗ 
ler weapon, foꝛ which thep were greatly feared in warre, as 
the Spaniard Lancea, che French nan Geſa, the German 
Framea, the Grecian Machera, the Maredonian Sariſſa vet 
tduld they nat elcave, but be ſuviects ta Epe of Rome: 
14 when the Parthians hauing ail their hope in Artillery, gane 
1 Neur. in no place to them, but ouertanre the Nomanes, ofter than the 


M. Craſſ. Romanes them, and kept battell with them many a hundꝛen 
& in MA. peare, and ſlut the riche Craſſus and his ſonne, with mam a 
Fi A-to fonte Romaine mme, with their bowes, They aue Mar- 
"y HFel.Spart, dus Antonius auer the hilles of Media and Armenia, ts his 
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The ſchoole of Shocting. Folio,26, 
grtat ſhame andrepzoche. They flue Iulianus Apoſtata, and 
Antoninus Caracalla, they heldc in ptrpetuall paiſon, the 
molt noble Empersur Valerian in deſpyte uf all p; Romaines 
and many other Pꝛinces, which wꝛote fo2 his deliverance, as 
Beiſolis called King of Kings, Valerius ing of Caduſiz, 
Arthabeſdes King of Armenia, and many other Pꝛinces 
moe, whome the Yarthians by reaſon of cher artillerte, re- 
garded neuer one white, and thus with the Romaines,J may 
conclude , that the bozvers of their Empyꝛe were not at the 
fimne ryſing and ſunne ſetting, as Tully ſayth: but fo farre 
they went. as Artillerie would geue them leaue. Fon J cthincke 
all the ground that they had, eycher 32ozthward, farther than 
the borders of Scythia, oꝛ Caſtward, farther than the bozders 
of Parthiz, a man might haue bought with a ſinall deale of 
money,of which thing ſurely ſbooting was the cauſe, | 

From the ſame country of Scythia the Gothians, Hunnes, P an Mt; 
and Vandalians came with the ſame weapon of Artillerie, as Pi. | 
Paulus Diaconus doch ſap, and ſo bereft Rome of her Em- | 
pyte by f2e, ſpople and waſte, ſu that in ſuch alearued Citie ; 
was left ſcarſ? one man behinde, thathadlearmag oz lepſoure 
to leaue in wꝛighting to them which ſhould come after; how ſo 
noble an Empyze, in ſo ſhozt a while , by a table of baniſped i 
boudmen, without all o2der and pollicy, ſaue only th eyz natu⸗ Mt 
rall and day y exerciſe in Artillarie, was bzought to ſuch thials If 
dome and rune, 
After chem the Turkes hauing an other name, but yet „ , 
the ſame people, bone in Scythia, bzought vp only in Artille, © | 
rie, by the ſame weapon haue (ibdued and bereft from the 1 
Chiiften men all Aſia and Aſtricke (toſperke vpon) and the 1 

| 


moſt noble countr eyes of Europe, to the great dempnilbing 

of Cites R aligion, to the great repꝛoche of cowarvyſe of 

all C'niſtianity, a manifeff token of Gods high w2ath and vil: 
pleaſure oucr the ſinne of the woꝛlde, but ſpecially amonges ow, 
Ciniffeamcs ., which be on ſleepe , made dzuncke with the { 
fruites of the ſleſhe, as infidelitie, diſobetience to Gods wond, 1 
and hereſie, grudge, ill will, ſte ike, open battaile, > pꝛiuie enuie, 1 
couetouſreile, vppzeſſion, vnmercifulnefſe, with imzunerabie 
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fortes of vnſpeakeable dayly bawdzy+ which chings ſurely, 
if Gy holde not his holy hand auer vs, and plucke vs from 
them, will bing vs to amoze Turkiſchnes and moze beaſtlie 
blinde barbarouſneſſe: as calling ill things good, and good 
thing3 ill, contenraing of knowledge and learning, ſetting at 
nau ght, and hauing fo2 a fable, Gd and his high pꝛouidence, 
will bꝛin z vs (I ſay) ta a mne vngraciaus Turkiſhneſſe (it 
mne Tarkichneſle can be then this) than if the Turkes had 
ſwune, to bꝛinx all Tuckye agaiaſt vs, Fox theſe fruites 
ſurely muſt needes (pzinx of ſuch ſeede, and ſuch efrect needes 
folow of ſuch a cauſe : if reaſon, truth, and God, be not altered, 
but as they are wont to be, Foꝛ ſurely ng Turkiſh pawer can 
ouertho ve v3, if Turkith lyie da nat cat vs dawne befcge. 
I: Gn w2ce wit) vs, it baated not the Turke to be agatuſt 
vs, but our vnfaithfull ſinnetull liuiug, which is the Turkes 
mother, an hath bꝛought him vp hitherto, muſt needes turne 
Gad from vs, becauſe ſi nne and he hath no felowſhip tage⸗ 
ther. Ik we baniſhed ill lyuing out of Chriſtendome, Jam 
ſure the Turke ſhauld no: only, not ouer came vs, but ſcarce 
haue an hole to rume into, in his owne countrey. 

Bit C niſtendo ne now J may tell you Philologe, is much 
lik? a m in that hath an itche on him, and lyeth dꝛonke alſo in 
his bed, and though a theefe come to the daze, and heaueth at 
it, to com2 in, and lleye him, pet he lyeth in his bedde, hauing 
m ne pleaſure to lye in a ſlu nber and ſcratch himſe lte where 
it itch2th euen ta the hard bone, than he hath redynes to ryſe 
vpp2 luſtely, and diue him away that wauld robe him and 
fleye him. Bat J truſt C/nit will ſo lighten and likt vp Chyi⸗ 
ſten mens eyes, that they ſhall not ſleepe ta death, no2 that the 
Turke Chiſtes open enemp, ſhall euer boaſt that he hath 
quite ouerthiowen vs. 

Bit as J vexan to tell pou, ſhoting is the chiefe thing 
wherew'th Gw lufkereth the Turke to puniſhe our naugh⸗ 
tye lyuing with all: The youth there is bzoughte vppe in 
ſh3ating : his pꝛiuye G nde fan his owne perſonne, is bow- 
men: the might of th2p2 ſhaoting is well knowen of the Spa+ 
nyardes, Which at the Tawae called Ne wecaſtell in Illiri- 
: ca, were 


PPP 


| Ihe ſchoole pf Shooting, Folio,27 
ca, were quite Naine vppe, of the Turkes atrowes : when the 
Spaniardes had no vſe of their Gunnes , by reaſon of the 
taine. Andnow laſt of all, the E Maieſlie himſelke, 
at the Citie of Argier in Affric ke, had his hoaſt ſcze handeled 
with the Turkes arrcwes, when his Gunnes were quite dif- 
patched, and ſtoode him in no ſeruice becauſe ofthe rayne that 
tell, where as in ſuch a chaunce ol rayne, if he had had kewe⸗ 
men, ſurely their ſhotte might peraduenture haue bene alittle 
hindered, but quite diſpatched and mar de, it tould ntutr haue 
becne. But as fo2 the Turkes, Jam weery to talke ot them, 
par tly becauſe J hate them, and partly becauſe J em newe af- 
kectioned euen as it were a man that had bene long wandering 
in ltr aunge countries, and would fayne be at home to fee howe 
wel his owne frendes pꝛoſper and leave their life, and ſurely 
me thincke J am verie mery at my hart ts rememberhewe A 
Wall finde at home in England amonges Engliſh men, partly 
by Hyſtoꝛiee, of them that haue gone atoze vs, agame by cxpe- 
rience of them whiche we knowe and liue with vs, as great 
noble feates of warre by Artillarpe, as cuer was done at any 
time in ary other commen wealthe. And heere J muſt needes 
remember a certayne Frencheman called Textor, that mi- T. tor, 
teth a Booke which he nameth Officina, wherein he weaueth 
vp many bzokenended matters, and ſettes out much riffraffe, 
pelfery, trumpery, and beggery ware, clampard vy 
of one that would ſeeme to be fitter fo2 a Hop in deede, than to 
wyte any booke. And amonges all other ll packed vp mat⸗ 
ters, he th1uſtes vppe in a heape together all the good ſhooters - 
that euer hath bene in the wozld as he ſayth himſelfe, and yet J 
trowe Philologe that all j exemples which Jnow by chaunce 
haue rcherſed out of the beſt Authors both in Greeke and 
Latin, Textor hath but two of them,which two ſurely if thep 
were to recken againe, J would not ouce name them, partly 
becauſe they were naughtye perſons, and ſhooting ſo muche 
che worſe, becauſe they loued it, as Domitian and Commo- 
dus the Emperours : partly becanſe Textor hath them in his 
booke, on whome, I looked on by chaunce in the bookebinders 
Goppe, thincking ofno _— Ard ont thing J will ſcp 
. to 
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te von Philologe. that if I were diſpoſed to do {t, and you 
had lzpſure ta yeace it, I cauly ſaone dan as Textar doth, 
a r2:kea vp ſuch a rable of ſhooters chat be named heere 
am there in }I 2etes, as would hold vs talking whiles to mage 
ro ne:but mo puryoſe was nat to make mention of thaſe which 
were fayned of Petes fo their pleaſure, but of ſuch as were 
pꝛaueꝛ in OyTones fa) a truth: but wp Jbzintin Textor, 
was this: At lat when he hach reckened all ſhooters chat he 
P. crin.3. can, he ſapth thus, Petrus Crinitus wpteth, that the Scottes 
10. which dwell beyond Englande, be verp excellent ſhooters, 
and the beſt byw:n:n in wre. This ſentence, whether Cri- 
nitus mate it myeleudly of igaozance, 02 Textor confirmeth 
it me pecuichlye of enuye, may be called in queſtion and 
daubt: but this ſurely doo I owe very well, that Textor 
bath both redde in Gaguinus che Frenche Hyſtoꝛie, and alſo 
bath heard his father o2 graundfather talke (except perchaunce 
be wxs bozne and hꝛedde in a Cloyſter) after that ſoꝛt of the 
ſhooting of Engliſhmen, that Textor needed not tu haue gone 
ſo peeuiſhly beponde Englande fo? hootmg, but might ver ie 
ſoon? euen into the ſieſt cowae of Kent, haue found ſuch plen- 
tyt of ſhooting, as is not in all the Realme of Scotland againe. 
The Scottes ſurely be good men of warre in their owne feate 
as can be: but as fo? Cooting, they neither can vle it f any 
notte, nc pet will chalenge it fo2 any pꝛayſe, maiſter 
Textor of his gentleneſſe mould geue it them, Textor nee» 
ded not to haue filled vp his booke with ſich lyes, if he hav 
redde the yftozie of Scotlande, whiche Iohannes Maior 
le. Aal. s. oth wight:wierein he might haue learned, that when la mes 
Stewart firſt King of thatnam?, at the Pxcliam?ntholven at 
Saint [ohans towne 02 Perthie, communding vnder paine of 
great ſorfite, that euery Scotte ſhould learne to (hoote : vet 
neyther the lou? of they? couatrye, the feare oł their enempes, 
the autopdinx of punich neat, na th? receyuing ol any mo ite 
that might come by it. cau make them ta be good Archers 
which be vnagt and valitte thereuato by Gads pꝛouidence any 
Bature. | py 421] 
Typerekne the Scottes thꝛemſelues provue Textor a 2 
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both with authozitpe and alſo dayly ty pet iente, and by à tit · 
tayne Pꝛouerbe that they have ameugts their cummimtati- 


on, whereby they geue the whole pzaple of ſ}ooring 0 ll 
, ſaping thus: that every Engliſh Archer bea- 15 | 


rethvnderhis girdle xxiiij. Scottes, | | 

But to let Teytot and the Scottes go: yet one thing would ; 
I win lo tte Scottes, and that is this, that ſeeing one Gov, 
one fayth, one com palle of the ſea, one land and countrey; one 
tongre'in e ah] :, one maner and trade tt lxuing, hke cou + 
rage and ſtomacke in warre, [2 quickencfle of witce to lears | 
ning, hath made England und Scotland Lothoonc,thep would 
ſuffer them no longer to be two: but cleane geue cuer the 
Pope, which ſecketh none other thing (as may a noble any 

le Scsttilh man doth nome) but ts feede vn diſccntion and 
parties betwirt them and vs, Nocurimꝑ that thing to be two, 
which God, nature, and reaſon would haue one. 

Dam p2ofitable ſuch an attonement were fo Scotlande, % A 
both Johannes Maior, and Hector Boctius which wꝛote the Sor 6 His. 
Scottes Chꝛonicles vo teil, and alſo all the Gentlemen of S,. 
Scotlande, with the yooze tummunaltyt, do well knowe : S 
that there is nothing that ffoppeth this matter, ſaue onely a 
fewe Fryers, and ſuch like, whiche with the d2egges of our 
Engliche Papiftry lurking anonges them, ſtudye nothing 
elſe but to ewe battaile and ffrife berwixte both the people 2 
Wherebp only they hope to maintaine their Papiſticall kings 
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non: thanked be G and nobl: Englande, there is no coun» 
try better inhabited, me ciuile,moze diligẽt in honeſt 
to get both true and plentifull lyuing withall. And this felicitie 
(my minde geueth me) Gould haue chaunced alſo to Scot- 
lande, by the godly wiſedome of the mot noble Pꝛince King 
Henrye the viii. by whom?, G wzought moze wonderfull 
things then euer by any P:ince before : as baniſbing the biſh- 
{hop of Rome and hereſye, bzinging to light Gods word aud 
veritye, eſtabliſhing ſuch iuſtice and equitye, though enery 
parte of this Realme, as neuer was ſeene afoze. 

But Textor (A beſhzowe him) hath almom bzought vs 
from our communication of ſhooting, Now ſtr by my iudge- 
mente, the Artillarie of Englande farre exc; 2veth all other 
Realm2s: but yet one thing J doubt, and lang haue ſurely in 
that point du ted, when, oz by whom?, ſhooting was firſt 
brought into Eaglan e, and fe2 the ſame purpoſe, as I was 
once in co:m)any2 with Sy2 Thomas Eliot K1ight, whiche 
ſurely for his learning in all kinde of ght much 
woꝛſhippe to all the Nabilicye of Englande, J was ſo bould 
to aſke him, ik he at any time, had marked any thing, as con · 
cerning the bzinging in of ſhooting into — : be anne 
ſwered me gently againe, that he had a wazke in hande which 
be nameth, D:r:b1 mremorabil:bus Anglie, Which I truſt we 
ſhall ſee in pꝛint ſhoꝛtly, and to the accompliſhment of that 
booke, he had read and peruſed ouer many olde monumentes 
of England, and in ſeeking for that purpoſe, he marked this of 
ſhooting in an exceeding olde C vonicie, the whiche had no 
name, chat wat tim? as þ Saxons came firſt inta this Realme 
in King Vortigers dayes, when they had bene heere awhile, 
Td at laſt began to faule out with the Britaynes, chey trouble 
E ſubdued the Briraynes with nothing ſo much as with their 
bow? and ſhaftes, which weapon being ſtraunge and not Zene 
beere befoze, was wonderfull terreble vato them, and this be- 
ginning J can chincke very well to be true. But now as con- 
cerning many examples foz the pꝛayſe of E iglich Archers in 
warre, ſurely I will not be lang in amatter that na man doub⸗ 
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bythe Hyltozies of our enempes,09 elle done by men that now 


* King Edwarde the thiry at the battaile of Creſſie, againft 

Philip the French King, as Gaguinus the French Hiftozio- 
3 pay notheell flewe chat day all the Nobdlitye of 

raunce only with his archers, 

Such a like battaile alſo fought the noble blacke Ed- 
warde beſide Pocters, where Iohn the French Ring with his 
ſonne and in a maner all the Peeres of Fraunce were taken, 
beſide xxx. Þ. whiche that daye were ſlapne, and very fewe 
Engliſhmen, by reaſon of their bowes, 

King Henrye the fifte, a Pzince peereles and moſt victoꝛi⸗ 
ous conquerour of all that euer dyed pet in this parte of the 
wozlde, at the battaile of Agincourt with vii. M. fighting 
men, and yet many of them ſicke, being ſuch Archers, as tur 
Chonicle ſapth,that moſt part of them dꝛewe a yard, ſlewe all 
the Cheualrie of Fraunce to the number of X L. S. and mo, 
and loſt not paſt xxvi. Engliſh men. 

The bloudy Ciuill warre ol Englande betwixt the houſe 
of Yorke and Lancaſter, wh:re ſi es flewe of both ſydes to 
the deſtruction of many ayoinan of England, whome fozreine 
battell could neuer haue ſubdued, both J will paſſe oucr fo 
the pytifulnes of it, and pet may we highly pzayſe God in the 
remembzaunte of it, ſeeing he of his pꝛouidence hath ſo 
= — thoſe two noble houſes, with ſo noble and plea⸗ 

a 
The — Piince Thomas Hawarde Duke of North. 
folke, wich bowemen of Englande, flewe King lamye, with 
many a noble Scotte euen bzant againſt Flodon hill, in which 
battell, the ſtoute archers of Cheſſhyre and Lancaſhyre fc; 
one daye beſtowed to the death fo2 their Pꝛince and countrye 
ſake,hath gotten immoꝛtall name and pꝛayſe fox euer. 

The feare only of Engliſh Archers hath done moze won- 
derfull thinges than euer Jredde in any Hiſtoꝛye Greeke o2 
Latine, and moft wonderfull of all now of late beſyde Carlile, 
betwixt Eſ ke and Leven at Sandye fikes, where the whole 
roblipaſScocand i fed: Archers Sl Englandnert 
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the ſtroke of Gad) as both Caglih # Scottiſhmen that wert 
p2eſent haty tolve me, were damned and taken pꝛiſoners. 
No) that noble acre allo, which although it be almoſt loſt by 
time, cometh not behave in worthines, which my finguler 
good irende and maiſter Syr William Walgraue, and Syr 
George Somerſet did with a lewe Archers to che nomber as 
it is layd of 7vi. at the Turnepike beſyde Hammes where 
thep turned with ſo fewe Archers, ſo many Frenchmen ta 
flight, and turned ſo many out of they} Jackes, which turne, 
turned all Fraunce to ſhame Erepzoche, and tyole two noble 
Laightes to perpetuall pꝛayſe and fame. 
And thus pou lee Philologe, in all countries, Aſia, Afftic ke, 
d Eurype, in Iade, Ethiop, Egipt, & Iurie, Parthia, per- 
ia, Grece, & Italy, Scythia, Turkye, & Englande, from the 
beginning of the wozld euen to this day, that ſhooting hach had 
L the chiefe ſtroke in warre. P H 1, Thele examples ſurely apte 
fo2 the pꝛayſe of ſhooting, not fapned by Poetes, but pꝛeued by 
true Hiftozies, diſtinct by time and oꝛder, hath delited me er ⸗ 
ceding much, but yet me thincke that all this pꝛayſe belongeth 
to ſtroag Hooting and dꝛawing of mightie bowes, yot to pyic- 
king and neere ſhooting, fo2 which cauſe you and many other 
both loue and vſe ſhooting, 7 O x. Euermoꝛe Philologe 
you will haue ſome ouerthwart reaſon to awe forth moꝛe 
communication withall, but neuercheleſſe you Gallpercepue if 
you will, that vſeof pꝛicking, and deſpze ot neere ſhooting at 
home, are the onely cauſes of ſtrang Gooting in warre, any 
why * fo2 pou ſeethat the ſtrongeſt men, do not dꝛawe alwayes 
the ſtrongeſt thoote, which thing pꝛoueth that dzawing fircng, 
lyeth not ſo much in the ſtrength of man, as in the vle of ſhoo« 
ting. And experience teacheth the ſame in other things, foz you 
fhall ſee a weake Smithe, which will with alipe and turni 
of his arme, take vp a barre of yzon, that an other man tile 
as ſtrong, can not ſtirre. And a ſtrong man not vled ts ſhooce, 
hath his armes, byeſt and ſhoulders, nd other partes where. 
with he ſhould dzawe ſtrongly, one hindering and ſtopping a- 
nother, euen as a doſen ſtrong hoſes not vſed to the Carte, 
lettes aud troubles one another, And lo the moe drang man 
not 
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not ved to ſhoote , ſhootes molt vnhanſumly, but yet if a 
ſroag man with vie of ſhooting coulde applye all the partes 
of his bovye together to they? mot ſtrength, then ſwoulde hee 
boty dza've ſtranger than other, and alfo ſhoote better then 
other. But nome a ſtrong man nat vſed to ſhoote, at a girve, 
tas heaue bp and plucke in {under many a good bowe , as 
wie boaſes at a hunt doch race and plucke in peeces many 
a ſteang Carte. And chus ſtrong men, without vle, can vo no⸗ 
thing in ſhaoting ta any purpole, neither in warre no2 peace, 
but it they hav9ea to ſhaatt, yet they haue done within a ſhoote 
o2 twa, when a weake man that is vſed to ſhoote, ſhall ſerue 
fo? al! times and purpoſes, and ſhall ſhoote tenne ſhaftes, a⸗ 
gaink the others foure, and dawe them vp co the point euer y 
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time, and ſhoote them to the molt aduauntage, mawing and 


withma wing his Halt when he liſt, marking at one man, yet let 
d2puny at an ather maa: which things in a ſet battaile , al- 
though amm, ſhall nat al mayes vſe, yet in bicker ings, and at 
du erthwart meetings, whea fewe Archecs be together, they 
do taſt good ot᷑ all. 
Agne, he that is not vſed to ſhoste, ſhall euermoꝛe with 
vnto vardneſſe of houlding his bowe, and nocking his ſhalte, 
nat lokirg ta his ſtring betime, put his bowe al w pes in ieo⸗ 
- pervye 97 byeaking, and then he w2re better ta be at hame: 
mNeouer, he all haote very fewe ſhaftes, andthoſe full vn 
haw\nly, ſom? nat halte dzawen, ſome too high, and ſome 


tod owe, n he can nat vine a ſhaate at a time, not ſoppe a a 
ſh39t2 at a neede, but out mult it, and very oft to euill pꝛoofe. 
P HI. And that is beſt I trow? in warce,tolet it goe, and not 
ta Topye it, T OX. Na not ſo, but ſometime to hould a ſhaft - 


at the head, which if they be but few archers, doch moze good 
with the feare of it, than it ſhould do il it were ſhotte; with the 


ſtrode ol it. PH I, That is a onder to me, that the teate of 
a diſpleaſure, ſbould ds mo22 harme than the dapiralrve it 
ſelke. T OX, Pꝛa, ye kaow? that a man u ich frareth to be 
brnched, out of his countrye, can neyther be merye, cate, 
minche, nan flegpe du feare, pet when he is bani oer it decoe, 
he lleageth aud eatrtg, as well ag any other; And many mer 
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doubting and fearing whether they ſhould dye p2 no, even lar 
very feare of death, pzeuenteth them ſelfe with a moze bitter 
5 death, then the other death ſhould haue beene in teeve, Any 
Ciri ed. 3 thus feare is wozle then the thing feared, as is pꝛetely pꝛoued, 
by the communication of Cyrus and Tigranes , the Kings 
ſonne of Armenie, inXenophon. | | 
PHI. JIgraunt Toxophile, that bſe of footing maketh a 
man dꝛawe ſtrong, to ſhoote at moſt aduauntage, to keepe his 
gere, which is no ſmall thing in warre, but pet me thincke, 1 
that the cuſtomable ſhooting at home, ſpeciall at buttes and „. 
mickes, make nothing at all fo2 ſtrong chor ting which doth 1 
moſt good in warre. Therefoze J ſuppoſe if men ſhould vſe 
to goe into the ficlves, and learne to ſhoote mightie ſtrong 
ſhootes, and neuer care fo2 any mat ke at all, they ſhoulde doe 
much better, T OX. The troth is, that faſhion much vled, 
would do much good, but this is to be feared, leaſt that wap 
could not pꝛouoke men to vſe much ſhooting , becauſe there 
Could be litle pleaſure in it. And that in ſhoting is beſt, that 
pꝛouoketh a man to vſe ſhoating moſt : Foz much vſe make ch 
men ſhoote, boch ſtrong and well, which two things in ſhoo⸗ 
ting, euery man doth deſpꝛe. And the chicke maintapner of 
vſe in any thing, is compariſon and heneft contention. Fox 1 
Ariſte.. when a man ftrpueth to be better than an other, he will glad a 
Rhe. ad Ie vſe that thing, though it be neuer ſo pamfu l, wherein he 
Theod. woulde excell, which thing, Ariſtotle verp pꝛetely doth nate, 
,, ſaying, Where is compariſon, there is victorie : where 
„ is victotie, there is pleaſure : And where is pleaſure, no 
„ man careth what labour or paine he taketh, becauſe of 
„ the prayſe and pleaſure that he ſhall haue, in doing bet» 
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in ſhooting, to make mat- 
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ches to aſſemble archers together, ta contend who ſhall ſhoote' 
beſt, and winne the game, encrealech the vſe of ſhooting wen · 
defully amonges men. PH I, Df Uſe you ſpeake verye- 
much Toxophile, but I am ſure in all other matters, Uſe 
can do nothing, without two other things be ioyned with it, 
one is a natur all Apteneſſe ta a thing, the other is a true way 
1* 2 K10wledne, how to-do the thing, to which two if Uſe be 
jopued, as third kela we, ot them three, poceedech perkectneſſe 
A and excellency: Ik a man lache the firſt two, Aptnelie and 
1 Cunning, U e can do little good at all, f 
Fo? he that would be an D:atour, and is nothing naturaliy aA 
itte for it, that is to ſay: lacketh a good witte and memoꝛpe, 4 
lacketh a good voyce, countenaumte and bodye, and other ſuch i 
like, vea if he had all theſe, andknewenot what, how, where, | 
w\:n, no to whame he ſhould ſpeake, ſurcly the vſe of ſpea⸗ | 
king, would hing out none other {nite but plaine foily and 1 
ba ling, fo that Ale is the laſt and the leaſt neceſſary, of all " 
thee, yet no thing can be done excellently without them all | 


thzee, And therefaze Toxophile, Im ſeife, becauſe I neuer 
knewe whether J was apt foꝛ ſhooting o2 no,noznever knewe It 
war, how J ſhould learne to ſhoote, I haue not vſed to ſhoote: \1Y 
we (oF th'ucke fiue hundzed moze in Englande dos beſyde il 
me. And ſurely, if J knewe that J were apte, and that you F 
wonlde teache me how to ſhaote, I would become an Archer, 1 | 


and the rather becauſe of the good communication, the which 
J baue had with pon this day, al Tooting, 

IOX. Aptneſte, R owlevge,any'Ule, euen as pou ſape, 
wake all things perfecte, Aptneſſe is the fir. and chiekeft 
thing, without which the other two doo no good at all. Buow⸗ 
ledge doth encreaſe al mmer of Aptneſſe, boch leſſe and moe. N 
Uſe ſavth Cicero, is farre aboue all teaching. And thus (hey wo 
all tinee muſt be had, to da a m; thing very well, and if any one 
be awan, what ſo euer is dane, is done very meanely. Apte. 
neſſe is the git af nature, N amedge, is gotten by the helpe 
af other: Wſe lyeth in our owne diligence ad labour. So that 
Aptneſſe and Uſe be ours end within vs, tour nature and 


lab, Krowicdge nat aura, but can ang bp other | and 
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cher ekoꝛe moſt viligently, of all mien to be ſought lo. Howe 
theſe thꝛee things Kande with the Artülerie of Englance, a 
wo2d o: two J will ſaye. 2% 
Al Englich men gener ally, be apt fo? ſhooting, and howe * 
Lyke as that ground is plentifull and fruitful, whici) without 
any tilling, hꝛingeth out cone, as fo? cxample, if a man ſhoulp 
£92 to the myll oꝛ ar ket with cone, and happen to ſpill ſome 
ta the way, pet it would take roote and growe, becauſe the 
ſov{? is ſo 03d: fo Englande may be thought very T:ritfull 
and apt tg hing out ſhooters, where childzen euen trom the 
cradell, (ue it: and pong men without any teaching fo dili⸗ 
gently vſe it. Agame, likewiſe as a good ground well tylled, 
and well hutyanved, bringeth out great plenty of big eared 
co2ne, and goad to the faule: ſo if the youth of Englande be⸗ 
ing avt of it ſelfe to hoote, were taught and learned howe to 
boote, the Archers of Englande ſhauld not be only a great 
deale canker, and ino then they be: but alla a good deale big⸗ 
ger and ſtronger Archers then they be. This commoditye 
{houlde folo we al'o if the youth of England were taughte to 
ſhoote, that euen as plawing of a good grounde fo2 wheate, 
doth not only make it meete koꝛ the ſeede, but alſo ryueth and 
plucketh vp by the rootes, all thiſtles, bzxambles and weeves 
which grow? of their owne accoꝛde, to the deſtruction of both 
coꝛne and grounde: Eucn ſo ſhould the teaching of youth to 
Goote, not only make them fhoote well, but alſo plucke awaye 
by therootes all other velpze tonaughtyepaſtimes,as dpſing, 
carding and bouling, which without any teaching, are vſed 
euecy where, to the great harme of all youth of this Realme. 
And lykewyſe as burning of thiſlkes , and diligent weeding 
them out ofthe coꝛne, doth not halfe ſo much ridde them, as 
when the grounde is kalloed and tilled fo2 good graine, as Y 
haue heard many a good huſbandman ſay: enen ſo, neycher 
bote puniſhment,no2 yet diligent ſearching out of ſuch vathzif- 
tineſſe by the officers, ſhall ſo thozowlp werde theſe vngrati⸗ 
ous games out of the Realme, as occupying and bzirging vy 
pouty in Hooting, and other honeſt paſtime. Thirdly, as a 
ground which is apt foz cone, and alſo well „** 
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if a mam let it lye fill, and doo not occupye it thpee of foure 
peare: but then will ſowe it, if it be wheate (ſayth Colunel- 
la, it will turne mcorye : ſo, if a man be neuer ſo apt to ſhoote, 
no! neuer ſo well taught in his youth to ſhoote, yetifhe gene it 
auer, and not vſe-to Hoote, truly when he ſhall be epther com: 
pelled in warre time fo2 his countrey ſake, oz elle pꝛouoked at 
hone fa his pleaſure ſake, to faule to his bowe: he ſhall be 
tome of a fapꝛe archer, aſtarke ſquyꝛter and dꝛibber. There: 
fore in ſhooting, as in all other things, there can neither be 
mam in namder, n02 excellent in deede: except theſe thiee 
taings, Aptneſſe, A nowledge, and Uſe gor together, 

p Hl. Uecp we lſapd Toxophile, and J pꝛomiſe vou, Y 
agree to this tuvgement of yours together, and therekeꝛe A 
can not little marueile, why Engliſhmen bꝛing no mote helpe 
to Hooting, then nature it ſelfe geuech them. Foz pou ſee that 
tuen childꝛen be put totheyꝛ owne ſites in chooting, having 
nothing taught them: but that they may choſe, and chaunce to 
Hoatel,rathcr then well, vnaptly loner then fitlie, vnto ward. 
pe, maze eaſely chen well kauauredly, which thing cauleth 
many neuer beginne to ſhoote: and moe to leaue it off when 
they haue hegonne: and molt of all to ſhoote both woꝛſe and 
weaker, then they might hoo ee, it they were taught. 

« Bat peraduenture ſome men will ſay, that with vſe of ſhoa⸗ 
ting a man ſhallle arne ts Haote, true it is he ſhall learue, but 
what ſhall he learne ⁊ marve to ſhsote naughtly. Fa2 all de 
in all things, ił it be not ſtaved by Cunnieig, will very caſely 
wing a m to do that thing, what ſoeuer he gocth about, 
with much ilttauaurednes aud veformitie, 

Aich thing, how much harme it doth in learning, both 
Craffus excelleutie dath moue m Tally, and Imp ſelte haue 
experience in m littly hodting. And therefore Toxophile, 
rau mut needes graune me that eyther Engliſh men do ill, in 
nat joyning Nu 10wledne of ſhoating to C e, £2 Ale chere is na 


hu wied ge oꝛ cunning, which can de gathered of g, 
ande, 


70 R. Learning to ſpaate is lttle regat den in Eng) 
for ths confideration, becauſe men be fo te dy nature then 
haue à gr2ate ready forwartnes' and will 40 vb ic, although 
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no man teache them, although na man bidde them, and ſo of 
their obne courage they runne headlong on it, and ſhoote they 
fl, hoote they well, great heede they take not. And in verye 
deede Aptnelle with Tſe may do ſomewhat without Knows 
ledge, but not the tenth part, il ſo be they were iopned with 
knowledge, Which there things be ſeperate as youſee, not of 
their owne kinde, but t the negligence of men whiche 
couplech chem not together. And where pee doubt whether 
there can be gathered any knowledge 02 arte in ſhooting o2 
no, ſurely J thincke that a man being well exerciſed in it, and 
ſomewhat honeſtly learned withall, might ſoone with diligent 
abſeruing and marking. the whole nature of ſhooting, finde 
out as it were an Arte of it, as Artes in other matters haue 
bene kaunde out afoze, ſeeing that ſhooting Candeth by thoſe 
things, which may both be thozowlp perteyued, and perfitly 
knowen, and ſuch that neuer fayles, but be euer certaine, be⸗ 
longing to one moſt perfecte ende, as ſhooting ſtreight..and 
keeping of a length, wings a man to hitte the marke, the 
chiekt ende in Hooting : which two things a man may attaine 
vnto, by dpligent vſing, and well handling thoſe iuſtruments, 
which belong vnco them, Therefoze J cannot ke; but thcre 
lpeth hide in the nature of Gooting, an Arte, which by no- 
ting, and obſeruing of him, that is 2xexciled in it, if he be any 
thing learned at all, may be taught, to the greetfurtherance 
of Artillerie though out allthis Realme. And trucly I mar- 
ueile greatly, that Eugliſh men woulde neuer pet ſeeke fox 
the Arte of ſhooting, ſeeing they be ſo apte unto it, ſo pzapſed 
of they kriendes, ſo feared of their enempes faq it. Vege= 
tius woulde haue maſters er. which, ſhoulde teache 
pouth to thoote kayze. L.co the Emperour df Rome, Pen- 
eth the ſame cuſtome, to hane bene alwayes amongeſt che 
olve Romanes : which cul of teaching youth to ſhoote 
(ſayth be) after it was omitted, and litle hede taken ol, rough 
the whole Empyꝛe of Rome, to great ruine. Schola Perſica, 

is, the Schole of $ Perſians, appointed to bing vp youth. 
Dies they were xx, ycare elde onely in ſhooting, is as no · 
tablye knowen in yes as the Empyꝛe of the Perſians 4 
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which ſcl ole, as doth appeare in Cornelius Tacitus, as ſoone * 
as they gaue ouer, and fell to other idle paſtimes, wougbte r. 1 4. 
both them and the Parthians vnder the ſubiection of the Ro- 
maines. Plato would haue common maiſlers and ſtipends De lig. 7. 
for to teach youth to ſhoote, and for the ſame purpoſe 
he woulde haue a broad fielde neare euery Citie, made 
common for men to vſe ſhooting in. Thich ſaping, the 
moꝛe reaſonably it is ſpoken of Plato, the moze vnreaſonable 
is their deeve, which would ditch vp thoſe fieldes pꝛiuately foꝛ 
their 6wne p2offte, which lyeth open gener ally fo2 the common 
vſe : men by ſich goodes be made richer, not honeffer ſapth 
Tullie. Jfmen tan be perſwaded to haue ſhoting taught, this De Of. z. 
autho)itye which followe ti will per ſwade them, oz elſe none, 
and that is as J haue once ſapde befoze , of King David, 
whoſe fyꝛſt acte and ozdinaunce was after he was King that 
all Iudea ſhould learne to ſboote. It ſhooting could ſpeake, 
ſhe would accuſe England of vnkindneſſe and ſlouthfulneſſe, 
of vnkindneſſe toward her becauſe ſhe being left to a little blind 
ve, lackes her beſt maintainer which is cunning ; of flouthlul 
neſſe towarde they? owne ſelfe, becauſe they are content with 
that which aptnefle and vſe doth graunt them in ſhooting, and 
will ſerke foꝛ no knowledge as other noble common wealthes 
haue done: and the iuſtlier ſhooting might make this com⸗ 
plaint, ſeeing that of fence and weapons there is made an 
Arte, a thynx in no wyſe to becompared to ſheotng. Fe2 of 
fence all moſt in euery Towne, there is not only Maiſters to 
teach it, with his Pzonoſtes, Uſhers, Scholcrs, and other 
names of Arte, and Schole, but there hath not fapled alſo, 
which bath diligently and fanouredly wzitten it, as is ſet cut in 
Pint that euery man may reave if, | 
hat diſconnnoditye doth come by the lacke ol knowledge, 
in choting, it were oner long to rehearſe. Fo2 man that haue 
bene apte, and lotted ſhooting, befauſe they knewe not which 
way tv hould to come to ſhooting, haue cleane turned theme 
ſelues from ſhoting. And J may tell yeu Philologe, che lecke 
df teaching to ſhovte in England, tauſeth bety many men, to 
play with the Kings Actes, as a man did once tyther with the 
E. j. Mayze 
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e of London o2 Yorke, I cannot tell whether, which 
did comm unde by P!oclamation, euery man in che City ta 
hang a Lmterne with a Candell, afoze hig.doze : which thing 
the man did, but he did not light, it: And ſo many bye bowes 
becauſe of the Acte, but pet they ſhoote not: not of euill will, 
but becauſe they knowe not how to ſhoote, But to conclude of 
this matter, in ſhooting, as inall other things, Aptneſſe is the 
firſt, and chiefe thing, which if it be away, neyther Cunning 
no? vſe,voth any good at all, as the Scottes and Frenchmen, 
with knowledge and Uſe of ſhooting, ſhall become good fre 
chers, when a cunning Shipwnight all make a ſtrong Ship, 
of a Salowe tree: 02 when ahuſbandmanſhall become riche, 
with ſowing wheate on Newmarket heath. Cunning muſt 
be had, both to ſet out, and amende Nature, and allo to ouer⸗ 
ſee, and coꝛrett vſe : which ble ik it be not led, and gouerned- 
with cunning, ſhall ſoner go amille, than ſtraight, Wſe mas. 
keth perfitneſle, in doing that thing, wherevntonature mas: 
keth a man apt, and knowledge maketh a man cunning bete. 
Ss that it is not ſo daubttull, which of them thzee hath moſt 
K:oke in ſhating as it is plane and euident, that all tinee muſt 
be had in exceltent ſhoting. HI. Fo2 this communication 
Toxophile I am verye glad, and that fo myne owne ſake, he⸗ 
cauſe truſt nom to become a ſhoter. And in deede thought 
afoze Engliſhmen moſt apt foz ſhoting, and I ſawe them day⸗ 
ly vſe ſhoting, but yet I neuer founde none, that would talke 
of any knowledge whereby a man might come to ſhoting. 
Therefoze J truſt that you, by the ble you haue had in ſho⸗ 
ting, hauz ſo thoꝛowly marked and noted the nature of it, that 
pou can teache me as it were by a trade 02 wap how-to come to 
it. T OX. J graunt, I haue ved ſhoting meetely well, that 
A might haue marked it wel enough, ik A had bene diligent. 
But my much ſhoting, hath cauſed me ſtudy little, fo that 
thereby J lacke Ca which ſhould ſet out the Art oz way 
in any thing. And pou know? that J was neuer ſowellſeene- 
in che Poſteriorums of Ariſtotle, as to inuent and ſearch out 
ener all Dꝛmanſtrations foz the ſetting foꝛth of any newa 
cience, Nat by my trozty.if you will, A wil goe with — 
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into the fieldes at any time, and tell you as much as I can, o 
elſe you may ſtand ſometime at the pꝛickes, and looke cn them 
which ſhoote beſt, and ſo learne. P H I. How little you haue 
Wkedol Ariftorie, and how much learning you haue loſt by 
ſhoting, J cannot tell, but this I would ſay and if I loued you 
neuer lo ill, that you haue bene occupyed in ſomewhat elſe be⸗ 
de ſhoting, But to our purpoſe, as I i not rtqupꝛe a trade 
in ſhoting to be taught me alter the ſutteltye of Ariſtotle, 
tuen ſo da J not agree with pou in this point, that you would 
haue me learne to ſhote with loking on them which ſhote beſt, 
for ſo I knowe J ſhould neuer come to ſhote me anely. Foꝛ in 
ſhoting, as in all other things which be gotten by teaching, 
there muſt be ſhewed a way, and a path which ſhall leade a 
man to the beſt and chiekeſt poynt which is in ſhoting, whiche 
vou do marke your ſclfe well enough, and vttercd it alſo in 
- pour communication, when pou ſayd there lap hid in the ng- 
ture of thoting a certaine way, whiche well percepued and 
thoꝛowly knowen, would bzing a man without any wandering 
to the beſt ende in ſhoting, which you called hitting of the 
pꝛicke. Therefoze I would referre all my ſhoting to that ende 
which is beſt, and ſo ſhould J come the ſoner to ſome meane. 
That which is beft hath no faulte, noz can be amended. So, 
ſhewe me belt ſhoting, not the beſt ſhoter, which ik he be neuer 
{o good, vet hath he many a fault eaſely of any nian to be cl; 
pyed, And therefoze marueile not if I requpze to folowe that 
example which is without fault, rather then that which hath 
ſo many fauttes, And this way euery wile man doch folow in 
teaching any maner of thing, As Ariſtotle when he teacheth a 
man to be good, he ſettes not befoze him Socrates lite, which 
was the beſt man, but chiefe goodnes it ſelte, accoꝛding to 
which he weuld haue a man directe his kfe, 
T OX, This way which vou requpze o me Philologe, 
is ton hard fa me, and too he q; a oter to taulke on, and 
taken as I ſuppoſe out of the middeſt of Philoſophic, to ſerche 
out the per ſite ende ol any thing, the which perfit ende to finde 


- out, ſapth Tullye, is the hardeſt thing in the world, the onciy Ora, au 
occaſion and cauſe, why ſo man lectes of CH-, hers hath u, 
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ben? alwayes in learning. And although as Cicero ſayth, a 
man may linagin F deam in his minde of a perſite end in any 
thing, yet there is no experience noꝛ vſe of it, na was neuer 
ſeene yet amonges men, as alwayes to heale the ſicke, euer⸗ 
moꝛe to leade a ſhippe without daunger, at all times to bit the 
pꝛicke, ſhall no Phiſition, no ſhipmaiſter, no ſhoater euer da. 


And Ariſtotle ſayth, that in all deedes there are two paints to 


be marked, poTibilitye, and excellencye, but chiefelya wyſe 
man muſt folowe, and lay hand on poſlibilitie fo feare he leeſe 


both. Threkaze ſecing that which is molt perfect and beſt in 


khooting as alwayes to hit the pꝛicke, was neucr ſeeneno hard 
tell on yet amonges men, but onely imagined and thought 
vpon ina mans minde, me thincke this is the wyſeſt counſell, 
and beſt foz vs to fallawe rather that which a man may come 
to, than that which is vupoſſible to be attayned to, leaſt infttp 
that ſaying of the wyſe mapde Iſmene in Sophocles map be 
verifyed vn vs. | 


A toole is he that takes in hand he can not ende. 


PH I. QA ul, if the perfic ende of ocher matters, had bene as 
per ſitly knowne, as the perfite ende of ſhooting is, there had 
neuer bene ſo many ſectes of Philoſophers as there be, foz in 
ſhooting both man and boy is in one opinion, that alwaves to 
hit the pꝛicke is molt perfect ende that can be ima gined, ſo that 
we ſhall not neede greatly contend in this matter. But now fir, _ 


whereas pou thincke that a man in learning to ſhoote, oz any 


thing elſe, ſhauld rather wiſely folow poſſibilitie, then vainly 
feek? fo2 perfite excellencte, ſurely J will pꝛoue that euery wiſe 
man, that wiſely would learn? any thing, hall chiefely goe a- 
bout that wherevnto he knoweth well he ſhall neuer come, 

And you your ſelfe I ſuppoſe (hall confeſle the ſame to be the 
belt way in teaching, ik you will aunſwere me to thoſe things 
which J will aſk? of you. I O X. And that I will gladly, both 
becauſe I thincke it is vapoſſible fox pou topzone it, and alſs 
becauſe I veſy2e toheare what you can ſay in it. P H I. Tye 
ſtudye of a good Phiſition Toxophile, J trowe be to knowe 
all diſeaſes and all medvcines fit fo: them. * 
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TO X. It is loin deede. P H I. Becauſe J ſuppoſe he would 
gladly at all times heale all diſeaſes of all men, T O X. Pes 
trulpe. P H I. A good purpoſe ſurely, but was there euer 
—— irs on mg renee 
t, that at all times could heale all viſeaſes* T OX. No 
trulp : no I thincke neuer ſhalbe, P H I. Then Phiſitions by 
like, dudy toy that, which none al them commeth vnto, But in 
learning of fence, Ama pou what is that which men mot la- 
bour fox * T OX. That they may hit another I trowe, any 
reuer take blowe their ſelle. P H I, Pau ſay trothe, and J am 
fureenery one of them would fapne do ſo when ſoeuer he play« 
ech. But was there euer any ol them ſo cunning yet, which at 
one time oz other hath not bene touched 27” O X. The beſt of 
them all is glad ſometime to eſcape with a blowe, P H I. Then 
in fence alſo, men are taught to go about that thing, which the 
beſt of them all knoweth he ſhall neuer attaine vnto, Moꝛeo⸗ 
ner pou that be ſhooters, J pꝛa you, what meane you, when ye 
take ſo great heede,to keepe your ſtanding, to ſhoote compaſle, 
ce lose on pour marke ſo diligently, ts caſt vp graſſe divers 
times and other things moze, you knowe better than J. What 
would you vo then J pʒay you 2 T OX, hit the marke ifwe 
could,'P H I. And doth eueryman go about to hit the marke 
at euery ſhoote + 7" O X. By mp trothe I trow ſo, and as fox 
my ſelte Yam ſure A do. P H I. But all men do not hit it at all 
times. T OX. No trulo foz that were a wonder, P H I. Can 
any man hit it at all tumes: 7 O X, No man verelye. 
PH I, Then by likely to hit the pꝛicke alwapes is vnpoſſible, 
Foz chat is called vupoſſible which is in no mans power to do. 
T OX, Unpoſſible in deede. P H I. But to ſhoote wide @ farre 
al the marke is a thing poſſible, T O X. No man will denye 
that. P H l. But pet to hit the marke alwayes were an extel⸗ 
lent thing. TOR. Excellent ſurely. P H I. Chen I am ſure 
thoſe be wpler men which couet to ſhoote wide, than thoſe 
which couet to hit the pꝛicke. T OX. Why ſo A pꝛay you. 
HI. Becauſe to ſhoote wpde is a thing polſchle, & therefo2e 
as your ſay pour ſelfe, of every wyſe man to be folowed, And 
as foz hitting the pyicke , Mr 
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vaine thing to goe about it, but in good ſadneſſe Toxophile 
thus you ſee that a man might goe though all craftes and ſci 
ences, and poue that any man in his ſcience coueteth that 
which he ſhall neuer get. OX. By my trouth(as you ſay) A 
cannot deny, but they do ſo : but why e wherefoze they ſhould 
do ſo, Jcannotlearne, P H I. I will tell pou, euerp crafte and 
ſcience ſtandeth in two things: in Raowing of his crafte, and 
M king of his craft : foz perfit knowledge bzingeth a man to 
perfic wozking : This knowe Painters, Karuers, Taylours, 
Shomakers, and all other craftes men, to be true, Now in 
euery crafte,there is a perfite excellencye, which may be better 
knowen in a mans minde, then folowed in a mans deede, Tl is 
perfitnes, becauſe it is generally layed as a bzode wide er« 
-ample afoe all men, no one particuler man is able to 

i; and as it is generall to all men, ſo it is perpetual ta all 

time, which pꝛoueth it a thing foꝛ man vnpoſſible: although not 

fo2 the capacitie of our thinking which is heauenly, yet ſurely 

lo the habilitye ol our wozking, which is world. 

D. Odd geuech not fullperfitenes tu one man (ſapth Tullye) 
;d(eaſt it one man had all in any one ſcience, there ſpould be no⸗ 
* thing lelt ſaz an other. Pet Gov ſuffereth vs to haue the per⸗ 
kite knowledge of it, that ſuch a knowledge diligently fola« 
wed, might bzing foꝛth accozding as a man doth labour, perfyte 
wozking : And who is he, that in learning to wzpte, would fop« 
ſake an excellent example, and folow a wozſe : Therefoze ſer⸗ 
ing perfitnes it ſelfe is an example lun vs, let euery man ſtudy 
how he may come nye it, which is a point of wyſedome, not 
reaſon with God why he may not attaine vnto it, which is 
vaine curiofitye., T OX. Durely this is gaily ſaid Philologe, 
but pet this one thing J am afrayde ok, leaſt this per ſunen 
which you ſpeake on will diſcourage men to take any thing in 
hand, becauſe afoze they be zin, they knowe, they ſhallneuer 
come to an ende. And thus diſpayꝛe Hall diſpatch, euen at the 
firſt entring in, many a good man his purpoſe and intent. Ann 
A thincke both you your ſel e, and allother men ta, would count 
it meere follie fox a man to tell him whame he teacheth, chat he 
ſhall neuer optaine that, which he would fayneſt learne. 
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And therefoze this ſame high and perfite wap ol teaching let 
vs leaue it to higher matters, and as foz ſhating it ſhalbe con⸗ 
tent with a meaner way well enough. P H I, Where as vou 
ſap that this hye perfitneſle will viſcourage men, becauſe they 
knowe, they ſhall neuer attaine vuto it, I am ſure cleane cons 
trarye there is nothing in the woꝛld ſhall encourage men moꝛe 
than it. And'why'$ Foz where a man ſeeth, that though ano- 
ther man be neuer ſo excellent, pet it is poſſible fo2 himſelfe to 
be better, what payne oz labour will that man refuſe to take? 
if the game be once wonne, no man will ſet fozth his foote ta 
runne. And thus perfitenefle being ſo high a thing that men 
may loke at it, not come to it, and being ſo plentifull andindif- 
ferent to euerp body, that the plentifulneſſe of it may pꝛouske 
all men to labour, becauſe it hath enough fo all men, the indif- 
ferencye of it (hall encourage euery one to take moze payne 
than his fellowe, becauſe euery man is re warded accozding to 
his nye comming, and yet which is moſt marueile of all, the 
moꝛe men take of it, the moꝛe they leaue behinde fo2 other, as 
Socrates did in wyſedome,and Cicero in eloquence,whereby 
other hath not lacked, but hath fared a great deale the better, 
And thus perfitneſle it ſelfe , becauſe it is neuer obtayned, 
euen therefoze only doth it cauſe ſo many men to be well ſeene 
and perfyte in many matters, as they be. But where as you 
thincke that it were fondnes to teach a man to ſhoote, in loking 
at the moſt perfitneſſe in it, but rather would haue a man goe 
ſome other way to wozke, J truſt ns wyſe man will diſcom⸗ 


mende that way, except he thincke himſelfe wyſer than Tully, D. 0. 


which doth plainly Lay, that if he teached any maner of cr 
as he did Rhetozicke, he woulde labour to bꝛing a man to the 
knowledge of the moſt perfitnes of it, which knowledge ſhould 
euer moe leade and guide a man to do that thing well which 
he went about, Ahich way in all maner of learning to be beſt, 
Plato doth alſo declare in Euthydemus, of whome, Tully 
learnẽd it as he did many other things mo. And thus you ſce 
Toxophile by what reaſons and by whoſe authozitye J do re⸗ 
quyꝛe of vou this way in teaching me to ſhoote, which way, A 
pꝛay you without any delay he we me as far foꝛch as you haue 
E. Ut, noted 
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noted and marken. T OX. Nau call me to a thing Philologe 
which J am loth to do, And pet if J do it not being but a ſmall 
matter as vou thincke, pou will lacke frendſhippe in me, if J 
take it in hand and not bing it to paſſe as you would haue it, 

pou might thincke great want of wiſedome in me. 
But aduiſe pou, ſeeing you will needes haue it ſo,the blame 
| hal be yours, as well as myne: pours tc putting vpon me ſo 
14 inſtauntly, myne in receyuing ſo fondly a greater burthen 
4 then I am able to beare. Therefoze Y, moze willing to fulfill 
1 your minde, than hoping ta accomplith that which you loke 
loꝛ, and ſhall ſpeake of it, not as a maiſter of ſhooting, but as 
one not altogether ignozant in ſhooting. And one thing J am 
glad of, the Sunne dzawwing vowne ſo faſt into the Weſt, ſhall 
compell me to dꝛawe apace to the ende of our matter, ſo that 
his darckeneſſe ſhall ſomething cloke mine ignozance, 
And becauſe you knowe the ozdering of a matter better 
then A: Alke me generally of it, and J ſhall parti | 
cularly aunſwere to it. P H I, Uery gladiye 
Toxophile : fc; ſa by o2der thoſe things 
J would knowe, you ſhall tell 
the better : and thoſe thynges 

which you hal tell, A ſhal te. 

member the better, | 
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I oe „ chat every man-laboureth to 
5 cometo+ T OX, Co hit the marke, 
P HI, Þow many things axe requy⸗ 
red to make a man euermoze hit the 
marke d r © x, Two. vu. Which 
Rn 
keeping of alfgth, vu. How ſhould 
a man ſhoote ſtr aight, aud how ſhould 
amankeepe alengh) ro x. In knowing andhauing things 
belonging to ſhooting; and when they be knowen and had, in 
well handling of them : whereof, ſome belong co ſhooting 
ſtraight, ſome, to keping of alength, ſome commonly to them 
A ſhall be tolde ſeuerally of them, in place conuenient. 
HI. Things belonging to ſhooting, which be they 
T OX, All things be outwarde, and ſoine be inſtrumentes 
fo2 euery ſeuerall Archer to bzing with him, pꝛoper fo2 his 
owe ve: other things be gener all to every man, as the 
place and time ſerueth. P HI, Which be inftrumentes*r o x. 
B!acer,ſhooting gloue, ſtring, bowe and ſhaft, P H I. Thich 
be gener all to all men * r o x, The weather andthe marke, 
pet the marke is euer vnder the rule ofthe weather. PHT, 
A erein ſtandeth weithandling of things #7 © x. All toge⸗ 
neu ry e ſomehandlingis pꝛoper to inſtru⸗ 
tet to che wether; ſome co the marke, * is within 
elfe, PN l. c Ahat handling is pꝛoper to the inſtru⸗ 
meutes. 
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ments, IOX. Standing, nocking, dzawing, holding, low« 
ſing, whereby commeth fapze ſhoting, which nepther belong 
to winde no2 weather, no2 pet to the marke, foz in a rapne and 
at no marke, a man may ſhoote a fayze fhoote, P H I, Mell 
ſayd, what handling belongeth to the weather : 7 OX. Ano⸗ 
wing of his winde, with him, againſt him, ſyde winde, full ſpde 
winde, ſyde wynde quarter with him, ſyde wpnde quarter a⸗ 
1 gainſt him, and ſo foꝛth. P H I, Tell than go to, what hand⸗ 
| | ling belongeth to the marke: T OX. To marke his ſtanding, 
to ſhote compaſle, to dawe euermoꝛe like, to louſe evermoze 
like, to conſider the nature of the pꝛicke, in hilles and dales, in 
ſtrayte plaines and winding plates, and alſo to eſpy his marke. 
P H I, Uery well done. And what is onely within a man him⸗ 
ſelfe : 7 O X. Good heede geuing, and auoyding all affecti- 
ons: which things oftentimes do marre and make all. And 
theſe things ſpoken of me generally and byiefely, ik they be 
well knowen, had, and handler, ſhall bzing a man to ſuch ſho- 
ting, as fewe oꝛ none euer pet came vnto, but ſurely tfhe mille 
in any one of them, he tan neuer hit the marke, and in the moꝛe 
he doth mille, the farther he ſhotech from his marke. But as 
in all other matters, the firſt ſteppe oꝛ ſlayze to be good, is to 
knowe a mans faulte, and then to amende it, and he that r 
not knowe his faulte, ſhall neuer amend it, Þ H I, You ſpes 
now Toxophile, euen as I would haue pou to ake: B 
let vs returne againe vnto our matter, and thoſe things w 
you haue packed vp in ſo ſhoꝛt a roume, we will louſe them 
fozth, and take euery piece as it were in our hande, and loke 
moze narrowly vpon it. T OX. Jam content, but we 
rydde them as faft as we can, becauſe the Sunne goeth ſo fa! 
downe, and yet ſomewhat muſt needes be ſayd ofenery ont 
them. PH I. Well ſapd, and J trowe we begganne with thoſe 
things which be inſtruments, whereofthe firſt, as J ſuppoſe, 
was the Bꝛacer. 8 
Buter. T OX, Little is to be ſayd of the Prater. A Bꝛorkr fer 
ueth foz two cauſes, one, to ſaue his ume fromthe rye 
the ſtring, and his doublet from wearing, and che other is, tha 
| the firing giyding ſharply & quickly offthe hacer, may 
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the harper Pear Fe ihe ring hou ligh ion the bare 
reve, the ſtrength of the boote ſhould ſtoppe and dye there, 
But it is beft-by my judgement, to geue the bowe lo muche 
bent, that the ſtring neede neuer touch a mans arme, and ſo 
a man neede no Bꝛacer, as I knowe many good Ar- 
chers, which occupye none, Jn a Bzacer a man muſt take heed 
of tinee things, that it haue no nayles in it, that it haue no 
buckles, that it be faſt on with laces without agglets, Foz the 
naples will ſheere in ſunder a mans ſtring, befoze he be ware, 
Gr ay Een 
art race a e ſight, and 
perillaus fo freatmg. And thus a Bzacer, is onely had foz this 
purpoſe, that the firing may haue readppaſſage; P H I. Jn 
my Bꝛater J am cunning enough, but what ſape you of the 
ſhooting gloue, | 


T OX. A ſhooting Gloue, is chiefely fo2 to ſane a mans 
agers from hurting, that he max be able tobeare the ſharpe 
ring to the vteermott of his trength, And when a man ſhoo- 
the might al his oote lyeth on the fozmoſt finger, and 
on the Ringman, foz the middle finger which is the longeſt, 
like aluvber ſtarteth-backe, and beareth no waight ofthe ſtring 
5 maner at all, therefoze the two other fingers, muſt haue 
—————ů—ů —-— 
man lowſe and ling, k Unger is 
molt apt, becauſe it holveth beſt, and fo2 that purpoſe nature 
hath as a man would ſay, yocked it with the thoumbe. 
. Leather, if it be next a mans ſkinne, will ſweate,ware hard 
and chafe, tzerefoze ſcarlet fox the ſoftnes ofit and thickneſſe 
wich all, is good to ſewe within a mans clone, Ik that wyll 
not ſerye, but yet your fingerhurteth, you muſt take a ſearing 
cloth made of fine Mir gin ware, and Deres fewer; and vut 
next your finger, and ſo on with your gloue. Tf yet pou: feel? 
pour finger pinched, le aue ſhoting, both becauſe then von Hall 
ſhoote naught, and againe by litlerandlitle, farting von be 
ety ee wall make it lang, and long to ert you ſbgott ægarne 
luckes many Moores, becauſe the fir. 197) 
nut ſreely oll, and thereſoze the ſingers muſt u. cuil on 
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trimmed with ſome ointment, that the ftring may glyde well 
away, Some with holding in the nocke of their ſhalte harde, 
rubbe the ſkinne off their fingers, Fox this there be two reme⸗ 
dyes, one, to haue a gooſe quill ſpinetted and ſewed againſt the 
nocktag, betwixt the lyning and the leather, which Mall helpe 
the ſhoote much to: the other wap, is to haut ſome roule of 
leather ſewed betwixt his fingers, at the ſetttug on of the ſing⸗ 
gers, which ſhall keepe his fingers ſo in ſunder, that they hall 
not holde the nocke ſo faſt as they did. The ſhosting gloue 
bath a purſe, which ſhall ſerue to put fine linen clothe and wart 
in, two neceſlarpe things foz a ſhooter. Some mca vle gloues 
92 other ſuch like thing on their bowe hand foz chafing, becauſe 
they hould ſo hard, But that commeth commonly, when a 
bowe is not round, but ſomewhat ſquare : fine ware ſhall doo 
very well in ſuch a caſe to lay where aman holvechhis bowe : 
and thus much as concerning your gloue. 
arp chele thingsalthough thep be rifles, yet becauſe you 
be but a youg ſhooter, J would notleaue them out, P H I, Ans 
ſo you ſhall da me mof* pleaſure: The ſtring Jtrowe be the 
String. next. T OX, Che next in derde. A thing, though it be little, 
pet not a litle to be regarded. But heerein you muſt be cons 
tent to put your truſt in honeſt ſtringers, And ſurely ſtringers 
ought maze diligently ts be looked vpon by the officers ,- chan 
eyther bowper, q fletcher, becaule they may vecepue a ſimple 
man the moze eaſelyer, An ill fring'bzeaketh' many a good 
bowe, no2 no other thing halle ſo many. In warre, —— 
heake, the man is loſt, and is no man, fo2 his weapon is genes 
and although he haue two ſtrings put one at once, pet he 
haue ſmall leyſure and leffe roume to bende his bowe, there · 
foze God ſende vs good ftringers both fox warre and peace; 
Now what a ſtring ought to be made on, whether of good 
bempe as they do nowe a dayes,02 of flaxe, oz of ſiſke, I leaue 
that to the judgement of ftringers, of whome, we nuff buy 


% them on, Euliarhius vyon this'verſe of Howie,” 
"1s, qt 0 
lliad. 4. eng quoth che bowe.and twang quorh the laing. out quicklietha hat he. 
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bullox thermes, which they twyned together as they do ropes, 


and therefoze they made a grrat twang, Bowe ſtrings alſo 
hath bene made ol the heare of an hozſe tayle called to2 the 


matter of them Hippias, as doth appearc in many good Au- p4,orings 


thoꝛs ofthe Greeke tongue. Great firings, and little ſtrings 
be fo2 diuers purpoſes : the great ſtring is moꝛe ſurer fo2 the 
bowe, mote ſtable to pricke withall, but ſlower fo2 the caſte, 
The litle ſtring is cleane contrarye,not ſo ſure,therefoze to be 
taken heede of, leaſt with long tarping on, it breake your bowe, 
moe fitte to ſhoote farre, than apte to pꝛicke neere, therefoze 
when you knowe the nature of both bigge and litt e, you muſt 
fitte your bowe, actoꝛding ta the occaſion of your ſhooting, In 
lringing of your bowe (though this place belong rather to the 
handling, than to che thing it ſelfe, yet becauſe the thing, and 
the handling ok the thing, be ſo ioyned together, I mult needes 
ſometime couple the one with the other,) you muſt marke the 
fitte length of your bawe. Fox it the ſtring be too ſhoꝛte, the 
bending will geue, and at the laſt fipp, and fo put the bowe in 
ieoper dye. It it be long, the bending muſt ncedes be in the 
ſmall of the ſtring, which being ſoꝛe twyned, muſt nee des knay 
in ſunder, ta the deſtruction of many good bowes. Mozeoner, 
you mult looke that pour bowe be well nocked, foz feare the 
ſharpenes of the hozne there aſunder the firing, And that 
thaunceth oft when in bending, the firing hathbut one wap to 
Arengch it withall. You muſt marke alſo to ſet pour ſtring 
ſtreight on, o2 elſe the one ende ſhall wꝛieth contr arye to the o⸗ 
ther, and ſo bzeake your bawe. Then the firing beginneth ne⸗ 
uer ſo litle to weare, truſt it not, but away with it, foz it is an 
yll ſaued halcpeny, that coſtes a man a crowne. Thus you fee 
how many itoper dyes hangeth ouer the ſely pooꝛe bowe, by 
reaſon only of the ſtring. As when the ſtring is ſhoꝛt, when it 
ts lang, when eyther of the nockes be naught, when it hath but 
one wap, and when it taryeth onerlongon, P-H I. J ſee well 
it is no marueile, though ſo many bowes he broken. T OX. 
Bowes be bꝛoken twyſe as many waves be ſode theſe. But as 
gaine in ſtringing your bowe, vou nriſt loke foz much bende oz 
little bende, fo they be cleane contrarpe. * 
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The little bende hath but one tommoditye, which is in ſho⸗ 
; ting faſter, and farther ſhote, and the cauſe thereof is, becauſe 
the ſtring hath ſo karre a paſſage, ere it part with the ſhafte, 
The great bende hath many commonittes : fo2 it makerh 
eaſper ſhoting the bowe being halle dꝛawen afoze, It needeth 
no Bꝛacer, foꝛ the ſtring ſtoppech befoze it come at the arme. 
It wil not lo ſont hit a mans ſleeue m other geare, by the ſame 
reaſon: It hurteth not the ſhakt fether, as the lowe bend doth. 
Jt ſuſfereth a man better to eſpie his marke. Ther loꝛe let your 
vbowe haue good bigge bende, a ſhaftment and two fingers at 
the le aſt, foꝛ theſe which J haue ſpoken of, P H I, The bꝛacer, 
gloue, and ſtring, be done, now you muſt come to che bowe, the 
chiefe inſtrument of all. T O X. Dyuers countryes and times 
haue vſed alwayes diuers bowes, and of diuers faſhions, 
{one bowes are vſed in ſome places nowe, and were vſed 
allo in Homerus dayes, foꝛ Pandarus bowe, the beſt ſhoter a⸗ 
Hiad mong all the Troyans,was made of two Goate hoznes ioyned 
* together, the length whereof ſayth Homer, was xvi. hand. 
bꝛedes, not farre differing from the length ol our bowes. 
P ela Scripture maketh mention of bzalle bowes. Iron bowes, 
*I7+ and ſtele bowes, haue bene of long time, and alſo now are vſtd 
among the Tur kes, but yet they muſt needes be vnpꝛolitable. 
Fo if b)zaſle, y2on oꝛ ſtele haue their owne ſtength and piche 
in them, they be farre aboue mans ſtrengch: if they be made 
metete fo2 mans ſtrength, they? pithe is nothing woꝛth to ſhote 
any ſhote withall . The Ethiopians had bowes of Palme 
p tree, which ſeemed to be very ſtrong, but we haue none expe- 
he: rience of them, The length of them was foure cubites, The 
men of Iade had they bowes made of a rede, which was of a 
ceate ſtrength, And no marueile though bowe and ſhaltes 
1 Tha; Were made thereof, fo2 the redes be fo great in Inde, as He- 
" 0 344. rodotus ſapth, that ol euery iopnt ofa rede, a man may make 
| a fiſhers bote. Theſe bowes, ſayth Arrianus in Alexanders 
Arran. 8. life, gaue ſo great a ſtroke, that no harneſſe oꝛ buckler though 
it were neuer ſo ſtrong, coulde withſtande it. The iength of 
ſuch a bowe, was euen with the length ol him, that vſed it. 
The Lycians vſed bowes made of a tree, called in _ 
n 


Bowe. 
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Corna (as concerning the name of it in Engliſhe, I can ſdner 1 Pol * 
p2ou? that other men call it falſe, than J can tel the right * 9 1: 
name of it mp ſelle) this wodde is as hard as hozne, and very | 
fltte for ſhaftes, as all be toulde after. | [þ 
' Ouid.theweth, that Syringa the Nymphe, and one of the Mitamor. | f 
maydens. of Diana, had abowe of this wovde, whereby the | 
Pete meaneth, that it was very excellent to male bowes of, | 
As foz Bꝛaſell, Elme, Mitch, and Aſhe, experience doth pzoue 
chem to be but meane kan bowes and ſo to conclude, Ewe of 0 
all other things, is that, whercotperfite ſhoting would haue a i 
bow? made. This wodde as it is now generall and common. | 1 


amonges Engliſhmen, ſo hath it continued from long time, 
and had in moſt pꝛice foz bowes amonges the Romaines, as: 
doth appeare in this halte Uerſe of Virgill. 


Taxi torquentur in arcur. Virgiliusg, 
1. | 
Ee fit fora bowe to be made on. 


Now as Flap, a bowe of Ewe muſt be made foz perfecte If 
choting at the pꝛickes, which marke, becauſe it is.certaine, | 
and mok certaine rules map be geuen of it, (Hall ſerue fo2 our "1 
co nmunication, at this time. A good bowe is knowen, much⸗ | U 
what as good counſaple is knowen, by the ende and pꝛoole of 1 
it, yet both a bowe and good caunlaile, may be made both bet: 
ter and worſe, by well oz ill handling ol them as oftentimes 
chaunceth, And as a man both mult. and will take counſell; ot 
a wyſe and honeſt man, though he ſee not the end ok it: ſd muſt 
a ſhoter ofnecefſitye, truſt un honeſt and good bowper kor a 
dowe, aloe he knowe the pꝛole ol it. And as a wyſe man will 
cake plentye ol counſayle afoze hand whatſoever neede, ſa a 
thoter ſhould haue alwaves tinee oz foure baweg in ſtoze, 
whatſocuer chaunce. PHI. But it᷑ I truſt bowyers-alwapes.,, 
ſometime Nam like to be deteyued. IOX. Therefoꝛe hall 
Ttell vou ſome takens in a bone, that yau hall be che a⸗ 
mer derexued. I you came iata a ſhove, and flap * 
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that is ſmall, long, heanye and ſtrong, lying ſtreighte, not 
winding, not marred with knotte ganle, winde ſhake, wem⸗ 
freat o pinche, buy that bowe of my warrant, Che beſt co- 
lour of a bowe that J finde, is when the backe and the belly in 
wozking, be much what after one maner, fo2 ſuchoften times 
in wearing, do pzone like virgin ware o2 golde , hating a fine 
long graine, euen from the one ende ofthe bowe, to the other : 
the ſhoꝛt graine, although ſuch pꝛoue well ſometime, are foz 
the mot part very byittle, Of the making of the bowe, J will 
not greatly meddle, leaſt J ſhould ſeeme to enter into an other 
mans occupation, which J cannot ſkill of, Pet J would deſire 
all Boyers to ſeaſon they? ſtaues well, to wozke ih m and 
ſynke them well, to geue them heetes conuenient, and tylle- 
rings plentye. Fo thereby they ſhould both gette themſelues 
a good name, (and a good name encrealeth a mans pꝛolite 
muche) and alſo do great commodity to the whole Realme, 
Jt any man do offende in this pointe, J am afrayde they be 
thoſe iourneye men which laboure moꝛe ſpedely to make many 
bowes foꝛ their money ſake, than they wozke diligẽtly to wake 
good bowes, fo2 the common wealth ſake, not laping befoze 
their eyes, this wile pꝛouerbe. | 


Doone enough, if well cnough, 


Mherewith euery honeſt handy craftes man ſhould meaſtitre, 
as it were with a rule, his wozke withall, Pe that is a tourney 
man, and rydeth vpon an other mans hoſe, if he ryde an ho⸗ 
neſt pace, no man will diſalowe him: But if he make poſte 
haſte, both he that oweth the hozſe, and he pcradueuture alſo 
that afterward ſhall buy the hoꝛſe, map chaunce to curſe him, 
Such haſtineſle J am afrayde, may alſo be found amonges 
ſome of them, which thzouch out the Realme-in diuers pla- 
ces woꝛke the Kyngs Artillerie fo2 warre , thinking if they 
get a bow oꝛ a ſheafe of arrowes to ſome faſhion,they be good 
enough fo2 bearing gere. And thus that weapon which is the 
chiefe defence of the Realme, very oft doch little ſeruice to him 
that ſhould vſe it, becauſe it is ſo negligently wonght ofhim 
tha; ſhould make it, when truly J ſuppole that _ the 

we 


PAE 


; . » — % » 
% 4 A * e 


The ſchoole of Shooting. 


bowe can be too good and chiefe woode, noꝛ pet too well ſeaſo⸗ 
ned 92 truly mave, with hetings and tiller ings, neither that 
{haſt tos good woode oꝛ too thozowlpy wꝛought, with the befte 
pinion fethers that can be gotten,wherewith a man ſhall ſerue 
bis P2ince, defende his countrye, and ſaue himſelfe from his 
enempe. And J truſt no man will be angry with me foꝛ ſpea« 
king thus, but thoſe which finde themſclues touched therem 2 
which ought rather to be angrye with themſclues foz doing 
ſo, than to be miſcontent with me fo2 ſaying ſo, And in ro caſe ' 
they ought to be diſpleaſed with me, ſeeing this is ſpoken alſo 
alter that ſozt, not fo! the noting of any perſon ſeuerally, but 
fo2 the amending ofcuery one generally. But turne we againe 
toknowe a good ſhooting bowe fo2 our purpoſe, 

Euery bome is made eyther of a boughe, of a plante, o2 of 
the boole of the tree, The boughe commonly is very knottye, 
and full of pinnes, weake, of ſmall pithe, and ſoont will folowe 
the ſtring, and ſeldome wearith to any fap2e colonre , pet fox 
chiltzen and pong beginners it may ſerue well enough. The 
plant pzoueth many tymes well, if it be of a good and cleane 
groweth, and fon the pith of it is quicke enough of caſt, it wyll 
plye and bowe farre befoze it Reake, as all other pong things 
doo, The boole ot the tree is cleaneſt without knot oz pin, ha: 
uing a faft and hard woode by reaſon of his full groweth, 
ftrong and mightye of caſte, and beft fo2 a bowe, if the ſtaues 
be cuen clouey, and be afterward mought, not ouerthwart the 
woode, but as the graine and ſtreight growing of the woode 
leadeth a man, o2 elſe by all reaſon it muſt ſoone b2eake, and 
that in many ſhiuers. This muſt be conſidered in the rough 
woode, and when the bowſtaues be ouerw2ought and faſhio · 
ned. o in d2efſing and pyking it vp fox a bowe, it is too late 
to loke foz it. 

But pet in theſe pointes, as I ſayd befoze, you muſt truſt 
en honeſt bowyer , to put a good bowe in your hande, ſome⸗ 
what laking your ſelfe to thole tokens I ſhewed pou. And you 
mult not ſticke fo2 a grste o ri, pence moze than another man 
would geue if it be a good bowe. Fo2 a good bowe twiſe papde 
tod, is better than an ill bowe once tacken. 

F.. Thus 
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Thus a ſhooter mulk begin not at the making of his bowe 
like a bowyer, but at the bying ok his bows like an Archer, 
And when his bow? is bought and brought home, afore he truſt 
much vpon it, let him trye and trimme it after this ſoꝛte. 

Take your bowe into the ſtelde, hoote in him, ſinke him with 
dead heauye ſhaftes, locke where he commety moſt, pꝛouide 
fo) that place betimes, leaſt it pinche and ſo lreate: when you 
haue thus ſhotte in him, and perceyued good ſhooting woade 
in him, vou muſt haue him agame to a good cunning, and 
truſty wykeman, which hail cutte him ſhoꝛter, and pike him 
and dꝛeſſe him fitter, make him come rounde compaſſe euerye 
where, and whipping at the endes, but with diſcretion, lcaſt 
he whippe in ſunder, oꝛ elſe freete, ſoner then he is ware ot: 
He nut alſo lay him ſtreight, if he be calf 62 otherwiſe neeve 
requyꝛe, and if he be flatte made, gather him rounde, and ſo 
ſhall he both ſhoote the kalter, koz karre ſhooting, and "alſo be 
ſurer foꝛ neare pꝛicking. 

P H I. Hat tf come into a ſhoppe, and ſpye out a bowe, 
which ſhall boch then pleaſe me very well when J bye him, 
and be alſo very fit and meete foꝛ me when I ſhoote in him: fa 
that he be both weake enough fo2 eaſy ſhooting, allo quick end 
ſpeedy enough foꝛ karre caſting, then J would thincke J Hall 
neede no moe buſtnes with him, but be content with hin, and 
vſe him wel enough, and lo by that meanes, auoyde boch oveat 

trouble, and alſo ſome co which vou cunning archers very 
often put your ſelues vato, being very Englichmen, neuer 
ceaſing piddling about their bowe and ſhaltes, when they be 
well, but eicher with ſhoꝛ ting and pyking your bowes, .c2 elſe 
with newe feathering, peecing, and heading pour ſhaftes, can 
neuer haue done, vntill they be ſtarke naught. 

T OX, Mell Philologe, ſurely it J haue any judgemene 
at all in ſhooting, it is no very great gaod token in a bowe, 
whereofnothing when it is new and freſh, neede be cut away, 
even as Cicero ſapeth of a pong mans witte and ſtyle, which 
voa know? better than J. Fo euery neme thing mult alwayed 
haue moꝛe than it needeth, o2 elſe it will not ware better end 1 
better, but euer decaye, and be wa: ſe and wazle, New ale, iT 
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it runne not ouer the barrell when it is new tunned, will ſone 
leaſe his piche and his head,aſoze he be long dꝛawen on. | 
- Andlikewile as that colte which at the firſt taking vp, nee- 
deth little bzeaking and handling, but is fiftte and gentle e⸗ 
nough (02 the ſaddle, ſeldome o2 neuer pꝛoueth well: Euen lo 
that how when at the firſt bying, without any moze pꝛoote 
and winning, is fitte and eaſye to ſhooce in, (hall neither be 
voitable to laſt long, no? pet pleaſant to ſhoote well, And 
thercivie as a yong hoſe full of courage, with handling and 
bzeaking, is bought vnto a ſure pace and going, la ſhall a 
newe bowe kreſhe and quicke of caſte, by ſinking and cutting, 
be bzoucht to a ſtedfaſt ſhooting, And an eaſye and gentle 
bowe when it is newe, is not much vnlike a ſoft ſpirited boye 
when he is pong. But yet as of an vuruly boye with right 
handeling, pꝛoueth ofteneſt of all a well oꝛdered man: ſoof an 
vnſit and ſtaffiſh bowe with good trimming, mull neeves fol: 
low alwayes a ſtedfaſt ſhoting bowe, 

And ſuch a perfite bowe which neuer will deceine a man, 
except a man decepue it, muſt be had fo2 that perfect ende, 
which you loke foꝛ in ſhoting, P H I. Tell Toxophile, J (ee 
well pou be cunninger in this gere than J: but put caſe that J 
baue thee oꝝ foure ſuch good bowes,ppked and dꝛeſſed as you 
now ſpeake of, yet J do remember that many learned men da 
ſay, that it is cer to get a good thing, than to ſaue and keepe 
a good thing, N heretoꝛe it᷑ thou can teache me as concerning 
that point, vou haue ſatiſtyed me plentifully, as concerning a 
bowe. TO X. Truly it was the next thing that J woulde 
haue come vnto, fo? ſo the matter laye. 

Chen you haue bzought pour bowe to ſuch apointe, as J 
ſpake of, then you muſt haue a harden © wullen cloth wazxev, 
wherewith euery day you muſt rubhe and chafe your bowe, 
till it ſhyne and glitter withall. Thich thing, Hall cauſe it 
both to be cleane, wellfaucured, goodliy of co our, and ſhall 
alſo ming as it were a cruſt, ouer it, that is to ſave, ſhall 
make it eucry? where on the out ſyde, ſo llipperye and harde, 
that neyther any weete oꝛ weather can enter to hurt it, no2 
pet ane freate oꝛ pinche, be able to byte vpon it: but that you 
| | F. i. ſhall 
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tall vo it great w2ong befoze pou breake it. This muſt be 
done oftentim?s, but ſpecially when you come from ſhooting, 
B2 ware alſo when you ſhoote, of pour ſhafte heades, dag. 
ger, kuyues o2 agglettes, leaſt they race pour bowe, a thing 
as J ſayd before, both vn'einzly to looke an, and alſo 
k ro is fo2 freates, Take heede allo of miſtye and vankiſh dayes, 
which all hurt a bow? , maze than any rayne. F then you 
mult epther alway ruvve it, oꝛ elſe leave ſhooting, 

Bot:aſe, Your bowecale (this J did'nat pꝛomiſe to lpeake of, be⸗ 
cauſe it is without Þ nature of ſhooting, o2 elſe I ſhould trouble 
me with other things infinite moꝛe: yet ſeeing it is a ſauegary 

' | fo! the bowe, ſome thing J will ſay of it) your bowecaſe J ſay, 
". if you ryde foo2th, muſt neycher be too wyde fon your bowes, 
"1 | fo2 ſo ſhall one clappe vppon an other, and hurt them, nor yet 
| ſo ſtrayte that ſcarce they can be tnuſt in, fo2 that would laye 
them on ſyde and wynde them. A boweraſe of leather is not 
q —_—— RS Ye tn ns 

7 1 erp much. | 
if Therefoze J haue ſeene good fſhaoters which would haue 
118 fo: euery bowe,a ſeueal caſe made af wullen clothe, # then vou 
114 may put thꝛee 02 fonre of them ſo caſed, into a leather caſe if 
| pon wil, This wullen caſe ſhall both keepe them in ſunder, 
and alſo will keepe a bowe in his full ſtrength , that it neuer 

gene fo2 any weather, 

At home theſe woode caſes be very good lo bowes to ſtand 
in, But take heede that your bowe ſtand not too neere aftone 
wall, to; that will make him moyſt and weake,noz pet tooneere 
any fyer, fo: that will make him choꝛte and bricele. And thus 
much as concerning the ſauing and keeping ol our bowe : now 
pou ſhall heare what things ye mult auoyde, fo2 feare of bea 

king pour bowe. 

A thooter chauaceth to beake his bowe commonly foure 
wayes, by the ſkring, by the ſhaft, by 2awing too farre, and 
by freates : By the ſtring as J layd afoze, when the fring is 
either too ſhozt, too long, not ſurely put on, with one wappe, oz 
put croked on, 02 ſhozne in ſunder with an euill nocke, o2 ſuffes 
red ta tary ouer long on, 
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When the ſtring faples, the bowe muſt neeves breake, and 
ſpecially in the middes : becauſe both the endes haue nothing 


ſhafte a bowe is bꝛoken either when it is too ſhoꝛt, and ſo you 
ſet it in your bowe, 2 when the nocke bzeakes fo2 lytleneſſe, oʒ 
when the ſtring ſlippes without the nocke fo2 wpdeneſle, then 


vou pull it ta your eaxe andlettes it goe, whiche muſt needes 

bꝛeake the ſhaft at the leaſt, and put firing and bowe and all in 
ieoper dye, becauſe the ſtrength of the bowe hath nothing in it 
to ſtoppe the violence of it. 

This kinde of bzeaking is moſt perillous fo2 the ſtanders 

by, foz in ſuch a caſe you ſhall ſee ſometime the ende of a bowe 
flye a whole ſcoze from a man, and that moſt commonly, as J 
haue marked oft the vpper ende of the bowe, The bowe is 
dz}awae too farre two wayes, Eyther when pou take alonger 
ſhaft then your owne,0 clſe when you ſhift your hand too lowe 
62 too hye fo2 ſhooting farre. This way pulleth the backe in 
ſunder, and then the bowe fleech in many peeces, 
So when you ſee a bowe bzoken,hauing the belly riſen vppe 
both wayes oz tone, the ſtring bzake it. Then it is bzoken in 
two peces in a maner euen off, and ſpecially in the vpper ende, 
- . Whenthe backe is pulled aſunder in many peeces,toofarre 
d}awing, bake it. 

Thele tokens cpther alwayes be true, 02 elſe very ſeldome 


mille , The fourth thing that bzeaketh a bowe is freates, Freates, 


which make a bowe redye and apt to bzeake by any of the thee 
wayes afoꝛeſayde. Freates be in a ſhaft as well as ina bowe, 
and they be much like a Canker, creeping and encreaſing in 
thoſe places in a bowe, whiche be weaker then other, And foz 
this purpoſe muſt your bowe be well trimmed and pyked of 
a cunning man, that it may come rounde in compaſſe euerye 
where. F freates you muſt beware, if your bowe haue a 
knot in the backe, „*** next it, be not alo- 
e ig. wed 
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web {cong enough to beare with the knot, oz elſe the ſtrong 
knot ſhall freate the weake places next it. Freates be firſt litle 
pinchele, the which when you perceaue, pike theplaces about 


the pinches, to make them dome what weaker, and as wel cam⸗ 
ming as where it pinched, and lo the pinches ſhall dye, and ne⸗ 
uer encreaſe farther into freates, 1 

Freates begin many times in a pinne, foz there the good 
woode is corrupted, that it muſt needes be wiake, and becauſe 
it is weake, theretoze it freates, Good bowpers therefoze doe 
rayſe euer pyn, and alowe it moe waodefop feare of freating. 

Againe, bowes moſt commonly freate vader the hande, not 
ſs much az ſome men ſuppoſe for the moiltnelle of the hande, 
as fo? the heate ofthe hande. The nature of the heate layth 
Ariſtotle is toloaſe, and nat to knitte faſt, and the maze lows 
ſer, the mne w2aker,the weaker, the redier to freate, 

A bo've is not well made, which hath not woode plentye in 
the hande. Fo: ik the endes of the bowe be ſtaffiſhe, oz a mans 
hand any thing hoate, the belly mult needes ſoone freate, Re- 
medye foꝛ freates to any purpoſe, I neuer heard tell of anye, 
but only to make the kreated place as ſtrong o2 ſtronger then 
any other. Ta fill vp the kreate with litle ſheuers of a quill and 
glew2 (as ſome ſaye will do well) by reaſon muſt be ſtarke 
naught. Fo?, put caſe the freate did ceaſe then, pet the cauſe 
which made it freate afoze(and that is weakeneſſe of the place) 
becaule it is not takẽ away, muſt nedes make it freate againe, 
Az fo? cutting out of freates with all maner of peecing of 
bowes, I will cleane exclude from perfite ſhooting. Fc; pee: 
ced bow2s be much like ould hoſen, which be moze chargeable 
to repapꝛe, then commodious to dwell in. And againe, ta 
ſwadle a bowe much about with bandes, verye ſeldome doth 

any good, except it be to keepe downe a ſpell in the backe, o⸗ 
therwiſe bandes either neede not when the bowe is any thing 
woꝛthe, o2 elſe boote not when it is marde and palt beſt. And 
althouxh J knowe meane and pooze ſhooters, will vſe peeccy 
and banded bowes ſometime, becaule they are not able to get 
better when they would, yet J am ſure if they conſider it well, 
they ſhall linde it, botyleſſe charge, and maze —— 
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ſtowe at any time a couple of ſhyllings of anewe bawe, than to 


beſtowe ten pence ot peecing an olde bowe. Foz better is coſt 


vpon ſomewhat wozth, than ſpence vpon nothing wozth, And 
this J — alſo, becauſe pou would haue mereferre all to 
Moꝛeouer, there is another thing, which will ſoone canſe a 
botve to be bzoken by one of the thee wapes which be firſte 
ſpokenof, and that is ſhooting in Tinter, when there is anye 


Folio. 44. | 


frolfe. Froſt is whereſoeuer is any wateriſh humour, as is in 


woodes, eyther moze 02 leſſe, and you knowe that all things 


froſen and Jſie, will rather bzeake than bende. Pet if a man 


mult needes ſhoote at any ſuch time, let him take his bowe, 
and being it to the fier, and there by little and little rubbe and 
chafe it with a waxed clothe, which ſhall being it to that poynt, 
that he may ſhoote ſafely enough in it. This rubbing with 
ware, as I ſapde befoze, is a great ſuccour againſt all wet and 


moy . 

In the fieldes alſo in going betwirt the pꝛickes eyther with 
your hand, 02 elſe with a cloth you muſt keepe your bowe in 
ſuch a temper, And thus much as concerning your bowe,how 
ſirſt to knome what woode is beſt fo2 a bowe, then to choſe a 
bowe, after to trimme a bowe, againe to keepe it in goodneſſe, 
laſt of all, how to ſaue it from all harme and eiulnt ſle. 

And althaugh many men can ſay moꝛe of a bowe, vet J truſt 
theſe things be true, and almoſt ſufficient fo2 the knowledge of 
aperfect bowe, PH I. Surely J belecue ſo, and pet J could 
haue heard you talke longer on it: although J cannot ſee, what 
may be ſayd moze of it, Therefoze except you will pauſe a 
while, vou may gs fozward to a ſhaft, - * 


T OX, TUnNat ſhaftes were madeof,inould time, authozs &hafteg, 


do not ſo manifeſtly ſhewe,as of bowes. Herodotus doth tel, 
that in the floude of Nilus, there was a beaſte, called a water 


hoꝛſe, of whoſe ſkinne after it was eyed, the Egiptians made 


Herods, 


Eutep. 


ſhaktes and dar tes on. The tree called Cornus was ſocom- See. 


mon to make ſhafres of, that in good authoꝛs ok the Lattine 
tongue. Cornus is taken for a ſhaſte, as in Seneca and that 


place ok Virgill ; Ny 
f F. lat. Vola: 


Hipp. 
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Eid. Yet of all things that euer Amarked of olve authozs, eps 
ther Gre ke oz Lattine, fo2 ſhaftes to be made of, there is no⸗ 

Is Poly thing ſo common as reedes. Herodotus in deſcribing the 
* mightye hoaſt of Xerxes, doth tell, that tier great countryes 

vſed ſhaftes made of a rede, the Ethiopians, the Lycians, 

(whole ſhaftes lacked fethers, whereat J marueile moſt of all) 

Ae . d the men of Inde. The ſhafts of Inde were very long, a 
*** parde and an halte, as Arrianus doth ſap, 02 at the leaſt a 

Q. u yard, as Q. Curtius doth ſay, and therefoze they gaue the 
greater ſtrype, but vet becauſe they were ſo long, they were 
the moꝛe vnhanſome, and leſſe p2ofitable to the men ok Inde, as 

Curtius doth tell. In Crete and Italy, they vſed to haue 

theyꝛ ſhafts of reede alſo, The beſt reede fo2 Chaftes grew in 

Flin,s5.35. Inde, and in Rhenus a floud of Italye, But becauſe ſuch 
X ſhaftes be neyther eaſye foꝛ Engliſhmen to get, and if they 
were gotten, ſcarce p2ofitable fo2 them to viſe, J will let them 


4 paſſe, and ſpeake of thoſe ſhaftes which Engliſhmen at thys 
1 day molt commonly do appꝛoue, and allow, A ſhaft hach chzee 
F pꝛincipall partes, the ſtele, the feathers, and the head: where⸗ 
| q of euery one mult be ſeuer ally ſpoken of, | 
C Steles be made of diners woodes: as, 
B2alel!, 
Turkie woode, 


Fuſticke. 
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Theſe woodes, as they be moft commonly vſed, ſo they be 
molt fit to be vſed: pet ſome one fitter then an other fo2 diuers 
means ſhooting, as ſhall be tolde afterward, And in this point 
as in a bow? you muſt truſt an honeſt fletcher, Neuertheleſſe, 
although I cannot teache you to make a bowe oz a ſhaft,which 
belongeth to a bowyer and a fletcher to come to they lyuing, 
pet will  ſhewe you ſome tokens to know a bowe and a ſhaft, 
which pertapneth to an Archer to come to good ſhooting, 

A tele muſt be well ſeaſoned fo2 caſting, and it muſt be 
made as the graine lyeth and as it groweth oz elle it will neuer 
flye cleane, as clothe cut ouerthwart and againſt the wull, can 
neuer hooſe a man cleane, A knotty ſtele may be ſufferes in a 
bigge ſhaft, but fo? a litle ſhaft it is nothing fic, both becauſe it 
will neuer flye karre, and beſives that it is euer in danger of 
leaking, it flyeth not karre, becauſe the ſtrength ofthe ſhoote 
is hindered and ſtopped at the knot, euen as a ſtone caſt into a 
ne even ſtill water, will make the water moue a great 
ace,yet ifthere be any whitling plat in the water,the meuing 
ceaſcth when it commeth at the whirling plat , which is not 
much vnlike a knot in a ſhaft if it be conſidered well, So euerp 
thing as it is plaine and ſtreight ok his owne nature, ſo it is fit: 
teſt fo2 farre mouing. Therefoze a ſtele which is hard to ſtand 
in a bowe without knot, and ſtreight (I meane not artiſtcieſſpe 
freight as the fletcher doth make it, but naturally Urcig hr as 
it groweth in the woode) is beſt ta make a ſhaft of, eyther to 

go cleane, flye farre, 02 ſtand ſurely in any weather, 
Now how bigge, how ſmail, howheauye, how light, bow 
long, how ſhoꝛt, a ſhaft ould be particularly foꝛ every man, 
Cſeeing we mult taulke of the generall nature of ſhooting) can 
not be tould no moꝛe than you Rhetozicians can appoint any 
one kinde of woꝛdes, ol ſentences, of figures (it fo2 euery mat⸗ 
ter, but cuen as the man and the matter requyꝛech, ſo the fit- 
teſt to be vled. Therefoze as concerning thoſe contraryes in 
a haft,cuery man muſt auoyde them, and dꝛame to the meane 
of them, which meane is beſt in all things. Pet if a man hap⸗ 
pen to offend in any of the extremes, it is better to offende in 
want & ſcantneſſe, than in too much and outragious * 
$ 
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Amd it is better to haue a ſhaft a litle too ſhoꝛt, than ouer long, 
ſomewhat too light, than ouer lumpiſh, a litle too ſmall, than a 
great deale too bigge, whiche thing is not only truly ſayde in 
ſhooting, but in all other things that euer man goeth about, as 
in eating, taulking, and all other things like, which matter 
was once excellently diſputed vpon in the Scholes you knowe 
when, 

And to offende, in theſe contraryes commeth much if men 
take not heede, though the kinde of woode, whereok the ſhaft 
is made: Fo2 ſome woode belongs to the exceding part, ſome 
to the ſcant part, ſome to the meane, as Bꝛaſell, Turkie wood, 
Fuſticke, Sugar cheſte, and ſuch like, make dead, heaup, lum⸗ 
piſhe, hobbling ſhaftes, Againe, Pulder, blacke thoꝛne, Ser- 
ues tree, Beche, Elder, Aſpe and Salowe, eyther fo2 they? 
weakenes 02 lightneſſe, make holow, ſtarting, ſtudding, gad⸗ 
ding ſhaftes, But Birche, Hardbeme, ſome Dake, and ſome 
Ache, being both ſtrong enough to ſtand in a bowe , and alſo 
light enough to flye farre, are beſt fo; a meane, which is to be 
ſought out in euery thing. And although J knowe that ſome 
men thoote ſo ſtrong, that the deade woods be light enough 
foꝛ them, and other ſome ſo weake, that the louſe woodes be 
lyk:wyſe fo2 them bigge enough, yet generally foꝛ the moſt 
part of men, the meane is the beſt, And ſo to conclude, that is 
alwayes beſt fo2 a man, which is meteſt foꝛ him. Thus no wood 
ok his owne nature, is eyther too light oꝛ too he aupe, but as the 
ſhooter is himſelfe which doth vle it. Foꝛ that ſhaft which one 
peare fo2 a man is too light and ſcudding, koꝛ the ſelfe ſame the 
next yeare may chaunce to be heauy and hobbling. Thercfoze 
cannot J expꝛeſſe, except generallye, what is beſt woode fo2 a 
ſhaft, but let euery man when he knoweth his owne ſrength, 
and the nature or euery woode, pꝛouide and fit himſelfe there⸗ 
after, Pet as concerning ſheaffe arrowes fo2 warte (as J ſup- 
poſe) it were better to make them of good Aſhe, and not ol 
Aſpe, as they be nowe a dayes. Fo2 of all other woods that 
ener J pꝛoued, Aſche being bigge, is ſwifteſt, and againe,hea- 
nye to geue a great fripe with all, which Afpe ſhall not doe. 
hat heauineſſe voth in a ſtripe euery man by experience can 


tell, 
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tell, therefoze Aſſhe, being both ſwifter and heuper, is moꝛe fit 
fo ſheate Arrowes then Aſpe, and thus muche fo2 the belt 
Againe likewiſe as no one wood can be greatly meete fox 
all kinde of ſhaktes, no mo e can one faſhion of the ſtcele be fit 
fo euery ſhooter, Fo2 thoſe that be litle hꝛeſted and bigge to⸗ 
warde the heade, called by their likeneſſe taperfaſhion, reſhe 
growne, and of ſome mery felowes bobtaples, be fit fo them 
which ſhote vnder hand, becauſe they ſhoate with a ſoftlouſe, 
and ſtreſſes not a ſhaft much in the bꝛeſt where the weight of 
the bowe lyeth, as you may perceiue by the wearing of euerye 
ſhaft. Againe, the bigge bzcſted ſhaft is fitte fo2 him whiche 
thoteth right afoze him, oꝛ elſe the bꝛeſt being weake, ſhould 
neuer withſtande that ſtrong pithye kinde of ſhoting, thus the 
buderhand mult haue a ſmall bꝛeſt to go cleane away out of the 
bowe, the fozehand muſt haue a bigge bꝛeſt to beare the great 
might of the bowe, The ſhaft mult be made rounde, nothing 
flat, without gall oz wemme, fo2 this purpoſe, Fo2 becauſe 
roundn?lle (whether you take example in heauen 02 in carth) 
is fitteſt ſhape and foꝛme both fo2 faſt mouing, and allo loꝛ ſone 
percing ol any thing. And therefoze Ariſtotle ſapth, that na⸗ 
ture hath made the rayne to be rounde, becauſe it ſhoulde the 
aſelyer enter thꝛough the apꝛe. | 
The nocke of the ſhaſt is diuer ſely made, ſoꝛ ſome be great 
and full, ſome hanſame and litle, ſome wyde, fome narrowe, 
ſome deepe, ſome ſhallowe, ſome round, ſome long, ſome with 
one nocke, ſome with double nocke, whereok cuery one hath his 
pꝛopertye. The great and full nocke, may be well kelt, and ma⸗ 


ny izaves they ſaue a ſhaft from bzcaking, The hanſome and 


little nocke wyll goe cleane awaye rom the hande, the wyde 
nocke is naught, both foz bzcaking ofthe ſhalte, and alſo fo2 


ſodaine ſlipping out ok the Urin, when the narrowe nocke 


doth auoyde both thoſe har mes. The deepe and long nocke is 
good in warre foꝛ ſure keeping in ofthe ſtring. The ſhalowe, 


and round. nocke is beſt fo2 our purpoſe in pꝛicking foꝛ cleane 
deliuer ante of a ſhoote, And double nocking is vſed fo2 double 
ſuertye of the ſhafte, And chus karre as concerning a hole 


ſtcle. 


P 


Folio. 46. 


DOOR. a Ac. 


TOX OPHILVS. 2. 


ſtele. Peecing of a ſhaft wich Bꝛaſell and Hollie, o other hea- 
uye w8odes, is ta make the ende compaſle heauye with the 
feathers in flying, koꝛ the ſtedfaſter ſhooting, Fo? if the ende 
were plumpe heaupe with leade, and the wood next it light, che 
head ende would euer be downewar ds, and neuer flye ſtreight. 
Two pointes in peecing be enough, leaſt the moyſtnes of the 
earth enter too much into the peecing, and ſo leuſe the glue. 
Therefoze many pointes be mote pleaſaunt to the eye, thay 
p:ofitable fo the vſe. Some vſe to peete they ſhaktes in the 
nocke with Bꝛaſell oz Hollye, to counter wey, with the heade, - 
and J haue ſecne ſome fo2 the ſame purpoſe, boꝛe an hole a litle 
beneath the nocke, and put leade in it. But yet none of theſe 
wayes be any thing needefull at all, fo2 the nature of a feather 
in flying, ik a man marke it well, is able to beare vp a wonder ⸗ 
full weight: and J thincke ſuch peecing came vp firfk, chus: 
when a good Archer hath bzoken a good ſhaft, in the fethers, 
and for the fantaſie he hath had to it, he is loth toleeſe it, and 
therefoze doth he peece it, And then by and by other either be⸗ 
cauſe it is gaye, oꝛ elſe becauſe they will haue a ſhaft like a 
good Archer, cutteth they? whole ſhaktes, and peeceth them 
againe: A thing by my iudgement, moze coftly than neeve- 
full, And thus haue you heard what woode, what faſhion, what 
nocking, what peecing a tele muſt haue: Now followeth the 
feathering, 

PH l. I would neuer haue thought pou could haue ſayde 
halte ſa much of a ſtele, and J thincke as concerning the little 
feather and the playne heade, there is but little to ſap, 

T OX. Little, ves truly: toꝛ there is no one thing in all ſho« 
ting. lo much to be loked on as the feather, Foz firff, a queſtion 
may be aſked : whether any other thing beſpde a feather, be lit 
fo a ſhaft 02 no * if a feather only be fit, whether a gooſe fea⸗ 
ther only oꝛ no d if a gooſe feather be beſt, then whether there 
be any difference, as concerning the feather of an olde gooſe. 
and a yong gooſe : a gander, 02 a gooſe : a fenny gooſe, oz an 
vy{andiſh gooſe. Againe,which ts beſt feather in any gooſe, the 
right wing, o2 the left wing, the pinion kether, ox any other fea. 
ther:a white, blacke, oꝛ grey kether? Thir dip, in ſetting on your 
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feather whether it is pared oz dzawen with a thicke ribbe, oz a 
thinne rybbe (the rybbe is the hard quill which deuipeth the 
feather) a long feather better o2 a ſhozt,ſet on neere the nocke, 
92 farre from the nocke, ſet on ſtreight, oz ſomewhat bowing * 
and whether one oꝛ two feathers runne on the bowe. Fourth⸗ 
Iye in couling oꝛ ſheer ing, whether high oz lowe, whether ſome. 
what lwyne backed (J muſt vſe ſhooters woꝛds) o2 ſadle bac⸗ 
ked, whether round 82 ſquare Gone : And whether a ſhact at 
any time ought to be plucked, and how to be plucked, 

P H I. Surelp Toxophile, I thincke many fletchers (al- 
thoug'; dayly they haue theſe things in v2e) if they were aſked 
ſodenly, what they could ſay of a feather, they could not ſay ſo 
much. But J pꝛay vou let me heare you mote at large, ex- 
pꝛeſſe thoſe things in afeather, the which you packed vp in ſo 
narrow a roume. And ſirſt, whether any other thing may be 
vſed fo2 a feather o2 not, IOX. That was the firſt point in 
decde,and becauſe there foloweth many after, Jwillhye apace 
oucr them, as one that had many a mple to ryde. 

Shaftes to haue had alwayes feathers, Plinius in Latine, 
and Iulius Pollux in Greke, do plainly ſhewe, yet only the 
Lycians I reade in Herodotus to haue vſed ſhaftes without 
feathers, Onely a feather is fit fo2 a ſhaft fo two cauſes, firſt, 
becauſe it is leath weake to geue place to the bowe, then, bes 
cauſe it is ofthat nature, that it will fart vp after the bowe. 
Do, plate, woode oz hozae can not ſerue, becauſe they will not 
geue place, Againe, clothe, paper oo parchment cannot ſerue, 
becauſe they will not ryſe alter the bowe,thercfoze a feather is 
only meete, becauſe it only will do both, Now to loke on the 
feathers of all maner of byꝛdes, you ſhall lee ſome ſo lowe 
weeke and ſhoꝛt, ſome ſo taurſe, floꝛe and hard, and the ribbe 
ſo bꝛickle, thinne and narrowe, that it can neither be dꝛawen, 
pared, noꝛ pet well ſet on, that except it be a ſuanne for a dead 
thafte (as I knowe ſome good archers haue vied) oꝛ a ducke 
fo a flight which laſtes but one ſhoote, there is no feather but 
only of a gooſe that hath all commodities in it. And truly at a 
ſboꝛt butte, which fome man doth vſe, the Pecucke fecher voth 
ſeldome kepe vp the ſhalt eyther right oz leucll, it is ſo rough 
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am heauye, ſo t at many men which haue taken them vp 2 
gayneſle, hath layd? them downe againe fo2 pꝛolite, thus fog 
our purpoſc, the Goole is beſt feather, fo2 the belt ſhooter, 

PHI. N2,that ts no! ſo, fo2 the beſt ſhooter that euer was, 
bloed other feathers, T OX, Yea, are pou ſo cunning in (oo- 
ting, J pꝛay you who was that. P H I, Hercules, which had 
his ſhaltes feathered with Egles feathers as Heſiodus doth 
ſay, T OX, WIA, as fo Hercules, ſecing neither water no2 
lande, heauen noꝛ hell, could ſcarce content hun to abide in, it 
was no marueile though ſely pooꝛe goole feather coulde not 
pleaſe him to ſhoote withall, and againe as fo2 Egles they flpe 
{o hyr, and build fo karre off, that they be very hard to come by, 
Yet welfare the gentle gooſe which bꝛingeth to a man euen ta 
his doze ſo many crceding commodities, Fo2 the gooſe is 
mms confo2t in warre, and in peace, fleeping, and waking. 
What pꝛayſe ſoeuer is geuen to ſhooting, the gooſe may chal. 
lenge the beff part in it. How well doth ſhe make a man tare 
at his table : How ealely doth ſhe make a man lye in his bed + 
om fitte euen as her fethers be only fo2 ſhooting, ſo be her 
quifles fit only fo2 myting. P H IT. In deede Toxophile that 
is the beſt pꝛayſe you gave to a gooſe pet, and ſurely I would 
haue ſayd you had bene too blame if you had outr ſkipte it. 
T O X. The Romaynes Jtrowe Philologe not ſo much be⸗ 
cauſe a gooſe with crying ſaued they? Capitolium and head 
teure with their golden lupicer as Propertius doth ſap very 
pꝛetely in this Tierle, 

Anſeri & tutum voce fuiſſe Jouem. 


Id eft. 
Threnes on a night had ſtolne Jupiter, had a gooſe not keked, 
Did make a golden gooſe, and ſet her in the toppe of the Ca- 
pitolium, and appointed alſa the Cenſores to alow out of the 
common hutche peartly ſtipendes fo2 the linding of certayne 
Gꝛeſe, the Romaynes bid not J ſap geeue al! this honour to 
a gooſe foꝛ that good veede oniy, vut fo2 other můnit mo which 
come daily to a man by Geeſe, and ſurely if ſhould veclame 
in the pꝛayſe of any maner of beſt lpuing, A would _ 
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ſe, Bat the gooſe hath made vs ſice too farre from our 
matter, Now ſir ye haue heard how a fether mult be had, and 
that a gooſe fether only, It foloweth of a yong gooſe and an 
olde, aud the reſidue belonging to a feather $ which thing J wil 
Go:tly courſe ouer, whereof, when you knowe the propet ties, 
pou may litte pour ſhaltes according to your ſhoating, Which 
rule pou muſt ovſerue in all other things to, becauſe no one 
faſhion 82 quantitie can be fit fo! euery man, no moe then a 
ſhooe oz a cote can be, The olde gooſe feather is Nitfe and 
ſtrong, 090d foꝛ a wynde, and fitteſt fo2 a dead ſhaft; the yeng 
gooſe feather is weake and kyne, belt loꝛ a ſwilte warte, and it 
muſt be couled at the firſt ſheering, ſomewhat hye, foz with 
ſhos ing it will ſattle and faule very much. The lame thing, 
(although not ſo much) is to be conſidered in a gooſe ard a 
Finder. A fenny gooſe, even as her fleſhe is blacker, ſtooꝛer, 

vnhalſd:ner, ſo is her tecg er for the ſame cauſe courſer, leon, 
am rougher, and t:refoze A haue heard very good fietchers 
ſay, that the ſecond f:ther in ſome place is better then the pi⸗ 
nion ia other ſome. Betwixt the wings is litle difference, but 
that you muſt haue diuers ſhaltes of one ſlight, tethered with 
diners wings, la diuers windes: fo2 if the wind and the fether 
go bath one way, the ſhalte will be caryed tes much. Tbe pi⸗ 

nion feathers as it hath the fist mace in the wa "7, 'oit hath tbe 
firſt place in good leathering. You may know it afoxc it be pa⸗ 
red hy a hou abt which is in it, and zg ame when it is colde, by 
the thümelle aboue, md the thick neſſe at the creunde, and alſo 
by the ſtiłacs and kaeſte which will car 55 a Halt better, kaſter, 
and further, euen as a fine ſaxle cloth doth a lyppe. 

The coloure of the leather iz leaſt to be eg be, bet fo! ne⸗ 
what ta be loked on: ſoꝛ a goa white you ha: a2 £ ſometime an 
ul greye. Det ſuecly it ſtandetij wich good realy? 1t9ha aue the 
cock? teather blacke oz grey. as it were to giut a man warning 
to nocke right. The ca ke lether is called that which Landcth 
ahaue mricht n 2. Kin, Wh: ch ik! au dd not a Jer ue, the other 
feth:rs muſt need?s runne on the bow, x ſa Fl \V.2 90 ſhote. 
And thus karre of the gaodneſſe & chayſe of your k an em 
fallow: the letting on. TA herein you mui Keke that you yous 
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fethers be not dꝛe wen fo2 Haſtines, but pared enen and 
with diligence. The fletcher daweth a feather when it — 
but ane ſwaype at it with his knife, and then playneth it a litle, 
with rubbing it ouer his knife, Pe pareth it when he taketh 
tepſure and heede to make every part of the rybbe apt to ſtand 
ſtreight, and euen on vpon the tele, This ching if a man take 
not heede on, he may chaunce haue cauſe to ſay ſo of his flet⸗ 
cher, as in dzeſſing of meate is commonly ſayd of Cockes: 

and that is, that God ſendeth vs good feathers, but the deuill 
naughtie Fletchers, I any fletchers heardme ſay thus, they 
would not be angry with me, except they were ill fletchers: 
and pet by reaſon, thole fletchers too, ought rather to amende 
themſelues fo2 doing ill, then be angry with me fo; ſaying 
truth. The ribbe in a tiffe 'feather may be thinner, fo2 ſo it will 
ſtande cleaner on: but in a weake feather you muſt leaue a 
thicker ribbe, oꝛ elſe if the ribbe which is the foundation and 
grounde, wherein nature hath ſet euery cleft of the feather, be 
taken tos neere the feather, it muſt needes follow, that the fra- 
ther ſhall faule, and d2oupe downe, euen as * doth 
which hath his roote too neere taken on with a The 
length and ſhoꝛtneſſe of che feather, ſerueth le; diuers 2 

as a ling feather fo2 a long heauy,o2 big ſhafte, the ſhozt fether 
fo2 the contrarie, Againe, the ſhozt may ſtand farther, the long 
neerer the nocke. Your feather muſt ſtand almoſt freight on, 
but yet after that ſozt,that it may turne round in flying. 

And heere J conſider the wonder full nature of ſhooting, 

which ſtandeth altogether by that faſhion, which is moft apt 
fo2 quicke mouing, and that is by roundnellt. Fo firſt the bow 
mutt be gathered rounde, in dawing it muſt come rounde 
compafle, the ſtring muff be rounde, the tele round, the beſt 
nocke rounde, the feather ſhoꝛne ſomewhatrounde, the ſhafte 
in flying, mult turne rounde, and if it flye far, it flyeth arounde 
conpaſſe. Foꝛ eyther aboue ozbeneth a round compaſle, hin⸗ 
dercth the flying, Moꝛeouer, boch the fletcher in making pour 
thafte, and you in nocking your ſhafte, muſt takt heede that 
two fethers equally runne on the bow, Fo2 if one fether runne 
alone on the bowe, it ſhall quickely be wozne, and ſh —_ 
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able to match with the other fethers, and againe at the lowſe, 
if the ſhaft be light, it will ſtart, if it be heuye, it will boble. 
And thus as concetning ſetting on of pour fether. Nowe of 


To ſhere a ſhaft high o2 lowe, mut be as the haſt is, hea⸗ | 
/ 


ue 02 light, great on litle, long on ſhoꝛt the ſwpne backed fa- 

ſhion, maketh the ſhaft deader, fo2 it gathereth moze ayze than | 

ſaddle backed, and therefoze the ſaddle backe is ſurer ſoz daun- 1 

ger of weather, and fitter ſoꝛ ſmothe ſiying. Againe to ſhere a 

whaft round, as they were wont ſometime to do, 02 after the [| 

tryangle fafhion, which is much vſed now a dayes, both be 1 
1 
| 


good, Fozroundnefle is apt foꝛ flying of his one nature, any 
all maner of triangle fachion, (the ſharpe point going beloꝛe) * | 
is allo naturally apt foꝛ quicke entring, and therefoze ſayth N 
Cicero, that Cranes taught by nature, obſerue in flying a De nat. i | 
triangle faſhion alwapes, becauſe it is ſo apt to perce and go deer. I 
thozough the ayze withall, Laſt of all, plucking of fethers is 1 
nought,fo2 there is no ſuretye in it, therefore let cutry Archer 1 
haue ſuch ſhaftes, that he may both knowe them and truſt 
them at euery chaunge of weather, Pet if they muſt nedes be 
plucked, plucke chem as litle as can be, foz ſo ſhall they be the 
lefle bnconftant, And thus J haue knit vp in as ſboꝛt a ct ume 12 | 
as J could, the beff ſechers fethering and couling of a ſhafte, T2 || 
P HI. I thincke ſurely you haut ſo taken vp the matter with 1 
pou, that you haue left nothing behinde you. Now you haue 1 
bzought a ſpaft to the head, which if it were on, we had done [| 
as concerning all inftruments belonging to ſhooting, 

T O X, Neceſlitpe the inuenter of all goodneſſe (as aff 
authdꝛs in a maner do ſap) amonges all other things inuen- 
ted a ſhaft head, firſt to ſaue the ende from bzeaking, then it 
made it ſharpe to ſticke better, after it made it offirong mat: 
fer, to laſt better: Laſt of all, experience and wiſedome of men 
bath bought it to ſuch aperfitneſſe, that there is no one thing 
ſo pzofitable, belonging to ar tillarye, either to ſtrike a mans c- 
nempe ſozer in warre, o2 toſbotencrer the marke at home, 
then is a fitte head fo2 both purpoſes, Fo2 if a ſhaft lacke a 


head, it is wozth nothing toznepther uſe, h 
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Theretoꝛe ſeeing heads be lo neceſlarye, they muſt of nereſ⸗ 
fitye be well loked vpon. Heads fo2 warre, ot lang time hath 
bene made, not only of diuers matters, but alſs of diners fa- 
ſhtons, The Troyans had heads of yꝛon, as this Uerſe ſpoken 
of Pandarus, ſheweth : 


Il:ador.4. Upto the pappe his ſtring did he pull, his ſhaft to the hard Ron. 


The Grecians had heads of bzafſe,as Vlyſſes ſhaftes were 


beaded, when he flewe Antinous, and the other wowers of 
Penclope. 1 


Oayſſe. 21. Quite thꝛaugqh a doze, flewe a ſhaft with a bꝛaſſe head. 


It is playne in Homer where Menelaus was wounden of 

Iliados. 4. Pandarus ſhakts, that the heads were not glewed on, but tyed 
on with a ſtring, as the Commentaryes in Gre ke plainly tell, 

And thereloꝛe ſhosters at that time vſed to caty theyꝛ ſhaftes 

without heads, vatill they occupyed them, and then ſet on an 

head, as it appeareth in Homer the xxi. Booke Odyſſei, where 

Penelope bought Vlyſſes bow downe amonges the gentle. 

men which came on wowing to her, that he which was able to 

bende it and dꝛawe it, might enioy her: aud after her folowey 

Oayſſe, u. à mayde ſayth Homer, carying a bagge full of heads, both 

of y2on and bꝛaſſe. 

The men ol Scythia vſed heads of bzafſe, The men ot Inde 

Hero,Clis bſed heads of yꝛon. The Echiopians vſedheads of hard ſharp 
Polym, ſtane, as both Herodotus and Pollux doth tell, The Ger- 
maines, as Cornelius Tacitus doth ſay, had their ſhaftes 

headed with bone, and many countryes both of olde time and 

nowe, vſe heads of home, but of all other,y2on and ſteele muſk 


J. Pol, i. io needes be the fittelk fo: heads, Iulius Pollux calleth others 


wyle than we do, where the fethers be the head, and that which 
we call the head, he calleth the point, m7 
' Faſhion of heads is diuers and that of olve time: two ma⸗ 
ner ofarrowes heades ſayeth Pollux, was vſed in old time. 
The one, he calleth ue, deſcribing it thus, hauing twa 
palaces x hacks, lking e to the fel the few 


NN eee eee. 


thers, which ſurely we call in Eugliſh a bzode arrowe head, 
02 a ſwalow tayle, The other he calleth v hauing two 
pointes firetching foxwarve, and this Engliſhmen do call a 
koꝛke head: both theſe two kindes of heads were vſed in Ho- 
mers dvyes, foz Teucer vſed fozked heads, ſaping thus to 
Agamemnon, 


Eight good ſhafts haue I ſhot ſith J came, ech one ww a fo2k head, lads, 


Pandarus heads and VIlyſſcs heads were rode arrowe 1 
heads, as a man may learne in Homer that would be curious 
in knawing that matter. Hercules vſed fozked heads, but yet Pluter- 
they had thꝛee pointes 02 fozkes , when other mens had but chart «x 
two. The Parthians at that great battaile where they flue Cre. | 
riche Craſſus and his ſonne, vſed bzove Arrowe heads, which | 
ſta cke ſo ſoze, that the Romaynes could not pull them out a. | 
gaine. Commodus the Emperour vſed fozked heads, whoſe 
falhion, Hcrodian dothliuely and naturally deſcribe, ſaying, F/erodi,7; 
that they were like the ſhape of a new Poone, wherewith te 
would ſmite the head of a bird and neuer mille, other faſhion 
ol heads haue not J revde on, Dur Engliſh heads be better in 
warre, then epther foꝛked heads, e2 bꝛode arrow heads, Fo2 
firſt the end being lighter, they flee a great deale the faſter, and [| 
by the ſame reaſsn geueth a farre ſozer ſtripe, Yea and J ſup⸗ = |; 
pole if the ſame litle barbes which they haue, were clene put 
away, they ſhould be farre better, Fo2 this every man doth 
graunt, that a ſhaft as long as it flyeth, turnes, and when it 
leaueth turning, it leaueth going any farther, And every thing | 
that enters by a turning & bozing faſhion,the mote flatter it is, [| 
the woꝛſe it enters, as a knife, though it be ſharpe, pet becauſe [| 
of the edges, will not boze ſo well as a bodkin, foz every rounde 
thing enters beft, and therefoze nature, ſayth Ariſtotle, made 
the raine d20ps round fo2 quicke percing the axe. Thus, ey⸗ 
ther ſhaftes turne not in flying, oꝛ elle our flat arrowe heads 
Cop the ſhaft in entring. P H I, But yet Toxophile to hold 
your communication a litle, J ſuppoſe the flat head is better, 
both becauſe it maketh a greater hole, and alſo becauſe it Nicks 
faſter in. T O X, Thele two * they be both _ ſo 
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they be both nought. Fo2 firſt che lelle hole, if it be deepe, is 
the worſe to heale againe: when a man ſhoteth at his enemy, 
be deſy2eth rather that it ſhould enter farre, then ſticke fait, 
Fo2 what remedy is it A pꝛay you fox him that is ſmitten with 
a deepe waunde to pull out the ſhaft quickely, except it be to 
haſt his death ſpedely ?: thus heads which make a little hole 
and deepe, be better in warre, than thoſe which make a great 
hole and ſtick? faſt in. Iulius Pollux maketl mention of cer: 
taine kindes of heada fo? warre which beare fyꝛe in them, and 
ſcripture alſo ſprakety ſomewhat of the ſame, Herodotus 
doch tell a wonderkull pollicy to be Bone by Xerx-s, what time 
he beſieged the great Tower in Athens: He mwe his Ar: 
chers binde they? ſhaft heads a haut with towe, and th m ſet it 
on kyꝛe and ſhaste them, which thing done by many Archers, 
ſec all the places on kyꝛe, which were of matter ta burne: and 
beſydes that daſed the men within, ſa that they knewe not 
whythec to turne them, But ta make an ende of all heads foꝛ 
warre,J would wyſh that the head makers of England ſhould 
make theie cheate arrow geads maꝛe harder pointed then they 
be: fo2 I m ſelfe haue ſeene ot late ſuch heads ſet vpon ſheafe 
Arrowes, as the officers ik they had ſeene them would not 
haue bene content withall. 
Now as concerning heads fo pꝛicking, which is our pur⸗ 

ole, there be diuers kindes, ſome be blont heads, ſome ſharpe, 

me both blunte and ſharpe. The blunte heads men vſe be⸗ 
cauſe they perceyue them to be good, to keepe a length with- 
all, they kepe a good length, becauſe a man pulleth them no 
further at one time than at another. Fo2 in feeling the plompe 
ende alwayes equally he may lowſe them. Pet in a wynde, and 
againſt the wynde the weather hath ſo much pawer on the 
b1ove ende, that no mm can keepe no ſure length, with ſuch 
ahead. Therefoze a blunt head in a caulme o2 downe a wind is 
very good, otherwiſe none woꝛſe. Sharp heads at p end with: 
out any ſbaulders (I call p the ſhoulder in a head which a mans 
finger ſhal feele alsꝛe it come to the point) wil pe:che quickiye 
though a winde, but pet it hath tu diſcommonitiez, the one, 
that it will keepe no length, it kepeth no length, becauſe no 


The ſchoole of Shooting, 


man can pull it certainly as farre one time as at an other : it is 
not damen certainly fo far one time as at an other, becauſe it 
lacketh ſhouldzing, wherewith as with a ſure token a man 
might be warned when to louſe, and alſo becauſe men are a: 
frapd of the ſharp point foz ſettmg it in the bowe. The ſecond 
incommodity is when it is lighted on the ground, the ſmall 
point ſhall not euery time be in ieoper die of hurting , which 
thing of all other will ſoneſt make the ſhaft leſe the length, 
Now when blont heads be good to kepe a length withall, yet 
nought foz a wynd, ſharp heads good to perche the weather 
withall, yet nought fo a length, certayne head makers dwel- 
ling in London, percepuing the commoditie of both kinde of 
heads ioyned with a diſcommoditpe , inuented new flles and 
other inſtruments wherewith they bzought heads fo2 pꝛicking 
to ſuch aperfitneſſe, that all the commonities of the two other 
heads ſhould be put in one head without anp diſcommodity at 
all. They made a cer tayne kind of heads which men call hye 
rigged, creaſed, oꝛ ſhouldꝛed heads, oꝛ ſiluer ſponc heads, fo2 
a certayne lckeneſſe that ſuch heads haue with the knob ende 
of ſome ſluer ſpones. Thele heads be good both to keepe a 
{length withall, and alſo to perche a wynd withall. To keepe a 
length withall becauſe a man may certainly pull it tothe ſhoul- 
ding euery ſhoote and no farther, to perche a wynd withall 
becauſe the point from the thoulder fozward, bjeaketh the wea⸗ 
ther as all other ſharp things do. So the blont ſhoulder ſer- 
ueth fo2 a ſurelength keping, the point alſo is cuer fit, fo2 a 
rough and great weather per cing. And thus much as ſhoꝛtly 
as J could as concerning heads both fo2 warre and peace, 

p HI. But is there no cunning as concerning ſetting on of 
the head, 

TORX. Uell remembꝛed. But that poynt belongeth to 
fletchers, yet you may deſire him to ſet your head full on, and 
cloſe on. Full on is when the woode is bet hard vp to the ende 
oz ſtopping of the head, cloſe on, is when there is left woode on 
cuery ſide the ſhaft, enough to fill the head withall, 02 when it 
is neyther too litle no2 yet too great. Ik there be any fault in 
any of chele points, the head wy it liahteth on an hard ſtone 
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02 ground will be in ieoperdy, eyther of heaking, 02 elle others 
wiſe hurting. Stopping of heads eyther with leade, 02 any 
thing elle, Mall no: neede now, betauſe euery ſiluer ſpone, 02 | 
Haulded Heavy is ſtop ed of it ſel, Shoꝛt heads be better 
than long :.F 02 firff the long head is woꝛſe tor the maker to 
G12 traight compalſe enery way: againe, it is woꝛſe fo the 
fl:tcher ta ſet ſtraight on: thirdly, it is alwayes in moze ico⸗ 
perdye of 2eaking, when it is on. And now J trawe Philolo- 
ge, we haue dane as concerning all Anſtruments belonging to 
ſhating, which euery ſeuer all archer ought to pꝛouide fa2 him 
ſelfe. And there remaypneth two things behinde, which be ge⸗ 
ner all oz common to euery man, the ether, and the Marke, 
but becauſe they be ſo knit with ſhoting ſtreight, oꝛ keping of 
a length, J will reterre them to that place, and now we wilt 
tome (God willing) to handle our inſtruments, the thing that 
euery man deſp2eth to do well. P H I. It you teach me fo well 
to handle the inſtruments as you haue deſcribed them, J ſups 
poſe J ſhall be an Archer good enough. IOX. To learne 
any thing (as you knowe better than J Philologe) and ſpe⸗ 
cially todo a thing with a mans hands, muſt be done il a man 
would be excellent in his pouch. Pong trees in Gardens, 
which lacke all ſenſes, and beaſtes without reaſon, when they 
be yong, may with handling and teaching, be bꝛought to won- 
derfull things. | 

And this is not only true in natur all things, but in artificial 
things to, as the Patter moſt cunningly doth caſt his pottes 
when is clape is ſoft and wozkeable, and ware takech pꝛint 
when it is warme, and leathie weke, not when claye and ware 
be hard and olde: and euen ſo, euery man in his youth, both 
with wit and body is molt apt and pliable to receyue any cun⸗ 
ning that ſhould be taught him. 

This communication of teaching youth, maketh me to re⸗ 
member the right wyſhipfull and my linguler good maiſter, 
Syr Humfreye Wingfelde, towhome, next Gov, J ought 
ta referre foꝛ his manifold benefites beſtowed on me, the poꝛe 
talent oflearning, which God hath lent me: and fo2 his ſake 
do Ao my leruice ta all ather of the name and noble * 
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ok the Wingfeldes, both in woꝛd and dede. This werſhipkull 
man hath euer loued and vſed, to haue many childzen brought 
bp in learning in his houſe, amonges whome, J my ſelke was 
one. Fo whome at terme times he would bzing downe from 
London both bowe and ſhattes. And when they ſhould playe 
he would go with them himſelfe into the fielde, and ſee them | 
ſhoote, and he that ſhotte fayzeſt, ſhould haue the beſt bowe | 
and ſhaftes, and he that ſhotte ill kauouredly, ſhould be mock- 
ked of his fellowes, till he ſhotte better. | 
Would to God all England had vſcd q would vſe to laye 
the foundation, after the example of this wozſhipfull man in 
. — vp childꝛen in the Booke and the Bowe: by which 
two things, the whole common wealth both in peace & warre, 
is chiefe'y ruled and defended withall, 
But to our purpoſe, he that muſt come to this high per- 
kectnes in ſhoting which we ſpeake of, mult neeves begin to 
learne it in his vouth, the omitting of which thing in England, 
both maketh fewer ſhoters, and alſo cuerp man that is a ſo: 
ter, ſhote woꝛſe than he might, if he were taught, | 
PHI. Euen as J knowe this is true which you ſay, euen 6 
To Toxophile, pou haue quight diſcouraged me, and dzawen | 
my minde cleane from ſhooting, ſeeing by this reaſon no man 
that hath not vfed it in his youch can be excellent in it. Ind J 
ſuppoſe the ſame reaſon would diſcourage many other mo, if 
they heard vou talke after this ſozt, IO X. This thing Phi- 
lologe, ſhall diſcourage no man that is wyſe, Fo2 J wpll 
pꝛoue that wyſedome may worke the lame thing in a man, 
chat nature doch in a childe. 
A child by thee things is bought to excellencye. By Apt⸗ 
nelle, Deſp2e and Feare: Aptneſſe maketh him pliable ipke 
ware ta be foꝛmed and faſhtoned, cuen as a man would haue 
him. Deſpꝛe to be as good 02 better than his ſelowes: and 
Ferre of them whomehe is vader, will cauſe him take great 
labour and paine with diligent heede, in learning any thing, 
whereotpocevcth at the laſt excellency and per kettneſſe. 
Aman map by wyſedome in learning of any thing, ar d 
tpecially to ſhoote, haue thꝛee like yes alſo, __ 
ill. by 
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by he mw, as it wire becanꝛ pong agaiac, ad ſo attayne to 
ercellento. az a child is apt oy natur all youth, ſo a man by 
btixat the i: wake bowes, farre vnderneth his ſtrength, 
ſhal32 as pliable and ready ta be taught fayꝛe ſhaoting, as 
a1 childe: an? vayly vſe of the ſame, ſhall both keepe him 
in fayze Hootiag , and alſo at the laſt bꝛing him co ftrong 
ſhooting, | 
And in ſtede of the feruent deſyꝛe, which pꝛouoketh a child 
to be better than his kelowe, let a man be as much ſtirred vp 
with ſh amelaſtnes ta be worſe than all other. And the ſame 
place that feare hath in a child, to compell him to take paine, 
the ſam? hath loue of ſhooting in a man, to cauſe him foꝛſake 
no labour, without which no man noz child can be excellent, 
And thus what ſoeuer a childe may be taught by Aptneſſe, 
Deſpꝛe and Feare, the ſame thing in hooting, may a man be 
taught by weake bowes, Shamefaſtneſſe and Loue, And 
hereby you may ſee that this is true which Cicero ſapth, that 
a man by vſe, may be bꝛought to a new? nature, And this N 
dare be bould to ſay,that any man which will wiſely begin, and 
conſtantly perſeuer in his trade of learning to ſhoote, ſhall at⸗ 
tayne to perfectneſle therein. 5 
P HI. This communication Toxophile, doth pleaſe me 
very well, and now Jpercette that moſt generally & chicfely 
youth mulk be taught to ſhoote, and ſecondarily no man is de⸗ 
barced therekrom, except it be moze though his owne negli⸗ 
gence koꝛ becauſe he will not learne, chan any dilabilitye, be⸗ 
cauſe he can not learne, Therefoze ſeeing J will be glad to kol⸗ 
tow your counſell in choſing my bowe and other inſtruments, 
and alſo am aſhamed that I can ſhoote no better than I can, 
mneouer hating ſuch alone toward ſhooting by pour good 
reaſons to day, that I will fozſakeno labour in the exerciſe of 
the ſame, I beſeche you imagine that we hav both bowe any 
thaftes here, and teach me hom J ſhould handle them, and one 
thing I deſyꝛe you, make me as fapze an Archer as you can, 
Fm this J an ſure in learning all other matters, nothing 
is brought to the matt pꝛoſitable vſe, which is not handler af- 
ter the maſt cum ly faſhion. As maiſters of — 
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fit eyther to hit an other, oꝛ elle to defend himſelle, which is not 
toyned with a wonderfull cumlineſſe. A Cooke cannot choppe 
bis herbes neyther quickely noꝛ hanlomlp,ercept he keepe ſuch 
a meaſure with his chopping knyues, as would delight a man 
both to lee him and heare him, 

Euery handpe crafte man that wozks beſt fo2 his owne pꝛo⸗ 
lite, woꝛkes mol ſemely ts other mens ſight, Againe, in buil⸗ 
ding a houſe, in making a ſhippe, euery part the moze hanſom- 
Iye they be ioyned foꝛ pꝛolite and laſt, the moze cumly they be 
faſhioned to euery mans ſight and eye. Nature it ſelle taught 
men to ioyne alwapes welfauourednes with p2ofitablenes, 
As in man, that ioynt oꝝ peece which is by any chaunce depꝛi⸗ 
ued of his cumlineſle, the ſame is allo debarred ol his vſe and 
pꝛofitableneſſe. | 
And he that is gogle epd, and lokes a ſquint, hath both his 
countenaunce clene marred, and his ſight ſoze blemiſhed, and 
ſo in all other members like. Pozeouer, what time of the yere 
bzingeth moſt p2ofite with it fox mans vſe, the fame alſo coue« 
reth and deckech both earth and trees with moſt cumlineſſe 
lo mans pleaſure. And that time which taketh away the plea 
ſure of the ground, caryeth with him allo the pzofite of the 
grounde, as euery man by experience knowech in har de and 
rough winters. Some things there be which hath no other 
ende, but only cumlyneſle, as Paynting, and Daunſing. And 
ver tue it ſelfe is nothing elſe but cunuyneſſe, as all e 
phets do agree in opinion, therefoze ſeeing that which is 
done in any matters, is alwayes moſt. cumly done, as both 
Plato and Cicero in many places da pꝛouę, dayly experience 
doth teach in other things, J pꝛay you as I ſaid befoze teach 
me to ſhoote.as fayze, welfauouredly as you can ymagen, , 
Ox. Truly Philologe as pou aue very well in o- 
ther matters, the beſt ſhoting, is alwayes the moff cumiye 
chotina, but this you knowe as well as J that Craſſus thew- 
weth in Cicero, that as cumlmeſſe is the chiefe point. and moſt 
to be wügbe fo in all things, ſo cumipneſle only, can neuer be 
taught by any Arte o2 craft, But may be perceyued well when 
it is done, not deſcribed well haw it ſyauld be done. Pet 
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Het neuertheleſf? to come to it there may be many wayes 
wich wiſe men hath allayed in other matters, as if a man 
woulde folowe in learning to Hoote fayꝛe, the noble Paynter 
Zeuxes iu yaynting Helena, which to make his Image bew⸗ 
tikull, did chooſe out fine of the kayꝛeſt m des in all the coun- 
trye about, ard in beholding them concepued and dime out 
ſuch an Image, that it karre exceded all other, becauſe the 
tumipneſſe of them all was bꝛonght into one moſt perfi; tum⸗ 
lineſſe ; So kikewyſe in Hooting, ik a man would ſet bcfoze bis 
eyes ſtue oꝛ fire of the fairelt Archers that euer he ſawe ſhoots, 
and of one learne to ſtand, of another to dꝛawe, of an other to 
l»wſe, and ſo take of query man, what euery man could do beſt, 
A dare ſ he ſhould come £0 ſuch a cumlyneſſe as neuer man 
tame to pet. 

P HI, This is very well truly, but J p)ap you feache me 
ſomewhat of ſhooting fapze pour ſelfe. T OX, I tan tcache 
pou to ſhoote fayze, euen as Socrates taught a man once to 
knowe God, fo2 when he aſked him what was God: nay ſapth 
he J can tell vou better what God is not, as God is not ill, 
Sp is buſpeakeable, vnſearcheable, and fo forth : Euen like: 
wile can J ſay ot fame ſhooting, it hath not this diſtommodi⸗ 

tye with it, noꝛ that viſcommonditie, and at laſt a man may ſs 
wit all the diſcommodities from ſhooting, that there ſhall be 
leftnothing behinde but fayꝛe ſhootin z. And to do this the bet⸗ 
ter, vou muſt remember how that J tould you when J de- 
ſcribed generally the whole nature of ſhoting that fayꝛe ſho⸗ 
ting came of thele things, of ſtanding, nocking, dꝛawing, houl⸗ 
ding, and lowling, the which J will go oner as ſhoꝛtly as J 
can, deſcribing the diſcommodities that men commonly vſe 
in all partes of their bodyes, that you if you fault in any ſuch, 
may knowe it, and fo go about to amende it. Faultes in Ar⸗ 
chers do etcede the number of Archers, which come with vle 
of ſhoting without teaching. Uſe and cuſtome ſeperated from 
knowledge and rms doth not only hurt ſhoting, but the 
molt weightye things in the woꝛlde beſyde: And therefoze 
A marueile much at thoſe people which be the maintayners of 
Mes * knowledge , having no other wozd in = 

mou 
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mouth but this, vſe, vſe, cuffome, cuſtome. Such menmoze 
wilfull chan wpſe, be 1 other diſcommodityes, take all plate 
and occaſion from all ameudement, And this J ſpeake gene · 
rally ot bſe and cuſtame. 

TU thing if a learned man had it in hand that wauld aps 

pipe it to any one matter, he might handle it wonder fully. 

But as fo2 Hooting, vle is the only cauſe of all faultes in it 
and therefoze childzen moꝛe ealeſy and ſoner may be taught 
to ſhoate excellently then men, becauſe childꝛen may be taught 
to ſhoste well at the firſt, men haue mote paine to vnlearne 
their ill vſes, than they haue laboure alter ward ta come to 
good ſhooting, 

All the dilcommodityes which ill cuſtome hath gralfed in 
Archers, can neyther be quickly pulled out, noꝛ pet ſone rec⸗ 
kened of me, there be ſo many. Some ſhooteth his head foꝛ⸗ 
ward as though he would byte the marke: an other ſtareth 
with his eyes, as though they ſhould ſlye out: An other win⸗ 
keth with one eye, and loketh with the other: Some make a 
fice with wpthing they? mouth and cauntenaunce ſo, as 
though they were doing you wot what: An other blereth out 
his tongue: An other byteth his lippes : An other holdeth his 
necke awzy, In dꝛawing ſome fet ſuch a compaſle, as though 
they would turne about, and bleſſe all the ſield: Other heaue 
theyꝛ hand now vp now downe, that a man can not decerne 
whereat they would ſhoote, an other waggeth the vpper ende 
of his bowe one way, the neyther ende an other way. An other 
will ſtand poynting his ſhaft at the marke a good while, and 
by and by he will geue him a whippe, vm away 02 a man wit. 
An other maketh ſich a weſtling with? gere, as though he 
were able to ſhote na moꝛe as long as he liued, An other dꝛa⸗ 
weth ſoftly to the nuddes, and by and by it is gone, you can not 
knowe howe. 

An other dꝛawetch his (aft lowe at the bꝛeaſt, as though 
he would ſhote at a rouing marke, and by and by he lifteth his 
arme by pꝛicke heyght. An other maketh a winching with 
his backe, as Cough a man pinched him behinde. An other 
coureth d2wne, and lapeth out his buttackes, as _ hes 
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ſhould hoote at crowes; An other ſetteth fozwarde his left. 

legge, and maweth backe with head and ſhoulders, as though 

he pulled at a rope, o elſe were-afrayde of the marke. Au o« 

ther dꝛaweth his ſhaft well, vntill within two fingers of the 
head, and then he ſtayeth a litle, toloke at his marke, and that 

done, pulleth it vp to the head and lowſeth: which way although 
ſome excellent ſhooters do ble, yet ſurely it is a fault, and good 
mens faultes are not to be folowed. | | 

Some dꝛawe too farre, ſome too ſhozt , ſome too ſlowly, 
ſome too quickly,ſome holde ouer long, fome let go ouer ſone. 
Some ſet their ſhaft on the grounde, and fetchech him vp⸗ 
ward, An other pointeth vp toward the ſkye, and ſo bzingeth 
him downewards. 

Once J ſawe a man which vſed a Bꝛater on his cheke, oꝛ 
elſe he had ſcratched all the ſ kinne off the one ſide ofhis face, 
with his dawing hande. An other J ſawe, whiche at euerye 
ſhoote,after the looſe, lifted vp his rightlegge ſo karre, that he 
was euer in ieoper dye of fauling. 

Some ſtampe kozward, and ſome leape backward. All theſe 
faultes be eyther in the mawing, oꝛ at the looſe: with manye 
other mo which you may eaſcly perteyue, and ſo go about to 
auoyde them. 

Now afterward when the ſhaft is gone, men haue manye 
faultes, which euill cuſtome hath bought them to, and ſpeci- 
- ally in crying after the ſhaft, and ſpeaking woꝛds ſcarce honeſt 

fo2 ſuch an honeſt paſtime. 

Such woꝛds be very tokens of an ill minde, and manifeſt 
ſignes of a man that is ſubicete to inmeſurable affections, 
Good mens eares vo abhoꝛre them, and an honeſt man there- 
foze will auoyde them. And beſydes thoſe which muſt neeves 
haue they2 tongue thus walking, other men vſe other faultes, 
as ſome will take their bowe, and wypthe and wiinche it, to 
pull in his ſhaft, when it flyeth wyde, as if he dzane a cart. 
Domt will geue two 02 three ſtrides forward, daunſing and 
hopping after his ſhaft, as long as it flyech, as though he were 
a madde man. Some which feare to be too farre gone, runne 

backward as it were to pull his ſhaft backe. 
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Another runnety koꝛward, when he feareth to be ſhoꝛt, hea⸗ 
uin after his ar mes, as though he would hely his alt to flye. 
An other wꝛpthes oꝛ runneth aſide, to pull in his ſhaft ſtraight, 
O ie lifteth vp his hecle, and lo holdeth his foote till, as long 
as his ſhaft flyeth. An other caſteth his arme backe ward / alter 
the lawſe, And an other ſwyngs his bowe about him, as it 
wire amm with a ſtaſte to make roume in a game place. And 
m m other faults there be, which now come to my remem⸗ 
baunce. Thus as vou haue heard, many Archers with mar- 
rinx their face and countenaunce, with other parts of their bo⸗ 
dye, as it ue men that Hauld daunce antiques, be farre from 
the comely poꝛt in ſhooting, which he that would be excellent, 
mult looke foꝛ. 

Of thele faultes J haue very many my ſelfe, but J talke 
not of my ſhaoting, but of the generall nature of ſhooting, 
Now vmigen an Archer that is cleane without all theſe faul- 
tes, t J am ſure every man would be delited to ſee him ſhote, 

And although ſuch a perlice cumlyneſſe can not be expꝛeſſed 
with aw pꝛecept of teaching, as Cicero and other learned 
men do ſay, pet IJ will ſpeak? (according to my litle know- 
ledge) that thing in it, which if you folowe, although you ſhall 
nat be without fault, yet your fault fhall nepther quickly be 
perceyuev, noꝛ pet greatly rebuked of them that ſtand by, 
Standinx, nocking, diawmg, holding, lowſtag, done as they | 
chould be done, make fayze ſhooting, Standing. 

The ſirſt point is when a man fhould ſhoote, to take ſuch 
footing and ſkanding as ſhall ve both cumly to the eye, and 
pz6fitavle to his vſe, letting his coꝛuitenaunce and all the o⸗ 
ther pirtes of his bovp alter ſuch a bezauiour and port, that 
both all his ftrength may be emplayed to his owne moſt ad⸗ 
uantage, and his ſhoote made and handled ta other mens plea- 
ſure and delyte. A man muſt nat go too haſtely to it, t that is 
ra ſbneſſe, noꝛ yet make toa much ta da about it, fo2 that is tu 
riaſitve, the one faote mult nat ſtand too karre from the sther, 
e aſt he ſtaupe tan much which is vnſemelp, noꝛ pet too neere 
together, leaſt he ſtan> too ſteyght vp, fa ſo a man ſhall nep- 
ther vſe his Rrength well naꝛ pet ſtand Teplaltly, 
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The meane betwirt both muſt be kept, a thing meꝛe pl-aſant 
to behould when it is Zone, than caipe to be taught how it 
ly aulꝭ be done. 

Nogaing) To nocke well is the eaſieſt point of all, and cherein is no 
cunning, but only dyligent heede geuing, to ſet his ſhafte nep- 
cher too hye, no2 too owe, but euen ſtreight ouerwhert his 
bowe. Tinconſtant no king maketh a man leeſe his lengthe. 
And beſydes that, if the ſhaft hand be hye, and the bowe hand 
lowe, 02 contrarye, both the bowe is in ieoper dye ol breaking, 
and the ſhaft, it it be litle, will ſtart: if it be great it will hobble. 
Nocke the cocke feather vpwarde alwayes as J toulde you 
when J deſcribed the feather, And be ſure alwayes that your 
firing 0p not out of the nocke, fo2 then all is in icoperdye of 
breaking, 

Dꝛawing. -O2awing well is the belt part of Tooting, Pen in oulde 
time vled no other maner of 2awing than we do. They vſed 
to dꝛawe lowe at the bꝛeſt, to the right pappe and no further, 
and this to be true is plame m Homer, where he deſcrybeth 
Pandarus chooting. 


ILad. 4. Up to the pap his ſtring did he pull, his Haft to the hard head, 


The noble women of Scythia vſed the ſame faſhion ol ſhoo⸗ 
ting lowe at the bꝛeſt, and becauſe they? left pappe hmdered 
they? ſhooting at the lowſe they cut it off whF they were pong, 
and therefoꝛe they be called in lacking they? pap Amazones, 
Naw a daves contrary wyſe we dꝛawe to the right eare, and 
not to the pappe. Ahether the olde waye in dꝛawing lowe to 
the pappe, oꝛ the new way to dꝛawe aloft to the eare be better, 
an excellent wypter in Gre ke called Procopius, doth ſaye his 
minde, ſhewing that the olde faſhion in d2awing to the pappe, 
was nought of no pithe, and therefoze ſayth Procopius : is 
Artillerye diſpꝛayſed in Homer whiche calleth it . 
I, Teake and able to vo no good. Dꝛawing to the eare hee 
prayſeth greatly, whereby men ſhoote both ſtronger and long⸗ 
ger: awing therefore to the eare, is better than to dawe 
at the belt. And one thing commeth into my remembꝛaunce 
now Philologe, when J ſpeake of dzawing:, that J — 
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reddꝛ ol other kind2of ſhooting, than dꝛawing with a mans 

hand eyther to the bycſte oꝛ ee: This thing haue J ſought 

6 fo in Homer, Herodotus, and Plutarch, and therefoze J 
marucile how Croſbawes came firſt vp, of the which J am Croſbows 
ſuce a man (hail nde litle mention made on any good Au⸗ 

thaur, Leo the Emperour would haue bis ſouldiours dꝛawe 

quickly in warre, fo2 that maketh a ſhatt flye npace. In thoo- 

ting at the pꝛickes, haſty and quicke dꝛawing is neyther ſure, 

no2 pet cumlpe. Therefoze to dawe ealely and vnikoꝛmelp, 

that is fo2 to ſay, not wagging our hande, now vpwar de, now 
dowaeward, hut alwayes after one faſhion, vnttll you come to 

the rigge oꝛ ſhouldꝛing ofthe head, is beſt both koꝛ pꝛoſite and 
ſcem:lineſſe, Malding muſt not be long, koz it both putteth Yolding. 
a bowe m ieoper dye, and alſo marreth a mans ſhoote, it muſt 

be lo litle that it may be percepued better in a mans minde 

when it is done, than ſcene with a mans (yes when it is in do⸗ 

ing, Lowfing wu be much ke. So quicke and hard, that it y gwitng. 
be without all gir des, ſo ſoft and gentle, that the ſhaft flye not 

as it were ſent out of a bowecaſe. The meane betwixt both, 

which is perfite lowſing, is not ſo hard to be folowed in ſhoo⸗ 

ting, as it is to be deſcribed in teaching. Foꝛ cleane lowling 

pau muſt tate heede of hitting any thing about you. And fo2 

the lame purpoſe, Leo the Emperour woulde haue all Ar- 

chers in watre to haue both theyꝛ heades pouled, and they? 

bear des hauen, leaſt the hay2e of they? heads ſhould ſtoppe 

the fight of the eye, the bap2e of they? beards hinder the courſe 

of the ſtring, And theſe pꝛeceptes J am ſure Philologe if 

pou folowe in ſtand nz, nocking, dzawing, holding, and low- 

ſing, ſhall ming you at the laſt to excellent fayꝛe ſhooting, 

P HI, All theſe thyngs Toxophile although J both nowe 
perceyue them thozowlpe, and alſo wyll remember them di⸗ 
ligentlye : pet to moꝛowe, o2 ſome other dap when pou haue 
leaſure, we wyll goe to the pꝛickes, and put them by lytle and 
lptle in experience. Fo2 teaching not folowed, doeth euen as 
muche good as Bookes neuer loked vpon. But nowe ſee⸗ 
ing you haue taught mee to ſhoote faxe, I pray you tell mee 
ſomewhat howe J ſhoulde ſhoate neare, leaſt that pꝛouerbe 

might 
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might be ſayde iuſilye of me ſometime. He fhootes like a 
Gentleman kapze and farre off, IOX. He that can ſhoote 
fapꝛe, lacketh nothing but ſhooting ſtreight, and keeping of a 
length, whereof commeth hitting of the marke, the ende both 
of ſhooting and alſo of this our communication. The hand: 
ling of the wether and the marke, becauſe they belong to ſhoo⸗ 
ting ſtreight, and keping of a length, A will ioyne them toge⸗ 
ther, chewing what things belong to keeping of a length, and 
what to ſhooting ſtreight. 
CUynde The greateſt enemy of ſhooting is the Mynde and the 
E wether. ether, whereby true keping a length is chiefelp hindered, 
Ik this thing were not, men by teaching might be bꝛought to 
wonderfull neere ſhooting, It is no maruetle if the licle pooze 
fhaft being ſent alone, ſs high in the ap2e, into a great rage of 
wcather, one winde toſſing it that way, another this way, it is 
no marueile J ſay though it leeſe the length, and miſſe that 
place where the ſhooter had thought to haue found it, Greater 
matters than ſhooting are vnder the rule and will of the wea⸗ 
ther, as in ſayling on the ſea, 
And likewyſe as in ſayling, the chiefe point of a good Mai⸗ 
Ker, is to knowe the tokens of chaunge of wether, the courſe 
of che wyndes, that thereby he may the better come to the 
Daunen: euen ſo the beft pzopertye of a good ſhooter, is to 
knowe the nature of the windes, with him and againſt him, and 
thereby he may the nerer ſhoote at his marke. Ayſe mayſters 
when they cannot winne the beſt Hauen, they are glad of the 
next: Good ſhosters allo, that cannot when they would hit the 
marke, will labour to come as nigh as they can. All things in 
this wozld be vnperfite and vnconſtant, therelcꝛe let euery man 
acknowledge his owne weakeneſſe, in all matters great and 
{mall, weightye and merye, and gloꝛitye him, in whome only 
perſiteneſle is. But now ir, he that will at all aduentures vſe 
the Seas, knowing no moze what is to be done in a tempeſt 
than in a caulme, ſhall ſoone become a marchaunt of Ecle 
- Ckinnes: So that ſhooter which putteth no difference, but 
thooteth in all alike, in rough wether and fayze, ſhall alwayes 
put his winnings in his exeg, 11 
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Litle boates and thinne boozdes, cannot endure the rage of 
a tempeſt. Wleake bowes, and light fhaftes cannot ſtande in a 
rough winde. And likewiſe as a blind man which ſhould gs to 
a plate where he had neuer beene afoze, that hath but one 
ſtraight way to it, and ofeyther ſyde hooles and pittes to faule 
into, now fauleth into this hoole and then into that hoole, and 
neuer commeth to his iourney ende, but wandereth alwayes 
heare and there, further and further off; So that Archer which 
ignoꝛantly ſhooteth, conſidering neyther fayze noꝛ foule, ſtan⸗ 
ding no2 nocking, feather no2 head, dzawing no2 lowſing, noz 
any compaſſe, ſhall alwayes ſhoote ſhoꝛte and gone, wyde and 
farre off, and neuer come neare, except perchaunce he lumble 
ſometime on the marke, Foz 1gnozance is nothing elſe but 
meere blindneſſe. 

A maiſter of a ſhippe firſt learneth to knowe the cunning ol 
atempeſt, the nature of it, and how to behaue himſelfe in it, 
eyther with chaunging his cour ſe, oz pulling ds wne his bye 
toppes and bzode ſayles, being glad to eſchue as much of the 
weather as he can: Euen ſo a good Archer will firſt with dili⸗ 
gent vſe and marking the weather, learne to know the nature 
of the winde, and with wiſedome, will meaſure in his minde, 
bow much it will alter his ſhoote, eyther in length ke ping, o2 
elſe in ſtreight ſhooting, and ſo with chaunging his Fanding, 
02 taking an other ſhaft, the which he knoweth perfitely to be 
ſieter foꝛ his purpoſe, eyther becaule it is lower feathered, oz 
elſe becauſe it is of a better wyng, will ſo handle with diſtreti⸗ 
on his ſhoote, that he (hall ſeeme rather ts haue the weather 
vnder his rule, by good heede geuing, than the weather to rule 
his ſhaft by any ſodaine chaunging. 

© 'Therefoze in ſhooting there is as nuch difference betwirt 
an Archer that is a good weather man, and an other that kno⸗ 
wech and marketh nothing, as is betwixta blinde man; and he 
that can ſee. | 
Thus as concerning the weather, a perfite Archer muſt. 
firſt learne to kn2we the ſure flighte of his ſhaftes, that hee: 
map be dould alwayes to truſt them: then muſt he learne by 
= experience all maner of 9 of weather, the tokens of 
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i, when it will come, the nature ok it when it is come, che di⸗ 
uerſity and alter ing of if, when it chaungeth, the decreaſe and 
diminiſhing of it, who it ceaſeth. Thirdly, theſe things knowen, 
and euery ſhoote diligently marked, then muſt a man compare 
alwayes the weather and his footing together, and with dilcre⸗ 
tion meaſure them ſo, that whatſocuer the weather ſhall take 
away from his ſhoote, the ſame ſhall iuſt footing reſtoze a« 
fcaine to his ſhoote, This thing well knowen, and diſcretely 
. handled in ſhooting, bzingech move poſit. and commendation 
and pꝛayſe to an Archer, then any other thing beſides. Oe that 
would knotze perfectly che wynde and wrather, muſt put dif: 
\ rences betwirt times, Foz diuer ſity of time cauſeth dtuerſicy 
of weather, as in the whole yeare, Spzing time, Sommer, 
Faule of theleafe, and Tlinter : Likewile in one day, Moꝛ⸗ 
ning, Noone tyde, After noone,and Euen tyde, both alter the 
weather, and chaunge a mana bow with the ſtrength ol man 
alſo, And to know that this is ſo, is enough fo? a ſhooter and 
artillerie, and not to ſerche the cauſe, why it ſhould be {o:which 
belongeth to a learned man and Philoſophie, 

In conſidering the time of the yere,a wiſe Archer wil folow 
good fhipman, In TAinter and rough wether, ſmall boates 
and title pinkes fozſake the ſeas : And at one time of the yeare, 
no Gallies come abzode: So likewiſe weake Archers, vſing 
fmall and holowe ſhaftes, with bowes of litle pithe, muſt be 
content to giue place for a time. And this J do not ſay, eyther 
to diſcourage any weake ſhooter : Foz likewiſe, as there is no 
fhippe better than Gallyes be, in a ſoft and a caulme ſea, ſono 
man ſhooteth cumlier oz nerer his marke, then ſome weake 
Archers do, in a fap2e and cleare day. 

Thus enery Archer muft know, not only what bowe and 
fhaft is fitteſt fo him to ſhoote withall, but alſo what time and 
ſeaſon is beſt fo him to ſhoote in. And ſurely, in all other mate 
ters ta, among all degrees of men, there is no man which doth 
any thing epther maze diſcretely foꝛ his commendation, oz yet 
moꝛe pzoficable fo his aduauntage, than he which will knawe 
—— what matter and foz what tyme he is moft apt 
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Ik men would go about matters which they would do and 
4 be fit foz, not ſuch things which wilkully they de ſyꝛe and yet be 
vntit fo2, verely greater matters in the common wealty than 
ſhooting ould be in better caſe than they be. 

This ignozancye in men, which knowe not foz what time, 
and to what thing they be fitte,cauſeth ſome wyſhe to be riche, 
to2 whome it were better a great deale to be pode: other to 
be medling in euery mens matter, fox whome it were moꝛe 
honeſty to be quiet and fill, Some to delire to be in the Court, 
which be boꝛue and be fitter rather foꝛ the Cart, Dome to be 
maiſters and rule other, which neuer pet began to rule them 
ſelues: ſome aiwayes targale and taulke, which rather ſhould 
beare anvkcepe ſilence. Some to teach, which rather ſhould 
learne. Some to be pꝛieſtes, which were fitter to be clearkes, 
And chis perucrſe iudgement of the wozld, when men meaſure 
themſclues amilſe,}2ingeth much miſoꝛder and great vnſeme⸗ 
lyneſſe to the whole bodye of the common wealth, as if a man 
ſhould weare his hooſe vpsn his head, o2 a woman go with a 
ſwozre and a buckeler, euery man would take it as a greate 
vncumlyneſſe although it be but a tryfle in reſpect ofthe other. 
This peruer ſe iudgement ol men hindereth nothing ſo much 
as learning, becauſe commonly thoſe that be vnfitteſt fo2 lear 
ning, be chiefcly ſet to learning. 

As if a man now a dayes haue two ſonnes, the one, imps: 
tent, weake, ſicklye, liſp ing, ftutting, and ſtamering, 02 ha- 
wing auy miſchape in his body: what doth the father of ſuche 
one commonlye ſape: This boye is fitte fo2 nothing elſe, but 
to ſet to learning, and make a Pꝛieſt of, as who would ſaye, 
the outcaſtes of the woꝛlde, hauing neyther countenaunce, 
tongue, noꝛ witte (fo2 of a peruerſe bodye commeth common: 
lye a peruerſe minde) be good enoughe to make thoſe men of, 
which ſhalbe appointed to meache Gods holy wazde, and mi⸗ 
niſter his bleſſed Sacraments, beſides other moſt weightye 
matters in the common wealthe put olt times, and woꝛthely 
to learned mennes dilcretion and charge: when rather ſuche 
an office ſo highe in dignitye , ſo godlye in adminiſlration, 
Gould be committed to no man, which ſhould not haue a couns 
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tenaunce full of cumlineſſe ta ailure good men, a body full of 
manly authoꝛitye tofeare ill men; a witte apt fo2 all learning | 
with tongue and voyce, able to perſwade all men. And al- 
though fewe ſuch men as theſe can be founde in a common 
wealthe, vet ſurely a godly diſpoſed man, will both in his minde 
thincke fitte, and with all his ſtudye labour to get ſuch men as 
A ſpꝛake of o2rathee better, if better can be gotten for ſuch an 
bye a3 n niſtcation, which is moſt pꝛoperly appointep to Gods 
swne matters and bulineſſes. * 
This peruerſe iudgement of fathers as concerning the fit⸗ 
neſle x vnſitneſſe of their childꝛen, cauleth che common wealth 
haue many vnfit mpntliers : And ſeeing that myniſters be, as a | 
man woulde ſay? , inſtrumentes, wh rewith the common | 
wealth doth worke all her matters withall, I marueile how it 
chaunceth that a pooze ſhoomaker hath ſo much witte, that he 
will p2epare no inſtrument foz his ſcience. neyther knyfe noz 
aule, no2 nothing elſe which is not very fit fozhim : The com- 
mon wealthe can be content to take at a fonde fathers hande, 
the riffcaffe of the wozlde , to make thoſe inſtrumentes of, 
wherewithall ſye ſhould wozke the hyeſt matters vnder Pea⸗ 
nen. And ſurely an aule ot leade is not ſo vnp2oficable in a ſho⸗ 
makers ſhoppe, as an vnfit miniſter, made ok grole metell is 
vnſee mely in the common wealthe. Fathers in olde tyme 
among the noble Perſians, might not do wich their childꝛen as | 
they thought good, but as the judgement of the common 
wealthe alwayes thought beſt.” This faulte of fathers byiig 
xeth many ablot with it, to che great veformitye of the com 
mon wealthe: and here ſurely A can pzayſe Gentlewomen, 
which haue alwayes at hand theyꝛ glaſſes, to ſee if any thing 
be amiffe, and ſo will amende it, yet the common wealthe has 
[| uing the glaſſe of knowledge in every mans hand, doth ſee 
mW ſuch vncumlines in it: and yet winketh at it, This kault, any 
many ſuch lyke, might be ſoone wyped away, iffathers wouly 

beſtome they? childzen on that thing alwayes, wherevnto'nas 

ture hath oꝛdayned them moſt apte and fitte. Foz if youth 

: be grafted ſtreighte, and not aw, the whole common wealth 
will flaꝛyche cherealter. When this is done, then muſt euer x 
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man begin to be moze ready to amend himſelfe, than to checke 
an other, meaſuring theyꝛ matters with chat wyſe pꝛouerbe 
of Apollo, Knowe thy ſelfe: that is to ſay, learne to knowe 
what thou art able, ficce, and apt vnto,and folowe that. This 
thing ſhould be both cumly to the common wealthe, and moft 
p2oficable foz euery one, as doth appeare very well in all wyſe 
mens deedes, and ſpecially to turne to our communication a- 
gayne in ſhooting, where wile Archers haue alwayes they2 
inſtruments fitte fo2 they? ſtrength, and wayte euermoze ſuch 
tyme and weather, as is moſt agreeable to they? gere. There« 
foe if the weather be too ſoꝛe, and vnſitte fo2 your ſhooting, 
leaue off fo2 that day, and wayte a better ſeaſon, Fo; he is a 
foole that will not goe, whome neceſſity dzpueth. 
PHI. This communication of yours pleaſed me ſo well 
Toxophile, that ſurely I was not haſty to call pou, to deſcribe 
fo:th the weather, but with all my heart would haue ſuffered 
pou pet to haue ſtand longer in this matter, Foꝛ theſe things 
touched of you by chaunce, and by the way, be farre aboue the 
matter it ſelfe, by whoſe occaſion the other were bzought in. 
T O X, Ueightye matters they be in deede,and fitte both 
in an other place to be ſpoken: and of ansther man then J am, 
to be handled, And becauſe meane men muſt meddle with 
meane matters, J wyll goe foꝛward in deſcribing the wea- 
ther as concerning ſhooting : and as J could you befoze, Jn 
the whole yere, Spꝛing time, Sommer, Faule of the leafe, 
and inter: and in one day, Mozning, Noone time, After 
noone, and Euen tyde, altereth the courſe ofthe weather, the 
pyth ofthe bowe, the ſtrength of the man. And in euery one of 
theſe tymes the weather alter eth, as ſometime windy, ſome⸗ 
time taulme, ſometime cloudye, ſemetime cleare, ſometime 
hote, ſometime could, the wynd ſometime moiſlye and thicke, 
ſometime dꝛye and ſmoth. A litle winde in a moiſtye day, ſtop⸗ 
peth a ſhafte moꝛe than a good whiſkyng wynde in a cleare 
daye. Pea, and J haue ſeene when there hath bene no wynde 
at all, the avꝛe ſo miſtye and thicke, that both the markes haue 
bene wonderfull great. And once, when the plague was in 
Cambrige, the downe wynd * ſcoꝛe mar ke foz the wor 
ty. o 
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of dee werkes, was xiii. ſcoze and an halfe, and into the wind, 
being not very great, a great deale aboue xtiii.ſcoze, - 

The wind is ſometime plaine vp and downe, which is com⸗ 
monly moſt cer taine, and requirethleaft knowledge, wherein 
a meane ſhoster with meane geare, if he can ſhoot: home, 
may make beſt ſhift, A ſyde wind tryeth an Archer and good 
gere very much, Sometime it bloweth aloft, ſometime hard 
by the ground: Sometime it bloweth by blaſtes, and ſome- 
time it continueth all in one: Sometime full ſyde wynd, ſome⸗ 
time quarter with him and mote, and likewiſe againThim, as 
a man with cafting vp light gralle, o2 cle if he take good heed, 
ſhall ſenſibly learne by experience. To fee the wynd with a 
mans eyes, it is vnpolſible, the nature of it is ſo fine and ſub» 
tile, vet this expertence of the wpnd had J once my ſi te, and 
that was in the great ſnow that fell four yeares ago: Jrode 
in the hye way betwirt Topcliffe vyou Swale, and Borow 
bridge, the way being ſomewhat troden afoze, by wap fayꝛing 
men. The ſteldes an boch ſides were plaine, and lay ofmofk 
peard deepe with ſnowe, the night befoze bad beene alicte 
froſte, ſo that the ſnowe was hard and cruſfed aboue, That 
moꝛning the Sunne ſhone bzight and. cleare, the winde was 
whiſtling alofe, and ſharp accoꝛding to the time of the yeare, 
The ſnow in the hve way lay lowſe and troden with hoaſe feet: 
ſo as the wind blew, it rooke che fowſe ſnow with it, and 
made it ſo flide vpon the ſnow in the field which was hard 
and eruſted by reaſon of the lroſt ouer night, that thereby J 
might ſee very well, the who'e nature of the wind as it blew 
that day. And J had a great delpte and pleaſure to marbe it, 
which maketh me now farre better to remember it, Some: 
time the wynd wauld be not paſt two peards bysav, and ſo it 
would cary the ſnow as far as J could ſte, An other time the 
faow-. would blow ouer halfe the field at once. Sometime the 
{now would tomble ſoftly, by and by it would five wonderfull 
faſt, And this J perceiued alſo that $ wind goth by ſtreames, 
and not whole together. Foꝛ I ould ſte one ſtreamt within a 
ſcoze on me, and then the ſpace of two ſcoe ns ſnow would 


ſpire, but after ſo much quantity of ground, an other ſtrrame 
of 


— — 


of ſnow at the ſame very time ſhould be caryed lckewiſe, but 
not equally. Fo2 the one would (tand ſtill when che other flewe 
a pace, and ſo continue ſoemtime ſwiftlyer, ſametime flowlp« 
er, ſometime bꝛoder, ſometime narrower,as farre as I coulde 
ſee, No2 it flewe not ſtreight, but ſometime it crooked this 
wap, ſometime that way, and ſometime it ran round about in 
a compaſſe. And ſometime the ſnowe would be lyft cleane 
from the ground vp to the ay2e, and by and by it would be all 
clapt tothe ground as though there had bene no winde at all, 
ſtreight way it would ryſe and fiye againe. And that whiche 
was the moſt marueile of all, at onegime two dziftes of ſnowe 
flewe, the one, out ofthe Weſt into the Eaſt, the other, aut of 
the Noꝛth into the Eaſt : And J ſawe two wyndes by reaſon 
of the ſnowe the one croſſe ouer the other, as it had bene twa 
bye wayes, Aud againe, I ſhould heare the winde blowe in the 
aue when nothing was ſtpzred at che grounde, And when all 
was ftill where J roade, not very farre from me the ſnowe 
Ghoul be lifted wonderfully, This experience made me moze 
marueile at the nature of the w nde, than it made me cunning 
in the knowledge of the wynde: but pet thereby J learned 
perſitely that it is no marueple at all though men in wynde 
leaſe theyꝛ length in ſhooting, ſeeing ſo many wayes the wynde 
is ſo variable in blowi 
But ſeing that a maiſter of a ſhyppe, be he neuer ſo cun- 
ning, by the vncertainty of the wynde, leeſeth many tymes 
both life and goodes, ſurely it is no wonder, though a right 
good Archer, by the ſeife ſame winde ſo variable in his owne 
nature, ſo vnſenſible to our nature,leeſe many a ſhoot & game, 
The mote vncertaine and deceyuable the wynd is, the moze 

heede muſt a wiſe Archer geue to knowe the gyles of it, 
Þ2 that dath 1aiſtrult is ſeldome beg led. Foz altheugh theres 
by he ſhall not attaine to that which is beſt, pet by theſe 
meanes he ſhall at laſt auoide that which is woꝛſt. Beſide all 
tbeſe kindes cf windes, pou muſt take heede if yeu ſce eny 
cloude appeare & gather by litle and litle againft you, oz elſe if 
a ſhowye of rayne be like to come vponpourfo2 then both Þ di⸗ 
wing of the weather, and the of the ayꝛe e 
ili. 
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the marke, when alter the ſhowye all things are contrary 
cleare and caulme, and the marke kon the moſt part new to be⸗ 
gin againe. You muſt take heede alſo if euer you ſhoote where 

one of the markes o2 both ſtands a lytle ſhoꝛt of a hye wall, foz 
there vou may be eaſlye begyled. It you take graſſe and caſte 
it vp to ſee how the winde ſtands, many tymes you ſhall ſup⸗ 
poſe to ſhavte vowne the winde, when you ſhoote cleane a⸗ 
gainſt the wynde. And a good reaſon why, Fo2 the wynde 
which commeth in deede againſt you,redoundeth backe againe 
at the waule, and whyzleth backe to the pꝛicke and a lille far⸗ 
ther, and then turneth againe, euen as a vehement water doth 
againſt a rocke oz any hye bꝛaye, which example of water as it 
is moꝛe ſenſible to a mans eyes, lo it is neuer a whit the truer 1 

than this ofthe wynde. So that the graſle caſte vp, hall flee 
that way which in deede is the longer marke and deteyue 
quickly a ſhooter that is not ware of it. 
This experience had J once my ſelf? at Norwytche in the 
Chapell field within the waules. And this way J vſed in tho» 
ting at thoſe markes, When J was in the mydde wap bes 
twirt the markes which was an open place, there J toke a fe⸗ 
ther oꝛ a lytle light graſſe, and ſo as well as J could, learned 
haw the wynde ſfoode, that done, J ment to the pꝛicke as fall 
a3 J could, and accoꝛding as J had found the wynde when J 
was in the midde way, ſo J was fayne then to be content to 
make the beſt of my ſhoote that J could, Euen ſuch an other 
experience had J in a maner at Yorke, at the pꝛickes, lying 
betwirt the Caſtell and Ouſe ſyde. And although you ſmyle 
Philologe, to heare me tell myne owne fondnes : yet ſeeing 
vou will needes haue me teach you ſomewhat in ſhooting, J 
muſt neeves ſometime tell vou of myne owne experience, and 
Hippo. De the better J may do ſo, becauſe Hippocrates in teaching 
morb. vn, Phylicke, vſeth very much the ſame way. Take heede allo 
14 when you ſhoote neare the ſea coaſf, although you be two oz 
TY thee myles fromthe ſea, fo2 there diligent marking ſhall eſpye 
1 in the moſt cleare day wonderfull chaunging. The ſame is to 
h | be conſidered lykewyſe by aryuer ſyde ſpectally if it ebbe and 
flowe, where he that taketh diligent aa” 
weather, 
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weather; Hall ightly take away alt that he ſhanteth f. And 
thus of the nature of wyndes and weather accozving to mp 
marking you haue heard Philologe: and hereafter pou ſhall 
marke farre mo your ſelfe, if you take heeve. And the weather 
thus marked as J told you afoze, pou muſt take heede ofyour 
ſtanding, that thereby you may winne as much as pou ſhall 
looſe by the wether, P H I. I ſee well it is no maruetle though 
à man miſſe many times in (booting, ſeing the wether is to vn- 
touſtant in blowing, but yet there is one thing which many ar⸗ 
chers ble, that ſhall cauſe a man haue lefle neede to marke the 
weather, and that is Ame geuing. T O X. Of geuing Ame, 
J cannot tell well, what J ſhould ſap, Foz in a ſtraunge place 
it taketh away all occaſion of foule game, which is the onely 
p2ayſe of it, yet by my judgement, it hinizeth the knowledge of 
ſhooting, and maketh men moꝛe negligent :the which is a diſ- 
pꝛapſe. Though Ame be gruen, pet take hee de, lo at an other 
mans ſhoote vou can not well take Ame, noꝝ at your owne nei⸗ 
ther, bet auſe the wether will alter, euen in a mimite,and at the 
one mac ke and nat at the other, and trouble pour'thaft in the 
ay1e, men you ſhall perceyue no wynde at the grounde, as J 
my lelte baue ſeene ſbattes tumble aloft, in a very fapꝛe daye. 
There map be a fault alſo, in Nawing o2 lowſing, and many 
things mo, which altogether, are required to keepe a juſt 
length, Butto-goforward, the nert point after the marking of 
pour weather, ts the taking of your ſtanding, And in a ſyde 
winde pou mull ſtand ſomewhat croſſe into the winde, foꝛ ſa 
ſhall you ſhoote the ſurer, Then you haue taken good foo- 
ting, then muſt you lake at vour ſhaft, that no earth, no2 weete 
be let: vpon it, foꝝ ſo ſhould it leeſe the length. Youmuſt loke 
at the head alſo, leaſt it haue had an ſtrype, at the laſt ſhoote. 
A ſtripe vpon a ſtone, many times will both marre the head, 
crooke the ſhaft, and hurt the feather ,whereof the leaſt of them 
all, will cauſe a man letſe his length. For ſuch things which 
chaunce euery (hoote, many/Archers-vle ta haue ſomeplace 
made in they? coate, fit foz a litle fyle, a ſtone, a Huntyſhſ kin, 
and a cloth to dꝛeſſe the ſhaft ſit againe at all ncev2s, . This 
muſt a man looke ta euer when he takech vp his Hatt, _ 
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the head may be made tos ſmooth, which will cauſe it flpe tos 
karre: when pour ſhaft ia ſitte, than muſt you take pour bowe 
euen in the middes, oꝛ elſe you ſhall voth leeſe pour length, and 
put your bowe in teopet die of bzeaking. Nocking iuſt is next, 
which is much of the lame nature. Than dzawe equel v, 
lowſe equally, wich houlding your hand euer of one height to 
keepe true compaſſe. To locke at your ſhaft head at the 
lowſe, is the greateſt help tu kepe a length that tan be, which 
thing yet hindꝛeth extellent hooting, becauſe a man cannot 
choote ſtreight perfitly except he looke at his marke: if J 
Hould ſhaate at a line and not at che marke, J would alwayes 
toke at my ſhaft ende, but of this thing ſomiewhat after ward. 
Naw if you marke the wether viligently, kepe your ſtanding 
iuſtly, honld and nock truly, dzawe and lowle equally, and 
kepe your compaſſe certainlie, you ſhall neuer mille of pour 
length. PH I. Then there is nothing behinde nn er 
the marke but onlie ſhooting ſtreight. 

TOX s truly. And firſt I will tellyotc what ſhifts ar: 
chers haue found to thoote ſtreight, than what is the beſt way 
to ſhaote ſtreight. As the wether belongeth ſpeciallie to kepe 
a length (vet a ſide wind belongeth alſo to ſhoote ſtreight) 
euen ſs the nature of the pꝛick is to ſhoote ſtreight, The 
length oꝛ ſhoꝛtneſſe of the marke is alwaies vnder the rule of 
the wether, yet ſamewhat there is in the marke, woꝛthie to be 
marked of an Archer. Ik the pzickes ſtand of a ſtreight plaine 
ground they be the beſt to ſhoote at. It the marke and on a 
hill ſive oꝛ the ground be vnequall with pittes and turning 
waies betwirt the marks, a mans eye ſhall thincke that to be 
ſtreight which is crooked : The experience of this thing is 
ſeene in painting, the cauſe of it is knowen by learning. Any 
it is enough faz an Archer to marke it and take heede of ic, 

The chiefe cauſe why men can not ſhoote ſireight, is, bre 
cauſe they loke at their ſhaft: and this fault commeth becau'e 
a man is not taught to ſhoote when he is pong. It he learr e 
to ſhoote by himſclfe he is afraid to pull the ſhaft thycugh tie 
bawe, and therefo:e lokech aiw ies ac his ſhaft : ill vſe confirs 
meth this fault as it doch many mo. And men 3 

ger 
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longer in this fault becauſe it is ſo good to kepe a length with: 
all, and yet to ſhootefireight, they haueinuented-ſoine wayes 
to clue a tree 02 a hill beyond the marke, oz elſe to haue ſome 
natavie taing bet vixt the markes: and once J ſawe a good 
Ar cher which did caſt offhis gere, and layed his quiucr with 
it, euen in the midway betwirt the puckes. Some thought 
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be did ſo fo2 ſauegard of his gere: I ſuppoſe he did it to ſhoote 


ſtreight withall, Other men vle to eſpie ſome marke almoſt 
a bowe wide of the pick, and than go about tokepehimſelfe 
on the hand that the pꝛick is on, which thing how much good 
it doth, a man w.ll not beleue that doth not pꝛoue it. Other, 
and tt o'c verie good Archers, in dawing, locke at the marke 
vntill they come almoſt to the head, than they looke at their 
{þaff, but at the very lowſe, with a ſecond ſight they find their 
marke againe. This waie and al: other afoze of me rchearſed, 
are but ſhifts and not to be folowed in ſhooting freight. Foz 
hauing a mans eie atwaies on his marke, is the only way to 
hoote ſtreight, yea and J ſuppoſe ſo readye and caſye a wap 
if it be learned in youth and confirmed with ve, that a man 
chall neuer miſſe cherem. Men doubt pet in loking at the 
marke what way is beſt whether betwirt the bowe and the 
ſtring, aboue 02 veneth his hand, and many wates mo: yet it 
maketh no great matt 'r which waie a man looke at his marke 
if it be topned with cumly ſhooting. The diuer ſitie of mens 
ſtanding and d2awing cauſeth divers men loke at their marke 
diuers wayes : yet they all leave a mans hand to ſhoote 
ſtreight ifnothing elle ſtoppe. So that cumivneſle is the on: 
ly iudge of beſt loking at the mai ke. Some men wonder why 
in caſting a mans tie at the marke, the hand ſhould go fkreicht; 
Surely if he conſidered the nature of a mans eye, he worth 
not wonder at it: Foꝛ this J am tertayne of, that no ſeruart 
to his maiſter, no child to his father is fo obedient, as euerpe 
ioynt and peece of the body is to do what ſo euer the eye vids, 
The eye is the guide, the ruler and the ſuecourer of all the 
other parts. The hand, the foote, and other members, dare do 
nothing without the eye , as doth appcare on the night and 
dax cke copiers, i F246 | 
The 


The eye is the very tongue wherewith wit and reaſon voch 
ſpcake to euery part of the bodye., and the witte doth not ſo 
ſoone lignikye a thing by the eye, aseuery part is ready to fg- 
lowe, o2 rather pꝛeuent the bidding ol the eye. This is plaine 
in many things, but molt euident in fence and feighting , as J 
haue heard men ſay, There tuery part ſtanding in feare to 
haue a-blowe, runnes to the eye foz helpe, as pong childzen 
do to the mother: the foote, the hand, and all wayteth vpon 
the eye. If the eye bid the hand epther beare off oz ſmite, oꝛ the 
foote eyther go fozward, 862 backeward, it doth ſo: And that 
which is moſt wonder of all the one man loking ſtevfaſtipe at 
the other mans eye and not at his hand, will, euen as it were, 
rede in his eye where he purpoſeth to ſmite next, fo2 the eye is 
N55 elle but a rertaine windowe fo2 wit to ſhoote out her 
head at. | | i 

This wonder kull wozke of God in making all che meme 
bers ſo obedient to the eye, is a pleaſant thing to remember 
and loke vpon: theretoze an Archer may be ſure in learning 
to loke at his marke when he is pong, alwayes to fhoote 
freight, The thinges that hinder a man which looketh at his 
marke, to ſhoote ſtreight, be theſe : A ſide winde, a bowe ey⸗ 
ther too ſtrong, o2 elle too weake, an ill arme, when a feather 
runneth on the bowe too much, a bigge bꝛeſted ſhafte, fo? him 
that ſhooteth vnder hand, becauſe it will hobble : a litle bzeſted 
ſhafte fo2 him that ſhooteth aboue the hande, becauſe it will 
ſtarte: a papze of winding p2ickes, and many other thinges 
mo, which you all marke your ſelte, and as ye knowe them, 
ſolearne to amende them, Ik a man would leaue toloke at his 
ſhaft, and learne to lake at his marke, he may vſe this waye, 
which a good ſhooter tolde me once that he did, Let him take 
his bowe on the night, and ſhoote at two lightes, and there he 
ſhall be compelled to looke alwayes at his marke, and neuer 
at his ſhaft : This thing once oꝛ twiſe vſed, will cauſe him fo2- 
ſake loking at his ſhaft, Pet let him take heede of ſetting his 
ſhaft in the bowe, | 

Thus Philologe to ſhoote ſtreight is the leaſt maiſferye of 
all, if am an oder himlelfe thedeafter in his youthe. And as 
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fo) keping a length, Jam ſure the rules which J gaue you, 
will neuer deſcepue you, ſo that there ſhall lacke nothing, ey⸗ 
ther of hitting the marke alwayes, 6 elle very neare ſhoo- 
ting extept the faulte be only in your owne ſelfe, which may 
tome two wayes, epther in hauing a faint hart oz courage, o2 
elſe in ſuffering your ſelfe ouermuch to be ledde with affecti- 
on: if a mans minde fayle him, the body which is ruled by the 
minde, can neuer do his duty, if lacke of courage were not, 
men might do momaftries than they do, as doth appeare in 
leaping and vaulting. 

All affections, and ſpectally anger, hurteth both minde and 
body, The minde is blmde thereby: and if the minde be blinde, 
it can not rule the body a right. The: body both bloude and 
bone, as they ſape, is bought dut ot his right courſe by anger: 
hereby a man lacketh his right ſtrength, and therefore can 
hot ſhoote well. It theſe things be auoyded (whereot J wyll 
ſpeake no moe, both becauſe they belong not pꝛoperly to ſhoo- 
ting, and alſo you can teach me better in them, than J you) ard 
all the precepts which I haue geuen vou, dil marked, no 
— ye ſhall hsote as well as euer man did yet, by the grace 

God. 

This communic&tionhandeled of mc Philologe, as J 
know well not perfitely, yet as J ſuppoſe truly, you mult take 
in good woozthe, wherein, ik diuers things do not altogethcr 
pleaſe you, thancke your letfe, which wortld haue me rather 
faulte in meere folly, to tate that thing in hande, whiche J 
was not able foꝛ to perſourme, chan vy any honeſt ſamefaſt- 
neſſe withſay yore requeſt and de, Which J ur well J 
haue not ſatiſtytd. But yet J will chucke this laberg of mine 
the better beſtowed, if to mezrowe, 92 ſome other dan when 
you haue lepſure, vag wall fpeupe ag much time with mee 
heere in this ſame place, in ener eating toe queſtion De crigine 
ani»:4, and the ioynintz o je with che ody, that A may knowe 
bowe farre Plato, Ariſtotle, and the Stoycians, haue was 
ded in it. 

H I, How vou haue handled thiz matter Toxophile, J 
maye 
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mave not well tell you my ſelle now, but fo2 your gentleneſſe 
and good will towardes learning aud ſhooting , J will be 
content to ſhewe you any pleaſure whenſoeuer you wyll: | 
and now the Sunne is downe, thereloze if it pleaſe 
port, we will go home and dꝛincke in my chamber, 
and there J will tell you plainly what I thincke 
of this communication, and alſo, what day 
we will appoynt at your requeſt fo 
the other matter to meete 


beere againe. 
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